
ASSESSING RISK OF VESSELS 
ARRIVING IN CALIFORNIA



• Vessel arrivals in CA pose a risk to 
marine resources

• To be cognizant of low performing 
vessels and operating companies

• Reduce pollution causing incidents

THE NEED



OBJECTIVE

• Quantify the risk imposed by each 
vessel and operating company

• Develop a database to systematically 
accomplish objective

• Focus OSPR’s resources on low 
performers



GOAL

• Break the Error Chain of events that 
cause pollution incidents

• Target low performing vessels and 
operators 
• Increase outreach efforts 
• Compliance inspections
• Oil transfer monitorings
• Increased scrutiny 
• Visual presence 



RISK ASSESMENTS

Category 
II

Category 
III

Category 
IV

Category 
I



Port State Control      
Annual Report

Port State Control     
Annual Report

Public Web-site Promoting 
Quality Shipping



CATEGORY I

• Compliance with 
OSPR regs

• Each factor rated 
either 0 or 15 pts



CATEGORY II

• Vessel Specifics
• Each factor rated    

0 to5 points 



BLACK LIST

GRAY LIST







NAME CHANGES

• 0 Risk Points = 2 or 
fewer name changes

• 2 Risk Points =  3 
name changes

• 5 Risk Points  = 4 or 
more name changes

HULL TYPE

• 0 Risk Points = Double Hull

• 3 Risk Points = Single Hull

CATEGORY I (continued)



• 0 Risk Points    
≤ 10 years old

• 1 Risk Points       
10-14 years old

• 3 Risk Points       
15-20 years old

• 4 Risk  Points     
21-24 years old

• 5 Risk Points    
≥ 25 years old 

Vessel’s Age 
CATEGORY I (continued)



CATEGORY III



CATEGORY IV

Company Performance Index 

• Ratio, detentions divided 
by PSC inspections 
Past three years

• Average CPI 3.61%
• Determined annually by 

Paris MOU 
• Low Performer ≥ 5.61%
Targeted for Bunker 

Monitoring
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