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The Coast Guard “created the Nonfloating Oil application 
and procedures to meticulously and qualitatively assess 
Nonfloating Oil classifications.

“Effective on November 30, 2016 (extended to July 1, 
2017), all previous Group V OSRO ‘listings’  will be 
removed from the Response Resource Inventory. 
Furthermore, all Facility and Vessel response plan holders 
who may handle, store, or transport Group V oils shall 
only list Nonfloating Oil classified OSROs or provide the 
required information in accordance with the regulatory 
Group V Response Plan Development and Evaluation 
Criteria.”                     U.S. Coast Guard (MSIB 07-16)
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Guidelines for the U.S. Coast Guard Oil Spill Removal Organization 

Classification Program
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Detection Capabilities

• Sonar Systems

• Cameras / Video

• Diver Observation

• Towed and Stationary 
Sorbents

• Laser Fluorosensors

• Visual Observations

• Bottom Sampling

• Water Sampling

• Laser
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Sediment
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Depressor
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Patented technology for wide-area, cost effective

detection & mapping of hydrocarbons

Marine Induced Polarization
A Detection Technology for Non-Floating Oil

Marine Induced 
Polarization
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Underwater Visualization
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Diver Observations
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Towed or Stationary Sorbents
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Visual Observations
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Recovery Capabilities

• Suction Dredge

• Diver-Directed Pumping and 
Vacuuming

• Mechanical Removal

• Sorbent / V-SORS

• Trawls and Nets

• Mechanical Removal

• Agitation / Refloat

• Laser
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Diver Directed Pumping System
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Positive Pressure 

DESCO Helmet 

and HAZMAT 

Viking Dry Suit 
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Morris J. Berman
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Sorbents / V-SORs
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Containment

Gabion Baskets 

Sediment Curtains

X-Tex Curtains
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Storage and Treatment
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Logistics
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Environmental Conditions
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All Ocean Depths
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ROLS II

ORT 300
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T/V PRESTIGE

~12,000 fsw
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RULET

• 20,000 wrecks identified in 
US waters

• 573 met screening criteria:

– Built after 1891

– Steel, iron or concrete 
hull construction

– Tanker/tank barge or at 
least 200’ or 1,000GT

• 107 may pose substantial 
pollution threat based on 
casualty information

• 10 are leaking
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