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LaunchedLaunched
Southwestern Shipbuilding CompanySouthwestern Shipbuilding CompanySouthwestern Shipbuilding CompanySouthwestern Shipbuilding Company

San Pedro, California 24 January 1921San Pedro, California 24 January 1921



Dimensions (feet)Dimensions (feet)
Length:Length:

TonnageTonnage
G 82 2G 82 2 Length: Length: 

-- Registered: 440.0Registered: 440.0
-- Overall: 457.0 Overall: 457.0 

B 58 2B 58 2

Gross: 8272Gross: 8272
Net: 5107Net: 5107
Displacement: 17,415Displacement: 17,415

Beam: 58.2Beam: 58.2
Depth of Hold: 32.8Depth of Hold: 32.8

p ,p ,
Deadweight: 12,000Deadweight: 12,000



Cargo Capacity (barrels)Cargo Capacity (barrels)
i k 2 8 8Main cargo tanks 72,858

Summer tanks: 9,192
Total: 82,050 barrels ,
Average Cargo 76,500 barrels



December 22, 1941, December 22, 1941, MontebelloMontebello Loads Loads 
73 571 barrels73 571 barrels (3 089 982 U S ll )(3 089 982 U S ll )73,571 barrels 73,571 barrels (3,089,982 U.S. gallons)(3,089,982 U.S. gallons)

of Santa Maria Crude oil at Port San Luisof Santa Maria Crude oil at Port San Luis

Cargo 21.81 Gravityg y
Bunker: 2477 barrels



December 23, 1941December 23, 1941,,
Departs Port San Luis at 1:30 a.m.Departs Port San Luis at 1:30 a.m.

Destination British ColumbiaDestination British Columbia



38 Crewmen Onboard38 Crewmen Onboard38 Crewmen Onboard38 Crewmen Onboard



At 5:40 a.m.At 5:40 a.m.
Japanese submarine IJapanese submarine I--21 fires a 21 fires a 

single torpedo into starboard bowsingle torpedo into starboard bow



Survivor’s Beach LandingSurvivor’s Beach LandingSurvivor s Beach LandingSurvivor s Beach Landing

Survivors From The FourthSurvivors From The FourthSurvivors From The FourthSurvivors From The Fourth
Lifeboat Were Rescued At Lifeboat Were Rescued At 
Sibley Ranch Near CambriaSibley Ranch Near Cambria

Some Survivors Had To Be Pulled Some Survivors Had To Be Pulled 
From The Water When The From The Water When The 
Lifeboat  Was Caught In The Lifeboat  Was Caught In The 
Breakers Breakers 



Montebello SurvivorsMontebello SurvivorsMontebello SurvivorsMontebello Survivors



Survivors Sea RescueSurvivors Sea RescueSurvivors Sea RescueSurvivors Sea Rescue

Standard Oil Tugs AlmaStandard Oil Tugs AlmaStandard Oil Tugs Alma Standard Oil Tugs Alma 
and Estero Rescued and Estero Rescued 
Survivors From Three Survivors From Three 
LifeboatsLifeboats



Cargo space divided into 18 main tanks

10 summer tanks

2 fuel oil tanks and 2 deep ballast tanks2 fuel oil tanks and 2 deep ballast tanks



Official Crew Report 
Impact Zone



oil oil oil oil oil oil oil oil
il

oil

Number 2 Oil Tank Actual Torpedo Impact

oil

(Crew Casualty Report) (Delta Observations)



MontebelloMontebello PositionPosition
South of Monterey Bay National MarineSouth of Monterey Bay National MarineSouth of Monterey Bay National Marine South of Monterey Bay National Marine 

SanctuarySanctuary

8.75 Miles

6 5 Miles

Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary 

Southern Boundary

6.5 Miles



Central Coast
Jack Hunter
Principal Investigator

Maritime Museum
Association 

Montebello Rediscovery
November 7, 1996 



•• Survey wreck for signs of pollution. Survey wreck for signs of pollution. 

•• Properly memorialize this little known WWII event and Properly memorialize this little known WWII event and 
the local community’s involvement  (National Register the local community’s involvement  (National Register 

i ti )i ti )nomination)nomination)

•• Biological survey of marine environmentBiological survey of marine environment•• Biological survey of marine environmentBiological survey of marine environment



Monterey BayMonterey Bayy yy y
National MarineNational Marine
Sanctuary 2003Sanctuary 2003

E di iE di iExpeditionExpedition

Robert SchwemmerRobert Schwemmer Principal Investigator/ObserverPrincipal Investigator/Observer

Jean de MarignacJean de Marignac Biologist/ObserverBiologist/Observer

Jack Hunter & John FosterJack Hunter & John Foster Archaeologist/ObserverArchaeologist/Observer

Dave LottDave Lott GIS/ObserverGIS/Observer

Michele RoestMichele Roest Educator/ObserverEducator/ObserverMichele RoestMichele Roest Educator/ObserverEducator/Observer

Erica BurtonErica Burton Topside SupportTopside Support



•• Continue site monitoring and report oil discharge if Continue site monitoring and report oil discharge if 
observed in water column or signs of observed in water column or signs of BeggiatoaBeggiatoa
b t ib t ibacteria. bacteria. 

•• Report on structural integrity of wreck and note signsReport on structural integrity of wreck and note signs•• Report on structural integrity of wreck and note signs Report on structural integrity of wreck and note signs 
of degradation since 1996 survey. of degradation since 1996 survey. 

•• Biological survey to document extensive marine life Biological survey to document extensive marine life 
that has colonized at the shipwreck site.that has colonized at the shipwreck site.



ASSESSMENT TEAM ASSESSMENT TEAM 
ANDANDANDAND

SUBGROUPSSUBGROUPS



Current Assessment TeamCurrent Assessment TeamCurrent Assessment TeamCurrent Assessment Team

A bl S Bl k l ’ OffiA bl S Bl k l ’ Offi•• Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee’s OfficeAssemblyman Sam Blakeslee’s Office

•• California Department of Fish and Game’s Office of SpillCalifornia Department of Fish and Game’s Office of SpillCalifornia Department of Fish and Game s Office of Spill California Department of Fish and Game s Office of Spill 
Prevention and Response (DFG/OSPR)Prevention and Response (DFG/OSPR)

•• National Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration•• National Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministrationNational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

•• United States Coast GuardUnited States Coast Guard

•• Monterey Bay Aquarium Research InstituteMonterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

•• California Department of Transportation (CalTrans)California Department of Transportation (CalTrans)



SubgroupsSubgroupsSubg oupsSubg oups

•• Physical/Site Characterization/ Physical/Site Characterization/ 
Technology Subgroup:Technology Subgroup:Technology Subgroup:Technology Subgroup:
–– Mbari DiveMbari Dive
–– Manned submersible (look for leaks visualManned submersible (look for leaks visual–– Manned submersible (look for leaks, visual            Manned submersible (look for leaks, visual            

comparison with previous dives)comparison with previous dives)
–– Oil sample dive (determine if oil is on board)Oil sample dive (determine if oil is on board)Oil sample dive (determine if oil is on board)Oil sample dive (determine if oil is on board)



SubgroupsSubgroups (Cont’d)(Cont’d)SubgroupsSubgroups (Cont d)(Cont d)

•• Environmental Assessment Subgroup:Environmental Assessment Subgroup:
–– Determine resources at riskDetermine resources at risk

•• ChronicChronic
•• CatastrophicCatastrophic

–– Areas of ImpactAreas of Impact



SubgroupsSubgroups (Cont’d)(Cont’d)SubgroupsSubgroups (Cont d)(Cont d)

•• Economic Assessment Subgroup:Economic Assessment Subgroup:
Three types of impactsThree types of impacts (from chronic catastrophic releases)(from chronic catastrophic releases)Three types of impactsThree types of impacts (from chronic catastrophic releases)(from chronic catastrophic releases)

-- Natural Resource DamagesNatural Resource Damages
Response Cleanup costsResponse Cleanup costs-- Response Cleanup costsResponse Cleanup costs

-- Third Party ClaimsThird Party Claims



Task Force ReportTask Force ReportTask Force ReportTask Force Report

•• Will address results of studies completed and Will address results of studies completed and pp
studies to be completed.studies to be completed.

•• Will include a discussion on funding issuesWill include a discussion on funding issues•• Will include a discussion on funding issues.Will include a discussion on funding issues.

•• Will include a next step discussion.Will include a next step discussion.
–– MonitoringMonitoring

•• Will notWill not address remediation optionsaddress remediation options

Anticipate completion Fall 2011Anticipate completion Fall 2011



QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?


