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APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN STATE LANDS COMMISSION, 
CITY OF ARCATA, AND COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

FOR SOLID WASTE ASSESSMENT TESTING 
qr OLD ARCATA LANDFILL SITE 

APPLICANT; 
State Lands Commission 
1807 - 13th Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

BACKGROUND: 

The subject parcel was granted in trust by the Legislature to 
the City of Arcata in 1913 for harbor purposes. For 
approximately ten years, ending in 1973, the City and County 
jointly operated a landfill on the site. · 

In 1978, the City and the St~te Coastal Conservancy approved a 
marsh enhancement plan for th~ Rrcata Freshwater Marsh which 
encompasses the landfill on the granted tidelands. In·~rder to 
f~cilitate implementation of the plan and to allow the City to 
use the tide and submerged lands for purposes other than those sp~cified in the grant statutes, Arcata quitclaimed their 
interest back to the State which then issued a lease for the marsh enhancement project. 

In 1984, legislation was enacted which provided for a statewide 
ranking of sites suspected to cont~in toxic solid wastes. The 
first tier of such sites included the Old Arcata Landfill. The 
report on the Solid Waste Assessment Test (SWAT) for this site 
was required in July 1987. As the deadline approached, the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, charged with enforcement 
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of the required testing, contacted the City of Arcata. The 
City's response was that they no longer qwned it and, in any 
event, Humboldt County had operated it. Humboldt County 
maintained that it was not responsible because they were not an 
"operator" under the app~icable law. 

The Regional Water Quality Board then contacted State Lands as 
the record owner of the site and asked for its cooperation in 
getting the necessary testing accomplished. 

In June 1987, the Executive Officer, various staff members, and 
Assistant Attorney General N. Gregory Taylor met in Assemblyman 
Hauser's Ukiah district office with the Assemblyman's aide and 
representatives of Arcata and Humboldt County. At that meeting, 
a compromise was reacp~d wherein the three public agencies would 
each contribute one third of the costs for the SWAT. This 
agreement was not to prejudice any of the parties• denial of 
liability for subsequent clean-up costs. 

The original cost estimate for the testing was $5,000 per 
agency. This was revised to between $7,000 and $8,000 sho~tly 
thereafter. An agreement was drafted by State Lands legal 
staff, reviewed by the office of the Attorney General, and sent 
to Arcata and Humboldt County. It was returned approv~d by the 
other entities with a maximum commitment for each agency of 
$10,000. This revision was made to avoid the possibility of 
needing a second contract to finish testing if initial cost 
estimates were exceeded. 

The $10, ooo figure requires approval .of t.!Je Agreement by the 
Commission. The testing would be conducted by a private 
company with the County of Humboldt administering the contract 
and assessing the other public age~~ies for their pro rata 
share. Approval of the contract will allow the cooperative 
financi~g of the required SWAT to be implemented so that 
questions as to the toxicity of the Old Arcata Landfill may be 
answered as required by law. 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of 
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines 
(14 Cal. Adm. Code 15061), the staff has 
determined that this activity i~ exempt 
from the requirements of the CEQA as a 
categorical exempt project. The project is 
exempt under Class 6, Information 
Collection. 14 Cal Adm. Code 1S30G. 
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EXHIBITS: 

(CALENDAR ITEM NO. 35 CONT'D) 

Authority: P.R.C. 21084 and 14 Cal. Adm. 
Code 1530(;. 

NIA. 

A. Lo:ation Map. 
B. Agreement. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION: 

1. FIND THAT tHE ACTIVITY IS EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
THE CEQA PURSUANT TO 14 CAL. ADM. CODE 15061 AS A 
CATEGORICAL EXEMPT PROJECT, CLASS 6, INFORMATION 
COLLECTION, 14 CAL. ADM. CODE 15306. 

2. APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ARCATA, THE 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, AND THE STATE LANDS COMMISSION FOR THE 
FUNDING OF THE SOLID WASTE ASSESSMENT TEST FOR THE OLD 
ARCATA LANDFILL. 
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COUNTY Of HUHBOLOT 
AGEHOA ITEH TRAHSHITTAL 

-j: BOARD Of SUPERYJSORS 

~~ Department of Public Works 

~ ~ETIHG DATE: suejffr:. 

EXHIBIT "B" 

,-CONTACT F0~=~----·-···1 

1 11/.~E. ~.~~c.1, ~i::ectc.r "-::<LL 

1 
TELE!'HOllE: 445-7491 .._) T 

------------------- -....... ··--·------
--------- --------------,--fflieiieoufiifo; _______ _ 

Land f f-1~_!.:,s t Agr~!:l_t_ ___________ J ____ --~~~~- ______ . ___ _ Jan. 5, 1988 
-SU~-ii°ARY (DESCRIPIIOH ~ISSUE): 

·Arcata 

Se1:: attached. 

THE AGREEMENT IS ON FILE WITH THE CLERK OF THE BOARD. 

-----------------------· ----------------- -------------------------· 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS OR REFERRALS OH THI3 ISSUE: 

County staff was authorized .to meet with other agency representatives 
in Ukiah on June 4, 1987. 

'""""' sou•m' I cuRREHY-ifARC~Niiu.il com ___ ---auomEo;----- --=:res-------x~-ii1i~--

__ Gener!-1 Fu~-----'-~;-~~~~g~d __ _J _____ N {~ _____ ~~~~~-~~BH~~-~-~~~~~~~~: ~-~~~~~ ~ · ___ . _ 
~L PROPOSAL REQUIRE AOOITIOllAL PERSO!l!IEL? _ YES .x_ 110 :s !TEH COl/SISTEllT l:lTH llOARO POLICY? 
9YES. HUHDER: _ PERHAllEliT _ LIHITEO TERH GRANT ~ YES _ HE\l POLICY* --- EXCEPTION 

*iHCLUOE PROGRAM IHPACT REPORT 

RECOHHEHOED ACTIOH: 

1. Authorize Chairman to execute the attached agreement in trip+icate. 

2. Approve the following supplemental budget to provide for reimbursab2;.-
portion of Assessment Test Report: ·-

Revenue 
1100 (New-Dept. 438) 

Expenditure 
1100-438-3-145 

Arcata Landfill $20,000 

Arcata Landfill $20,000 

3. Approve the attached $10,000 contingency transfer to provide funds for 
the County's share of the Assessment Test Report. 

COllCURR~NCES:-----------------·----------------- --eoARo oF su·iERvisoiis7Touiiiioriiu."iaoCor · --- -· 
Upon mot ton of Supcrvtsor Renner 
seconded by Supervisor l1eely 
and u~anfmousiy c~~rfed by those m~mhers 



SUMMARY (DESCRIPTIO~ OF ISSUE): 

The Calderon Act requires the County to perform a Solid Waste Assessment Test .4lt£ 
on the Arcata Landfill. On June 4, 1987, the County met in Ukiah with ~ 
representatives of the City of Arcata and State Lands Commission to discuss the 
feasibility of all three agencies joining tpgether thro~gh ~ th~ee-party 
agreement to pay for the cost of performing the Solid Waste '.AssessD',ent Test. 
It wa:3 agreed that State Lands Commission would prer.are t'l1e .a6reement which 
would be reviewed by all agencies. 

The attached agreement has been reviewed and appruved by st{1ff of all three 
agencies. The Mayor of the City of Arcata was authorized by the City Council 
to execute the agreement. The agreement has.been reviewed and approved as to 
form by County Counsel and it is recommended the Board authorize their Chairman 
to sign the agreement. 

The agreement provides that the City, State Lands 'Commission and the County 
will share equally in the cost of the Solid waste Assessment Test Report. The 
es tima tea to·t:al cost is $30, 000. 

The Department of Public Works proposes to contract the work. The County will 
bi~l each of the ~ther t~o agencies one-third of the total contract cost.. This 
will provide reimbursement to the County of up to $20,000 so that the net 
maximum cost to the County is $10,000. 

It is recommended the Board authorize their Chairman to execute the agreement. 
Then it can be sent to the State Lands Commission for execution. Following 
that, the Department of Public Works proposes to contract the necessary field 
work for the Solid Waste Assessment Test Report. The report must be filed with 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board by July 1, 1988. 
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REGAIW I NC: SCH.JI> \./ASTI~ ASSESSMENT Tg~;-r FllNIJJ NG 

FOR SITE OF 1101.1> AHCATA l.ANIWll.1." 

wm-:REAS' a sanitary landfj lJ W<JS opcrated for approximately ten (IO) years. 

e1HU11g .in l'i73, at the Old Arcata J.andfi.U in the City of Arcata, herein 

referred to <1s crn·, m1cl tlw C:o11nl.!y of ll11mbolt1t herein referred, to as COUNTY; 
and 

WIERE1\S, the? S t<i te I.ands Commission, herein ref er::Led to as STATE, became, 

Jn 1979, the fee nw11et· of ce1·tain lands fn the City of Arc;ata, County .of 

Humboldt commonly rete1-red to iw lhe Old At·cata Landfill; and 

WllERl~AS, the California Uegionill lfoter Quality Conq·ol !3oard is charged 

with comp! lance enforcement of I-later Code Section 13273 .which requires a Soliil. 

Waste Asscs~;inent Test (Sl·M'J') for lhc Old Arcntu l.1111dffll; ana 

WHEREAS, a dispute exists between the CITY, COUNTY and STATE as to 

responsibi.I ity undt!r the law for the Solid 1-.'aste Assessment Test at· this site; 
and 

WHEREAS, the CITY, COUNTY nnd STATE are in agreement that the Old Arcata 

Landfill should have a Solid Waste Assessment Test performed; and 

WllEHEAS, the CITY, COUNTY and STATE do not by this Agreement intend that 

liability for clean up of the Old Arcata l.andfill be established ,or prejudiced 
by thls Agreement. 

NOW, 1'11EREFORE, the CITY, COUNTY and STATE hereby agree to the followin,g; 

1. The STATE, COUNTY and CITY shall each contribute one-third' (1/3) of the 

cost of performing the required Solid Waste Assessment 'l'est. Each entities 
share shall not exceed $10,000. 

Payment shall be made by the end of the 
calendar month next succeeding the month in which the bill is sulimitted. 

2. That this Agreement does not establish nor prejudice any future claim 

or denial of liability for any other assessments, any required site cle'a.1 up or 
uny olhcr rnaltcr <1rlsf11g from the SIYAT for the Old ArcL1ta 
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Executed on--------------'---- at---------------

CLAIRE T. DEDRICK 
EXECUTIVE 01"1'.ICER 
S'l'ATC: I.ANUS COMMISSION 

l:::xecu tetl 1111 __ _ 

----------- at 

MAYOR, CITY OF ARCATA 

Executed on I-. 5 _ ~8 

APPROVED A~rM: 

----at 

cou . ccu1irrOfiiiiiiooU>r'---
:ST £ Of CAtlfORHIA 
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~~~ C:OUNTYOUMUOJ.DT ~ 
CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

ATIEST: ROBERT E. HENDR~ 
C!.~RK OF THE BOARW 

~ < ' ~ ' 
By.<SM f .q ' 17> I ~ 

' IKl>\>Jill' 

curnn.:.:? F.~GE 
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