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OF A LEASE FOR MINERALS

APPROVAL OF EXPLORATION PHASE
OoT GAS, OTHER HYDROCARBONS,AND
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calendar Itenm 33, attachedl was pulled from the agenda prior to
the meeting.

calendar Item 33.
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CALENDAR PAGE
MINIJTE PAGE




CALENDAR ITEM

33 10/21/87
W 30526
Pelka

aPPROVAL OF EXPLORATION PHASE OF A LEASE FOR MINERALS
OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, OTHER HYDROCARBONS
AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES

STERRA COUNTY

APPLICANT Hecla Mining Company
6500 Mineral Drive, BoX c-8000
Coeur d'Alene, Idahe 83814-1931

Gene E. Ealy

Hecla Mining Company

6500 Mineral Drive, Box C-80QO
Coeur d'nlene, Idaho 83814~-1931

PROPOSED' AUTHORIZATION:
Approval of exploration phase of a lease far
minerals other than 0il, gas, other
hydrocarbcns and geothermal resources on 80
acres of land, more .or less, locatad in Sierra
County.

CONSIDERATION:

Filing fee of $25, processing fee of $250 and
an acreage deposit of $80. ‘

TYPE OF LAND ANT LOCATION: )
State Fish and Game proprietary'lands located
within the Antelope valley Wwildlife Aarea and
further descrided as follows::

parcel I: SW 1/4 of SW 1/4, Sec. 22,
T21M, R15E, MDM, Sierra County.

Parcel 2: NW 1/4 of NW 1/4, Sec. 27,
' T21N, R15E, MDM, Sierra County.

(REVISED 10/12/87)
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 33, (CONT'D)

Parcels are located approximately three k3)
miles southwest of. Loyalton.

PROPOSED PROJELT:

This project shall be in two phases. First
phase involves exploration. This will entail a
limited amount of core-drilling and minimal
disturbance of the surface. The second phase
would involve full—-field mining and
development. The approual of this lease by the
Commission at +this time shall constitute
approval of only the exploration phase of the
project as provided for in the lease.

In the exploration phase, Hecla shall determine
whether deposits of precious metals are present
in the lease area by drllllng 13 holes with a
track mounted reverse air circulation rig, %
1/8 inches in diameter to.-a maximum depth of
200 feet. Approximately 1/2 cubic foot of
drill cuttings will be retained at five-foot
intervals for off-site assaying. Drill -holes
shall be promptly abandoned upon completion of
drilling. Drill sites shall be scarified and
reseeded.

The Department of ‘Fish and Gamé has found this
drilling to be not incompatible with wildlife
management objectives. The Department will
issue a permit to that effect. This lease
shall be effective chly after the nermlt has

been dssued.

8]
The second phase of this project ccnslsts of a
fully deueloped mining operation. Because such
activity is incompatible with wildlife
management objectives, it shall be done only
after legislative authorization: has been
obtained and there has been full compliance
with the California Enuzronmental Quality Act.

If statutory authority is not obtained on or
before January 2, 1990, then this lease shall
terminate as of that date. It is undérstood
that neither the existence of this lease, nor

(REVISED 10/19/87) -2-
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CALENDAR ITEM NOo. 33 (conT'D)

* any reliance by lessee on this lease, shall
affect the discretion of the State in approving
or not approving the necessary iegislation
which would provide statutory authority
allowing mining and other developmerit on the
leasé area. If statutory authority is
obtained, such mining and other development
shall not be allowed unless and until: (1)
this liase is amended such that it is
consistent with such statutory authority; (2)
all necessary public agency, environmehtal
approvals of such mining and other. development
are obtained; and (3) the State Lands
Commission and Department of Fish and Game,
upon consideration of the environmental
documentation prepared for such mining and
other development, determine that such mining
and other development on the lease area would
be in the best interest of the State. If the
parties are unable to agree upon the terms of
such: aménded lease, or if all necessary
environmental approvals are not vobtained on or
before January 2, 1992 then this lease shall
terminate as of that date. It is uriderstood
that neither the existence of this lease, nor
any reliance by léssee upon this lease shall in
any way affect the discretion ¢f the State
Lands Cemmission or any other public agency in
giving, or denying, the rnecessary enviromental
approvals. It is further understood that
neither the existence of this lease, nor any
reliance by lessee upon this lease, shall in
any way affect the discretion of the State
Lands Commission or the Department of Fish and
Game in approving or notwapprougng any
amendments to this lease or in determining
whether mining or other development of ihe

lease area would be in the hest interest of the
State.

Roualty payable under the lease is ten Percent
of the gross value of all mineral production
from the leased lands less charges made or
incurred with respect to transporting or
proc¢essing the State's royalty share of
production.




CALENDAR ITEM NO. 33 (CONT'D)

Prior to the deveziopment phase, Hecla also
agrees to convey to the Department of Fish and
Game up to 80 acres of nearby lands on an
acre-for-acre basis in mitigation for
disturbance of the lands.

SURFACE DISTURBANCE:

RECLAMATION:

(REVISED 10719/87)

puring the exploration phase, access to drill
sites will be attained by an existing old
logging road and by off road travel. No new
road constructiofi will be permitted. Surface
disturbancs is estimated to be approximately 80
square feet pér drill site or a total of 0.02
acre for all 13 holes. The maximum anticipated

excavated volume if all 13 holeés are drilled to

a depth of 200 feet will be approximately 9
cubic yards.

On June 25 and 26, 1987, &an archeological field
survey of the project area was conducted by
Roger H. Werner. No significant cultural
resources were located within the project

area. A copy of this archeological field
survey is on file in the Long Beach..office of
the State Lands Commission.

Drill holes shall be abandoned as foliows:

Upon abandonment, approximately five feet of
surface casing requ1red for drilling will be
remcved. Drill holes which do not encounter
water shall be backfilled by replacement of
drill cuttings into the hole. Drill holes
which encounter water shall be abandoned in
accordance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards. Impervious
sealing material is restricted to the use of
bentonite clay only., Mixing of this bentonite
clay is restricted to portable tanks or troughs
only. No mud pits may be excavated. The top
five feet of holes which are abandoned using
bentonite clay shall be filled with drill
cuttings so as to blend with the existing

soil. Drill cuttings which are not utilized in

‘backfilling operations shall be promptly.

removed from the State parcel.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 33 (CONT'D)

To reduce impacts to recreational activities
and deer resources, drilling activities during
the exploration phase shall bé restricted to
-the following time periods:

A. May 15 through August 10.

B. October 5 until deer migration occurs as

determined by the Department of Fish and
Came., .

Theseé dates may vary depending on deer
migration and are subject to change by the
Department of Fish and Game.

PREREQUISITE ITEMS:
1.

Required statutory filing fee, expemnse
deposit and acreage deposit have been
submitted by the Applicant.

Subject parcel is not known to contain a
commercially valuable deposit of minerals.

AB 884: 11/18/87.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of
authority and the State CEQR Guidelines
(14 Cal. Adm. Code 15025), the staff has
prepared and circulated for public review a
proposed Negative Declaration identified a3
EIR ND 420, State Clearinghouse 87052507,
pursuant to the provisions of the CEQA. fA
copy of this environmental document is
attached as Exhibit "C". »

Based upon the initial study, the proposed
Negative Declaration, and the comments
received in response thereto, there is no
substantial evidence that the exploration
phase of the project will have a
significant effect on the environment

(14 Ccal. Adm. Code 15074[b])..
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CALENDAR ITEM NO.933  (CONT'DY

The lease shail provide for a performance
bond or other security device &f $10,000 in
favor of the State. This amount may be
increased at the discretion of the
Commission prior to the development phase

ﬁPPROUﬂLS OBTAINED:

The subject .application and terms of the lease
f * have been approved by the Office of ‘the
Attorney General as to compliance with the
app11cable provisions of the law with the
understanding that; (1) the final legal form of
the lease shall be approved by the Office of
the Attorney General; and (2) the lease shall
not be issued until the Department of Fish and
Game executes a permit consistent with- the
provisions of Title 14 of CAC Section 550.

¥

EXHIBITS: A. Land Description.

B. Site Map.
- C. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1.

CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND 420, STATE :
CLEARINGHOUSE 87052507, WAS PREPARED FOR THE EXPLORQTIONTu
PHASE THIS PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CESE -
AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REUVIEWED AND- CONSIDERED THE =—
INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN, =

DETERMINE THAT THE EXPLORATION PHASE OF THE PROJECT, ﬂ$5

DESCRIBED IN THE LEASE, WILL NOT HAVE A STGNIFICANT EF‘ W
ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

- -“."‘. =

AUTHORIZE THE EXPLORATION PHASE OF THIS PROJECT AND THE .
ISSUANCE OF A LEASE FOR MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, OFntR
THYDROCARBONS AND GEQTHERMAL RESOURCES. TO HECLA MINING—- -
COMPANY FOR A TERM OF 20 YEARS, ON (1) SWi/4 OF SW1/4 OF -
SECTION 22, T21IN, R15E, MDM; SIERRA; COUNTY; (II) NW1/4 OF
NW1/4 OF SECTION 27, -T21N, R15E, MDM, SIERRA COUNTY, z
CONTAIMING QPPROXIMHTELY 80 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; IM._.*:;;EV
ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS SET FORTH IN THIv~v:s:wD§??rT:m:
AND THE STANDARD FORM OF LEASE. ROYALTY Pﬁ“ﬁSLF SHALL BE
TEN PERCENT OF THE GROSS UQLUE OF ALL MINL RP””PRODUCTION
FROM ‘THE LEASED LANDS LESS CHARGES MADE OR ImyuR?ED WITH

(REVISED 10/19/87)




CALENDAR ITEM NO- 33 (CONT'D)

RESPECT TO TRANSPORTING OR PROCESSING THE STATE'S ROYALTY -

SHARE OF PRODUCTION. SAID AUTHORIZATION IS CONTINGENT UPON

TGSUANCE OF FERMIT BY THE DEPARTMENT Of FISH AND GAME ~ .
PURSUANT TO 14 CAC 550. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS
AUTHORIZATION DOES NOT AFFECT THE DISCRETION OF THE STATE
IN APPROVING OR NOT APPROVING THE DEVELOPMENT PHASE OF THIS

PROJECT.

)
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EXHIBIT “A"

‘LAND DESCRI?TION W 40526

erra County. califoznia,

s of gtate-owned jand in Si
follows:

£ sW 1/4
n 27,

Two parcel

described as
ot gection 22Z. and the NW /4 oﬁ-'

The SW 1/4 ©
T21N, R15E. MDM.

nw 1/4 of sectlo
¥ND. OF Dzscazp'no?n
PREPARED AUGUST 17, 1987, BY BIlU .

0550b
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EXHIBIT "B"
W 40528
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA STATE LANDS CQ’_A_MISSION

STATE LANDS COMMISSION

1807 13TH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 9c814

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

zsz‘Rb'~~42ﬂ" :
File Ref.: W 40526.

: " scuts 87052507
| . . v -

- Project Title: Mineral Prospecting permit - Antelope valiey Aréa T Lo

Project Propoaent: Hecla Mining Company .
Projeit Location: SW: of SWk, Section 22, NWs of MWk, Section 27, T.21 N., R.15 E.5 .
1.D.M., approximately 3 miles southwesterly of Loyalton, Sierra
County. - . . . . ; .
—Project Description: Prospecting for precious metals and other valuable minerals by
drilling 13 holes, 4-1/8 jnches in diameter to a maximum depth
of 200 feet with a track -mounted reverse air circulation rig.
Approximately s cubic foot of drill cutiings wiil be retained
at five foot intervais for off-site assaying. prill holes Will. .
be properly abandoned. Drill sites wiil be scarified and seaded.

VIR

Coatact Person: TED T. FUKUSHIMA T " Telephone: {81

s

'This document is prepared pursuant to the requirements of the quifomia ‘Environmental Qualit - S
Act (Sectien 21000 et seq., Public Resources. Code), the 3eate CEQA Cuidelines (Section 15000 .
et seq., Title 14, California Aduninistrative Code), and the Stage Lands Commission regulation g .
(Section 2901 et 22q., Title 2, California Administrative Code)d . I PR

Baged upon the attached Initial Study, it has been. found that:

_{:7 ¢he project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

: I
E_T mitigation measures included in thé project will avoid potcritially significant effcc:'g.




e @ B : ' Fils Ref.: W 40526 - |

SCi{# -:87052507

MITIGATION MEASURES

Proposed for Incorporation into the Project Description
“ :

Access to the thirteen drillsites shall be confined to
existing dirt roads and trails to the maximum extent

feasible. @ff road travel is to be restrained to the
minimum required. No new road construction is permitted.

1.

To minimize the production of fugitive dust, all vehzcle
speed shall not exceed 20 mph.

Permittee shall perform all activities so as to mirnimize
impact on vegetation. Wo trees may be removed.

Upon completion of prospecting activities, all equipment
and refuse will be promptly removed from the site. L J

All drill pads or areas disturdéd by drilling activities
shall be scarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The
sged mixture type may be either that provided by the U.S.
Forest Service for use in the area or be in accordance
with the "Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for
Developing Areas of the Sierras".

Drillholes which do not encounter water shall be
backfilled by replacement of drill cuttings into the
hole. Drillholes which encounter water shall be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of
‘Wate? Resources Water Well Standards. Impervious sealing
material is restricted to the usz of bentenite clay only.
Mixing of this bentonite clay is restricted to portable
tanks or troughs only. No mud pits may be excavated.

The top five feet of holes which are abandoned using
béntonite clay shall be filled with drill cuttings so as
to blend with thé existing soil. Drill cuttings which
are not utilized in backfilling operations shall be

promptly removed from the-State parcel,
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Prosbeqt;ng activities shall be restricted to the
following time period:

A. May 15 through August 10. : \

B, October 5 until deer migration occurs as determined
by the Department of Fish and Game.

These dates may vary. depending on deer migration and are

subject to change by the Department of- Fish and Game.
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RESPONSE

June 26, 1887

%

MINOTEPAGE

CMENDAR PAGE

Ftata Lands Crmyieston

8% Meat Breadvsy, Suite 528
‘BenpzBeagh, Californts 90801.

¥

Agnz. B, J, Evertten
e Suhjeess Respensai Flle Reft U 40526

Biar Hr. Feeriiea: .
Civegment noted.

dwﬂw figcla Mintsg Company helieves a ;:-aan—sn Deckaratton (HD) would be

_sufficient (oar this projeet. Pradling of this vature has. heen rucceasfully
- mams.-n.i and reclained on nearhy preperty with ninimel distughance,

* M Stucerely,
=\ wﬁf
Sreat .::..aa:rnu
Praject Managar

F “w .a Am 1 N .y -
€500 Wompsat Drvoe « Bos G000 » Cotur €iAJene. 1aho 630141831 « (200 769 4100 * YELEX 328478

3 .




f}ETTER .
" SIERRA COUNTY

IV{-'-l.-l-“wplll-—u—-‘!i-ful—n
, 100 fann 439 t
[Tveesr AT WOSTEVLL )
oo 23 8250

RESPONSES

July 7, 1S

CALENDAR PAGE

State of Catifornia e 5111 ot g ~enmiren meder T, 1
Lanés Commission
24% Mest Broadviy, Suite 425 Heoda ntng Cozpings 35 reatefotet Ly anly thare petizitter dreart e ¢
‘Long Beach; CA 90802 project deetein lon 21thin this Froponsil Emeattve feeleeattsc, “rrpnloe
Fite: Hecla Mining prlitetic of olre, niteration of ptrenn Yede, wee nf =2 Aanlzed Ao g e
Atta: Be. D. J. Everitts {M-40526) erutparnt; onentie. el atorge and catplntt 10 1L pereizted.
Assistance Chief .
D roe niLs ation newsure mener ho
_Dogr W, Cveritts: X .
3 |y, ;pp\lr‘;h‘lu.

this wil} actnowledge. recefpt of your Jues 19, 1987 request for comments on .
an iInftial stsdy regarding an application of Hecla Mining Company for 3 min- 4 ver stivalion meimmee mle S,
cral prospecting pernid on State Fish and Game proprietary lands located in . .
Aateloge Yalley, Sierrd County. . 8§ vrior to-taitinting cxploratory activitien, flecla inizs Zoapiny morl yents.

. ) , s antatn it relenced hy the State, s bond or alteraite greusit= Qo ice

viscd that the Sierra County flarining Comission, on seepptal 1e 1o 1l Glab: in the uwmorat of 10,000,
“spocis)-tise Parmit to liecla Hining Company to atlow 5 . .
y (1) angle reverse circulaticn hales to 8 dopth of 200 feot Qe eoarente v tle el Lropbn DBraverieent o ¥Ie o) Al et et -

Jn order to ascertsin the ure-paiantial of the eastern slopes.of Antelope reapies wetee T
¥alley, This appiled only:tg-s ferty (40) acre parcel-{APM 16-060-013 of
‘private properiy. . R

“e oly quegsund that Hecla Rining Company s proposing a similar- program

on State Fish and Gawé Lands which consists of thirteen {13) ezploratory holes.
Your request for comments is t,hcrelore-con[lmw to-this exploratory progrom
and not further or subsequesnt sovetopment of private, State Fish and Game, OF

goyermmentsl lands,

The Spard.of Superylsors, during §ts regular meeting of July 7, 1987, consider-

* ed the conteat of. your-June 19, 1987 packet and takes the position that mitiga-
tion andfor cenditions of &ny permit granted by your agency contain the
foltlowing:

1. The operator shall-conform to those exploratory mining activities
describes within the subnitted Special Use Permit Application, This
includes no new road construction, noise and dust to be mininized, no
tree resovaly no alteration of stream beds, no mechanized dozer cquip-
ment, no on-site fuel storage, no camping or on-site occupancy. Any
deviation from the proposed drilling operation plans shall be subject
to Staff reviaw.

tyon cospletion of the exploratovy progris, all equipment and refuse
3111 ve-gemoved from the property.

5§
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LETTER (Cont.)

e, D. & Everites
Juty 7, 1987
Page Two

o t

3. , 'Upoh completion of the 1936 cperation, the te-vgonry aeezesoroad that
wis allcied to be built as a cosponent of the. 1985 Special Use Fermit
shall-have to it beroed at {ts edlry point to avoid continual vehicular

Use and beccing an entrenched roadway.

. AT dridl ads or areps disturbed by drilling activities shall be swooth-
ed, cospatted apd reseéded. The reseeding shall occur at an dppropriate
time of the year (May-August), prior to start of the winter scason, to
dnsure 3 high success rate. A1t drilling arcas disturbed during the 1986
tperation, &s well as thdsa not yeclaimed from the 1985 permit, shall be
‘recluimed by Hay 15, 1987. The seeding type shall-be in accordance with

) ;l;e"ttosim and Sediment Control Guidelines for Developing Arcas of the
erras”.

CALENDAR PAGE _

“~Prior to' initlating.exploratory activities, the applicant. shall provide
a performnce security in & form acceptablz to the County in the amount
of $100.00. The $500.00 performance sccurity from 1985 11 be retained
.y the County as well a5 the additional $100.00 untii all areas disturbed
‘during the 1585 and 1986 drilling operations are [eglzimd to che satis-
faction of ‘Sterra County. The Tounty shall retain: he:posted-security
Satil Septemder 15, 1987 €0 insure thit site stabiljzstion.and.resceding
ptans are complete.

6. Alr’zbiéposgé'uies of this property should be greclude(!,.,duriag that period
of ‘tine that migratory or verident deer movewent fs octurring or key winter-
suemer deer hihitit s being used by deer.

)
3
!
|

Think you-and ve-vould agpretiate your consideration and appioval of this
réquest.

Sthcerely, -

SIERRA COUNTY
PLAMING DEPAXTHENT

Bl
Tiz H, Beals
. «Pamning:Director

<THBsJes?/32

¢ Pembers, Board of Supervisors

. USFS-- ‘Steve 8ishop (Sterraville)
‘Planding -
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LETTER RESPONSES

/\nw o Cawnuan e mo-gcn acicy

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

T,
: &
"ere, e
iyt tabuss T0AS, WAH & &
COVOOVA, CMEOWA 93098 1]

L dad
(¥16) 355-7020

YU ]

My. Gregory J. Pelka

Atate Lands Comsission

245 -Hast Beodlway, Suite 423
Long Bdach, CA 30802

CAOBCS MMETOd Bart Lreoreae
—— . PRI

DAL Are i_«xk_wf

— The Dapartuent of Fish and Game has roviowed the application of 1 e 118 851 lon weapure mrter 6,
fecla Minlag Cospany to drill i3 explorstory holes on l1and

fncluded in tho Antelope valley wWililllfe Managusont Ated nuar 9 Tee r 1 Lt lon seamure mabe= 0,

Qw:,p‘ya;tom Slurta County.

- S o

Hlucle's exploratory activities hove beun obsorved tn recent ysars

hn thelr patented lans and nvarby US Forust Sarvice lands.

The -spplication proserty Identifies the acea as critical deer
winter- vange €ot the Loyalton-Truckae deor-tiard.

The Department of Fish and Gawe concludes that a mitigated
Nogative Declarxtion is proper for thls project. From a tish and
wiidlite vicwpoint, thé plan to abandon the dry dcill toles by
backgllting with drill cuttings is acceptible. 1 water is
ancountered, the drill hole should be pastly Eilled with betonite
clay with o splI cap, The lepervinous material should be-mixod in
poctablie containers to minlmlzé sucface disturbance, The . -
witigation measures {nclude all those measures duaccibed in-the
*petalled Project Description® fncludad in thelic applicatlaon.

Additionatly, the Department will lmpose 2 time constraint on the
drliltng ‘activities. 1The nolse and attendant activitios will
cosult in unnecessary disturbance to wintecing deer. Hintering
Jeervdo not leave the area totally until about mld=Hay. gacty
fall stomms, usudlly in mid-October, mark the rwturn of deer to
thelr wintecr'Canges. Neec archery season opans in mid-August and

tunting tecreational activit{es are common on the atea entil early
Netnber.

The requosted activities must takp place Juring the timo vhen
thuce will be no {mpact to recccatlonal activities or the duer
resourco dependant on the Antelope Valley WHA. The Depactmunt
therefote requlices that tho explocratory uctivity take placu fcom
Hay 1S through Aiigust 10 and from October 5 until deer migcation
occurs as detammined by the Department. Thoe start up and shut
down-datus may vty depending-on dodc migration and will ke

e dutarained by tho Dagattmunt.

2N
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° ' ,LE‘I’TEFi (Cont.)

]

tn codclusion, the Department contwinds that a mitigated-Hogativo
maclaratiol (o properc toltowing adoption of all nitigation
|OANPT S contained In the projaect dusceiption and the timy
constriint requested by the Dupartmont.

,

‘CALENDIAY PAGE

Thant*ywu_tor'thb oppactunity to ceview this projuct. (€ 1 con ha
of turthee sssistance, please vontact patricla perkins, Wildlite
Mind jonent Supecvisor at {916) 355-7010.

~  Sincerely,

Lot . >
ﬁ'é CLieee
;}l Jomes D Husssceaith

+ Beylonal Mangyar




LETTER RESPONSE

\ 18 Sterraville P.0. Box 95

s mmmlol Ranger Sferravitle, CA
Apts

Apast . District 96126

wese 2810
e~ JUL3 N9

AR PACE

b
'

a0
§
¢

T, Gregury J. Pelke
State Lands Comfssion
245 Mest Broadway, Suite-425
Long Beach, CA 90302

[

AINUTE PAGE

CHLIND

b

Ucar Hr, Pelke,

In-response to your agency's letter dated June 19, 1907, reqarding Hecla
Hining Company's proposal and the reed for an EIR or #O. It s my recomaendation
that an W0 be used to address this project.

Over the past few yoars Hecla has perforacd similar exploratory drilling on

Hational Forest Lands and we hava seen mininal {mpict to other resources. Coreent nited,
Als0, they have performed well in meeting our requirements for thelr opzrations. 1

Sim:e?:ly.

sﬁzﬂ: n’s{’f4/ 2

Z otstrict Ranger

JURTULSIEE

,
g =

SRRND 1o ¢F ANY




LETTER RESPONSES

)l‘! 0 (MIN -“( MIOUACLS ACHNCY - le Rl“l‘l‘. f-on:
DEPARIMENI' OF FORESIRY
tavg denstor Siatld s ¢ 8

f8smIiO C8 MMy ‘«ms Sazrasectze 33 HUUI
1220y 322029 '

1 PAGE
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June 29, 1987

P

NAA
Ui VAGE

ox

Wr. D, J. r:ver!ttn

Anslntaut Thief R
gxtractive Developnsht Profnram
State Lands Commission -

245 Wont Nroadway, Sulte 425
Long Beach, CA 90202

CAlLt
N

i
. *i
% " 3

Uoar Mr, EVeritin: ‘ -

©

PILE REFERENCE: W 40526
SCHe 87052507 :

q Bave .revicwed the Applicaticn for a Prospecting Permit. by lHecla Tie prorpéeting pemit remlnee tienla Hinla? Jowme 1o comply Wity it
¥ahing Soapany and baiirve a Neqative Declaration wsuld be appldenaide Iavs anl rrm\allmn of the talted Ptatrr, Jtate o8 Y enle
appropriate for thiz phase of the project. We offor the ant with all appiiostle remilrerents of ¢l vg enl exintler.
tollowi comments for your considoratl as th c
,,3,,’,,,.,:2,. 4 sratlon e project Any nlu-n) extraction Yepse faswnd o ftesia Hinths Sonpur ol ~eougss

~rpiatice 93th 81l apalieatie Pasn ot 2o alutbon.ae” ¢ e it Slates,
1, A3Q activitias on the wildiands and equipaent used for fitle of Olitamts ant 210, 311 appdjeat In menlveneale 87 80 fer gt
exploratory purposen will tiecd to comply with the state's emnlica.
{ire prevention stamnincds,

1: this area is timberland and the prospeciing results in a
‘decision to conduct a mining project, & Timberland
. Conversion !cnlc %2y be required.urder -the Foreat Practice
l\cto

Thonk you for the opportunity to camsent on this project., 1If
you need further Anforsation please contact Doug Wickizer -at the
Adove hddrnl and phone nunbar,

Sinceyely.

sth ol Dt

Xenneth L. Delfino
Deputy Dirvector for
Resource Management
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Wecls Ninley Loopamy Sroeciti to deill 13 boreholes oa California Departwent of

MVVS-.@I#A!P o wellave 2 Begotive Deciarsiton will b sefficient to cover
£ ewilromatetal ConCerns.

T tive Sorcholes Vesld.we andoned, Whether ground witee i3 encesstered o adt,
uting Jegtrecate saterial sch 43 cemeat-heatonity y-oet,
C3E you RavE-ny apeiliens, please cutl me at (316} 3653455,
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. LETTER

PET1] JC4) REQUESTING EIR FOR
DRILLING PROJECT

L PROPDSED FOR ANTELOFE. VALLEY

July 3, 1907 . .,

‘s The undcrsigned ace responding to a-venuest (rom tne Slete Lenie

ad
-~

.

.

‘ahly.d rave LuehvCheitncd “you®.

. 2 parated {rea the project .o 3 wholé,

]
L3

Cormission ccgarding ag arptication oy liccto Hinlng Company {or e
proceecting pernit on State Fich ang Ceme panas 10c3ted in the
3atelope Valiey of Tahoe Ihtionzt thrédt fn nu=thern Sierre Soualty,
Catifornia. A ausoee of cancerng leod uz to reket a tall
Enviranmentz] Impect Repoert Uetore uaid peariait i% dawrd.
: tnlttal conceehs centel arouat 1atocaetion of, the Enviaoracntsl
Iypuct Agsesvment Cneckliut that are uitrue Ino misieading. OF u@
¢stions conesrning the lnpact she dcllilng ot 13 velle Wl guule
Wpth cqut tuti-Grorogicel whid
stenéotogical ttudies many Of the gqurstliare In the rhvek} st dasSt e
Jhsuered Smaybe®, Untll ASrTY Titderisy ID wohe.  Ihe pruantiet uciiling
1$ 1G bz Oone O¥er an Ioentileo fsult and the crlecty ot oigtut lod -
u&‘;a Cilrats. 10 tAIS.ATCE COUIAINIVE I ALCP greater  IEpact (URT)
3 O -y

’

i

f LI
e The erfect of insrenscd-tesfiic, LG1LE, ohi Cust Oh the FESIGHNCE

c? wnls vatdny 13 . conulneranty unzerplered In the report prusenten LY
pcta. Ve are sensitise to She asecuprion of tur ‘Tife dtyle ond ate
oppused to the gctivilties thet vitl accui with the $respssed helle
capvetint.  Alreesy the 33tIVITY JRat hab Centered arcury-thic
preposed Hectd project het Caldad 1084l (eSiotuae tnTonveazente aS
they heve beeh facsed Lo pul up with increazed teaftic In €fcas that

L‘..DQ" Ueen, uatil new, uste, (ilet hidnto for hikion, Tiolag ang
% .

cyshing. . -

that no: long trem eflecto witl restic 1o the nroposed ffawtreting
phestt 35t Antelope Valley.
the tirat oteg in a project hich, 3L unowrtaken. Y11 Lo vet .o
valley ang tne unocerslened to dlzruptions of cut way of 1ilr And even
_th. the potential gtor wyevete hualte hazarus.

'

r— It i» Imailed in the Enviconmente] lopast Acuesmiint Ineswilnt

Thiu I8 onvicucly untzue, Thig 1o gus¥

L ¢ Wer tnOerstand thet the Initial-procpentind Pt S 113 CoOnect e
vAly vith 13 weito, Dt eluo teed the taitist PPUTELLING Cantt e
The muguitude wt an opeh pIt

njna-teeration using-& craniov. OXLT 3Ct10EH Method LHuateny L0 euth

that BOYNIRG- TAOCL Of the Sreatetl -CratILa st sviky wiip of tne
hairk '

i

prajccts ausption must be tarch.

ue the unaérsigned uirceccly hupe the State L3tz Uummizsion wii.
reguire 3b Enviconvental Impatt Pepntt Lefare $33vine, ORE T2 O 10T 1 B T
peratvifor the Griliing Ot wedisd Io Antelope Valluy.

%
A

_Signed by €6 foual concerned cllizens.

Verr » 3
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Ga Jupe 75 and ¢, 1917, an srehealotiealifleld cwrrey of the prajest aven s
comineted by forer Wl Verner. i rd -ulrlg;tnnt enltural resoir-ed Jere $a~ntel

2itin Uo-nrojezs area. A copy of thin heclienln ieal field curcer 15 on e
th e Lons Dzash. afftee of the Flate tarila Comatnaton.

Aesardin: to California Divicies oF Hinco sl Gealos 100,207 feoluile Mon
afr Cilitorela, tac tiot Sprinve “nrll 15 Appmci-ntely localed wllgerat tn t -
noetirart cotier of tig projoct e fifnee e Aelttasler =1l toe prooertse
atandonad trecdfately ATiEE driliing a0 reouired "y the Coeniscion, Yuo3
drfldine. ahonhi-not Aferupt wmater eirataiin the aeen.

a3 ninor atount of increancd trafry-, ngi;lg.c, and dnat cenerated fn t4e protect
ar=1 311 be terporary. lHecla 149 ning Tohpiny ectimites drillfe: ti-e %ot 1o

execed one diy per hole.

Tair "projeet” turelves & mineral prorpesting pemnlt which 1Y anly yutherize
the drillin: of I3 explorators tnler. !gmid the prospectin 1 dritter oo
gucaear™ii, e npplicaal surt applss for a minerat extractien Yrare. triar %2
the <rahting af such.leace, an envivonncatal tnpset-report vill Yo orepared,
cirenlntsd, and conasidercd. N

.

o
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Dean Jennings
Ltar Rmte,
Loyalton, CA 96310

—um-—-.—n mm . July 8, 1341,

Y. Cronory Jo Telko | , : A
Jtite- Lunds Cxalasfon H
. 244 Fest Brosimy, Suits 425

o engEnd e C150002
B K -

¥

Danr Nre Pelkes

. “hin is's-tespmes to-your reqeast for mﬂﬂoan- o the mineral
. pirepacting pueroit: applicaticn -of Hecls Nliing Company-for defllins: srplor-
1 mtory heles on 1and:omed :yyrCalifomnis Stats Fish and Cane,

. tat Fodnosiny, July 1at, s:woeting wiiconducted betwoen Hoekla
stanins papresontatives and thoss swsidents of Sferra Cainty which wil} be

u_».moSK affectod ¥y thelyr propossl of an open-pit, cyanide leaching process,
wold mine. !

The.perait spplioation By lleckla canc up durin; the gourae of ecvermation
38 pny offus wenlered shy your letterof June 19th had, not deen gent to noat
of the 1dc1)-maldents {nvolved. .ﬂ:»a@«.n&?nu?: since doen correcteds =y

espy szsived Toidey dnd: T thank yoie

The envircasental iampact asacamsent checkliat oubmitted by Neckiy to
sour-office. 3 part of the fnftinl stuly of the project Yacked credibility in
=ars 8f the qusstien. respotaess w03t of those prescnt felt.that for thin retson
alcne, fiactia Frcald o required to sainig to ny Bavitonnental Tompxict Roporte

A potftiun to that effect %111 som Lo cont to youe

. The seeting ¥as held at tho -Bilderaton Rnch, which 1ies ducnorth of
e propoacd cine and the-4rilling site in ‘queatim. Prod Bildetstas i
presently «st of the country ‘o3 Weincsd, ard- goanot respond to g letter.
vy wife and I hnvs doen, and ore presontly eAnzpers of his zonch ot & yéar~
somd dasis and the comoerna that he has for this project sro well knom to
. ms, Zhe progoswd.drilling site-is approxisately 2000 yards up-grodient: (e
=1an Jesorvior, shich is at the.south end of the xanch. e have vecn 1ivinced
‘R, by-the Gteteto rTve troit- a & comnericinl bixis, which wa -have doo for the
pont fONE FO8TT. £.4211ling opsretion codld Have definate Smpect.wefe it

vt disturs-thoss springs fesding the 2oke. The Bnar2rd given o the !.ua-gn
1. eneexiiot 4id not oidroas this poesidility. -

| n doalf.oF Kr. Baldersten, I zequeat that 2 et S requirod for
b $hiy projoete. Thank you for sour eonsideratim in tale matter.
" v- . .

-

- - Sincersly,

"1

RESPONSE
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It han Soen va- experfence et }n..w.ia.ﬂr:s& .—s-uvsown-&ogvaqwnu”
the water sirita. i -
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. OLPARIHENT OF Connervation Red Bluff, CA 56000 -
- AGRICULTUNE Sorvics 916-527-2667 -
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MINDT!

State Lands Coomission

245 test Dresdsway, Sul te 425

Long-Beach, CA-90802

Sibsect:s Censultstion Pursuant to Sec. 21060.3
of the Piblic Reseurce Cadus (Antatope
Voltey Aras)

Attention: #r. Gregery J.-Pelka
- . Desr tir., Palka?

= The U.S.0.A., Seil Censervation &“wrvlci betieves 8 complete 4 s . .
41 £i1R is necessary for proposed mineral explerstion in 1 f;:::;’“&"" 3":’:{ °’(". g “"”‘“"’"L’IP?‘. cwnents e-cloed Vo ofes
Antelepe Valicy, Slerra County. SVE] | ~ecncles {ocn cnpwentaineirold, il st ewerienee
y ulth thin e of pro, Ject, " do woll airee Ut on FI4 1n re-utrel.
: . N

Me request thid EIR dus te concerns o”vor‘ geii, uihr. forage
and wildlife ressurcas in the Yalley.

o
-
. }z-%" 4‘7;‘4‘4‘

L Findsp A, Brovis
‘ 1 Lﬁkrg: Son;ungihaht

LABicye




LETTER

R1EXRA VALLEY RESOURCE CONSERVATION BISTRICT

P. C. Bax 175
nn&»:oa. Cstlifornia 936118

July £, 1987

. Stata Lands Temmisrlon
2495 ¥ext Rrondvay, Sulte £33
- Leng Beach, CA 20302

Attn:  Hr. Cregory J. Pelka

Sebject: Consuitation Puvswant- to Section 21080.3 of the
i Pubifc Resowrce Code: (Antelope Valley Aran)

.~ n .. -Ths Siegra Valley Resource Conservation District raquests an
ﬂ;‘xa.w-,—.wqoi nuvnennm—oo-sfnouowo<o—_3.

'
v N -

sene® Sa03 POt HAC)

Louls Cenazsce, Prusidint
Slerra ¥alley Retource
Censarvation Districe
L. O, Bex.173.
L.iyaltan, CA %6118

RESPONSE

d. Cormant noted.




File Ref.: W 40526
"SCHF 87052507

Jure 19, 1987°

CINITIAL STUDY
IRTRODUCTION

. - -Hecla Mining Company has applied ta the State Lands Commission-
. ~-‘for 2 mineral prospecting permit on state Fish and Game P
.preprietary land tocated in the Antelope valley of the Tahoe
-Hational Forest i california. The

j i 13 exploratory.hples, 4 1/8
inch i p £ 200 feet to exp: for
precious metals. ‘ p
. togging road and byroff—road=travel. 7
. drilting, all holes shall be properly,abandoned, and d
sites reclaimed. .

D

The permit when {ssued, is for a two-year perig&.and may be
axtended for a maximum of one yeare. :

This fnitial study consists of an environmental j@pact
assessment checklist, detailed project description,
information form response and maps.

STATE LAnaSucouMISS&O&
June 1987 -
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EXHIBIT *B°

SIERRAVYILLE, CALIFORNIA
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S W A0526
DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

»
-

Hiecla Mining Company proposes tO conduct precious metal
exploration in the permit area by drilling i3 holes, 4 1/8
inches in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet and
retaining samples for off-site assaying. Please refer to

- Exhibit A and B for location maps of the project. Refer to
Exhibit C for a detaiied parcel map showing individual drill
hole locations and existing access.

Drilling will be accomplished using a track mounted reverse
air circulation rig.. A gown-the-hole hammer will break the
rock to 1/2 inch diameter particles which are blown out of
the holec 0 2 cyclone. Cuttings are retained at five foot
Yacervals with approximately 1/2 cubic foot saved from each
interval. The remaining cutiings will be stockpiled for
backfilling the hole. HNo cored will be taken and mo drilling
mud: will be used. Holes will be drilled at an approximate
jaclination of 45 degrees. The drilling crew will consist of
three men who will be transported in one pickup truck.
Lodging will be in a motel in the nearby town of Loyalton.

Access to the drill sites wiil be obtained by an existing old
logging road and by off road travel. No new road
construction will be permitted. Surface disturbance is
sstimated to be approximately 80 square feet per drill site
or a toétal of 0.02 acre for all 13 holes. The maximum
anticipated execavated volume if all the holes are drilled to
a depth of 200 feetl will be 9 cubic yards.

Upon abandonment, approximately five feet of surface casing
required for drilling will be removed. Orill cuttings not
retained as samples will be used to backfill each hole. In
the event water is encountered duriag drillina, holes will be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of Water .
Resources Water Well Standards. prill sites will be
ccarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The seed :mixture .
will be provided by the U.S. Forest Service for use in the
area. A commercial fertilizer will be utilized to assist in
germination and growth..

CALEMDAL PAGE 298 N
AINUTE PAGE . 37 67 ‘

-




- _,.DRILL HOLE LOCATIONS

Drilt Hole
Exlsting Dirt Road
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D Mt e

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST — PART Ul B .
. Foem 13.20 (2/82) " ’*Fi!iiﬂef.: .'., \!:‘:5% i

- M - BV

I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION . . -

i ' .
3 ., A. Apphcant: _Henln Min{ng Qompanyz . : s
e . . B850 Yinavai Theive . . - : : i

. e . ~Cover.2tilene, Tdsha S30TL.TO4T e

N . .. B ChecxtistDate: _0f £ T0 J BT
'~+as C. Contact Person: . Gregory J,. Pelia P N — — : — .
d . . - . Teiephona: { 2T lsgn 2071 ) T -

©° D..Purpose: mwuwmmu - '

T .+ E Loction: _sgb qe eyl o¢ See 29 M OT W, B TS T, MPS, Sfewws c:rm'k_'- e
, . T . sk ne 'u';l af See 27, T 2T N, B_IS I, MM, Slerxa County -
‘. ] R Descrlpnon' * e U . et o - o )
Lo wh_mmww five foot interval for off-
.- W&M@L&&.L_oles--. e e e i

G. Pegsans Contacted: _. ’ ‘ - : —i ‘. "'

’ AMeose i g nAZeY : - e
. . — £ XTigh ool 2. ]
L LAt Miedene Pagds Spide- A L . —— <

‘. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. [EXplain all “yes” and “maybe* answers) ‘ ;

A, Eorth. Will the proposal result in: Y?\! Msybe No

; 1. Unstable ea;'th conditions or changes in geologic subs:ruégpgs? .. ’ teseetenateanectsse o s e [:j [.} .‘/

2. Distuptions, displacements, compaction, or overcovering of thesoil?. . oo vv v v et eersssneceanns Pq { j {

3. Change in topagraphy or ground surfice relief features? . ., . ... ... c.ueereceserocccsccavanss [} ]r : {Z

4. The destruction, coverning, or modifici ion of any unique geologic or physical features? . .. cve v wnrm v enn [ ; l l :

5. Any increase in wind or water crosion of soils, eitheronoroff thesite?, ... ..o cevvveene RERRERR { I { .5 ,'

6. Chanyus 1n deposition or erosion of beach sands, o1 changes in qiltation, deposition OF »rosion wluch may

motly the channe! of 3 niver or stream or the hed ot tlm ocean or any bay, inlet, or Mce? e e e R IR |

7 Erposwie of ylt peapie or property-to-qeoloqic hasards such as-easthiuakes, l.mmlu
taduse o sinudas haeards? o Lo ... L e i i ieae e




fer Wl the propasal et in .
1. Substantial Jr pTILSION & dutenuraticn vl amtnent g uu.\hw"" Cae an aeswmsss e aaa
2 Thtcmhunoiobwcuoiubtei}don’ Coe . N I

3. Alteraticn of air movernent, moistute of temperatute. of any chanue in ;hmau.mﬁinloca\!v i regronaity?

fvager WL the proposal resuit ins

1. -Chanose inthe currents, of 'the course ot direction ot water muvements, in either manne of fresh waters? . .
2. Changss in absorption rates, drainag? patterns, o the rate ant amount of surface water runoff?, ..o e e
4. Alterations to the course or flowo! tlood Waters? .. oo oo es sttt O

4. Changtmthumnuntolmmcewatetmmv.waterhodv? .

%. Dischage wito sutface waters, or in any altecation of surface water quality,-including but nat mited 10
nmperamro.d‘sssolvedtxvgec\onurb:duv?. o iee s wmesssssevenmests JRP NP

&. Alteranon of the direct on or rateof {low of ground Wolers? .  caessasessvesemsanrrettT .o

7. Change in the quanuly. of ground watets, either through direct additions or withdrawals, 9F through nter-
mtuonofanaau:lerbycuuorexcavmons?...... .

8. Substantial reducuion in the amount of water otherwise available for public water supplies? .ccoeec-en
@. Expususe of people or property 10 water-related hazards such as flooding or tidal ey R

10. Swgnificant changes 1n the temperatyse, {low of chemical content ot surface thermal Sprngsl. v aneen

D. Plant Lite. Yhil the proposal 1esult g

1. Change in the diversity of species, or number of any species of plants (inclqding tgees.shrufn. grass, G;ant,
andaqu@hcp!m!sw.......................................u...............‘;..' P

~

'
t..

’

—— p—
-« Pw—

(W

+
erne &4 ow wre ens

—— g pomss

2. Reduction of the aumburs af any umique, rare oF endangeresd species of Plants?. .o o e nemmo st ee

3. intzoduction of new species of plants into an area, or in 3 harrer -{o the normal replenishment of existing

4, Fieducnonmmeageolanyag’ncullu:alciop? ............................._..,.q;........
Ammal Lifd, Wil the proposal result in: .

~ " '

3. Qlanggwin the diversity of species, Of aumbers of any species of :animals (birds, l,ang animals including
repuies, fish and shellfish, benthic orgamsms, P £ R ceereases

2. Reduction of the. numbuss of any unique, fare 02 endangered 3pecies of animals?. .. oeoermrer et

3. Introduction of new spacies of animals into an area, of result in a barner to the migral.Jn or movemant of

JUMBS? oo vvcoavanmmemvmens oo ,.
4. taeriorationzoexistinqﬁshorwildhfehabitat?......... - T R R R
None, Will the proposal result ns:

‘?.‘lu;reascmexistingnoiserevgls?..............,..... ceseneene R AR
‘2.Ex;iésureofpeopletosevcrcnmselevels?............ ot esesen s Y

“Light ond Glure. Wit the.proposal result in:

1~.ThenroduclionofnewIightorglam’.... .. ceeseves R L

Lund U VL the proposal resulian. . .0

A

1. A sutistantsal alteration of the present-of plannerd lend use ol an area?. .. O

.

Natucal Resaurees, Wil the proposal result

1. Increase wny the rate of use ¢f any naturat rcg)ulci:)’ b eeerasaceane fessesrseesaes

2 Substantal depleticn of any nonrenewabhle resoutces? L ... . Cee - Weesacessamenve

R y
———
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Rk of Upser, Dues the propusast result s Yes Maybe No

1. A nisk of an explosion or the release of hazardous substances (mcludmh, but not himited to, oif, pesticides,
chenucals, or radiation) 1n the cvent of an acCident Or UPSEL CONUILIONS? . . . . . v i ev s eneonssnnononsna ] D D

2. Posuble interference with emergency response plan or an emergency evacuation plan? . . ... e LJ D Lﬂ
Papaletinng, Wil the proposal result in: .

1. The aiteration, ?istribuuon, density, or growth rate of the human popuiation of the area?

Housing, Wil the ﬁropoia] result in: .

1. Affecting existing housing, or create a demand for additional housing? . .

Teansportation|Circulotion. Will the proposal result in:

1. Generation of substantial additional vehicular movement?. .. ........

OooC o

-
[

2. Affecting exssting parking facilities, or create a demand for news parking?. ,

fa

3. Substantial impact upon existing transportation systems? . . .. o v et it et on o
4. Alterations to present pattérns of circulation or movement of people and/or goods?
5. Altesations to waterborne, rail,orairtraffic? . . ... cv e it ecevraneooncens

6. Increase n traffic hazards 1o motor vehicles, bicyclists, or pedestrians? o o v v v v vt v eevrosnacansons

3

Public Serrices, Will the propesal have an effect upon, or result in 3 need for new or attered governmental
services in any of the following arcas:

A

1. Fire protection? . .o onveennroeenas .
2. Palice protection? ... ...cncenoen. - 2 eaaees
. Schools? . ... h ittt e eee e

4. Parks 3nd other recreational facilities?. .. ... .
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5. Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?.
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6. Other governmental services?. . ... oo eeenne

Eneryy. Will the proposal result ine

=
ol

1. Usc of substantial 3mountsof fuel orenergy?. . . .. ... ... s eecoscvecconranssacncnsnsens
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2. Substantial increase in demand upon existing sources of energy, or require the developmentof new sources? .
Unlities. Will the proposal result in a need for new systems, or substantial alterations to the fpliowing utilities:
1. Powerornatural §352. o o v c v v v ceeceorrsorsoasccsoasesosssecastcssastacssccaacrmasnens

2. Communication systems? . .. .....

. Wates?. . ..

4. Sewer ar septic tanks? . .

OO0

8. Storm water drainage? .,

-
.
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€. Solid waste and disposal? .. ...........

Humei Healtll, Will.the propocal result in:

0o

1. Creatiun of any health hazard or potential health hazasd {(excluding mental health)? , .. .

O
oo 0O

-
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2. Exposure of people 1o patential health hazards? .. oo v e in vt vannsenevcneansva,

R. Aesthetics. Wil the proposal sesult in:

1. The obstruction nf any <cenic vista or view open to the public, or will the propasal rasult in sh" creation of
anaesthietically tifensive site oen O PULIC VIEW? . . L . i (i ittt ot oo nennvoneeeoehassosans
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Recreation YW the proonsal tesult i,

A ey s s, e e Ly 0f Guantity of @xasting recomational npportisadies?
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1. . e propuse saust o the alteration of or the desiruction of a pretustonic or historic archealogicas site?

.ot

2. Will the proposal result in adverse physical or aesthets effects to a prefustoric or historic building, , .
CLTUCILIE, OF ODJECI7. i v it iveecoossscnoransorsossasssessarcererernrrenson st L.

3. Does the proposat kave the potential to cause 3 physical change which would affect unique ethnic cultural

values? . ... .50

4. Will the proposal restaict existing rehigious or sacved uses within the potential impact area? .. e s ve o E,l
©. AMandatury Findings of Significance. .

1. Dces the project have the potential to degrade-the quality of the envirgnment, reduce tha habitat of afishor™
wildiife species, cause 3 tish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threatén to eliminate
2 plant or znimal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a.rare or endangered plant or-
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or préhistory?. v oo .. o

2. Dées the projecs nave the potential to-achieve short term, to the disadvantage of lcng-term, enviranmental

D R R R R R R R 1.,

.
.
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e

3. Does the projest have impacts which are individually limited, but cumutatively considérablé? . ... .00

4. Does the project have enwironmental effects which will cause substantial adveise effects on human beings,
either directy O INDITECTIVY . oo v v berarososesnanssosansorosesenesoedeoraerreopames

111, DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION {See Comments Attached)

See attached discussion of envirommental evaluation, environmental getting
and detailed project description. T -
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IV. PRELIMINARY DETEARMINATION
On the hatis of this initial evaluation:

7] 1 find the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and 38 NEGATIVE DECLARATION will
be prepared. .

E_Zfl find that although the propasud project could have 3 significant effect on the environment, ‘hete wili not be a sigmficant effect
n this case hecause the mination measures described on an- attached sheet have been ac ed to the project. A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION wili 1w prepa:eid.

1 fang e qreposed pregect MAY have a signsficans oHect on the environment, znd an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
PRYCIW 1
= ! ., ® ‘
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Discussion of Environmental gEvaluation

A 2. Disruption, displacement, compaction and
overcovering of the soil will occur in the immediate-
vicinity of the drill sites. However, the disruption
will be short term and all disturbed sités will be
properly reclaimed. )

€ 3. Tee drilling 9ctivity will temporarily displace

animals from the immediate vicinity. No long term
effects are anticipated.

F 1. The operating drill rig will temporarily increase
existing noise levels.

s 1. The drilling activity will temporarily reduce
recreational gpportunities 3an the project site.

The 80 acre pa ation is within the %4,480+ acre
Anteiope valley Hi i ed by the Wildlife
Conservation B the California pepartment of Fish and
Game (CDFG) in 1980. The CDFG acquired the parcel primarily
for the prime deer winter range habitat as well as
recreational opportunities including hunting, hiking, camping
and general cutdoor enjoyment. The federal government,
through tb;“Land and Hater Conservation fund, participated in
this acquiisition on a 50% basis. Due to the federal
government's involvement, the CDFG has requested and. received
permission for conversion of land use for mineral prospecting
activities.

1n addition to CDFG lands in the Antelope Valley ared of
sjerra County, there exist an additional 16,300 acres
belonging to ,

1) U.S. Department of Agriculture - Forest 'lervice, Tahoa
National Fsrest.

2) U.S. Department of the Interior - BLM, Susanville
District. .

3) Private Land both within and outside the NES boundarye.

Due to common land and resource management jssues the private

Yandowners a 2 i d under the Ant2 ope

Valley Coordinated i est manage the

land as an ecosystem. . goals of
private landowners 3

aprctaction and improvement of the deer winter range

C60r1 1132197 of livestock grazing with wildlife use

sarze,” of tiader traspass

consrai of vehicle use in unauthorized areas_
!
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l.-.-zrrwns FAGE




§) abate stream erosion and raise the water table in Antelope
Valley .

6) the pogsibi1ity of mineral resource develapment impacting
other resourcsas

7) the possibility of uncontrolled wildfire due to exc?ass
fuels -

The entire area is zoned general forest. The general plan is
designated jntermediate forest for the entire Antelope Valley.

in the SH 1/4 of Section 27, immediately idjacent to the area
under application 1ies the now abandoned Antelope Mine. This -
underground mine e turn of the
century from the same i i ich present

exploration js desired. Access to the underground workings of
the Antelope Hine are no longer accessible. :

CALENDAN PACE
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ENVIRDRMENIAL SETTING
. \ ,
i escribe the project site as 1t exists before commencement
’igf the project. include ififormation such as‘topography,
ol stability, pﬂants(and animals, and aqy.cu1tural,
~“1istor1cai or. scenic aspects. Describe &ny existing
$Wstructures on the site, the use of the structures, and
E whether they will be retained or removed. .

 ;Descr1be'the surrounding_propepeigs. Include jnformation

M sych’ as topography, soil stability, plants and animals,

and &ny cultural, histortaa% or scenic aspects. Indicate
he t_pe of land uséﬂand intensity of land use of the

rea.

B8 :nclude a statement of the proposed 1iquid, solid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for the
protection and preServatﬁon of existing tand and water

15€S »

cant Responsas:

The project site is om 3 hill which slopes gently to tha
sout The area is alluvial covered, with §omé yellow

mule-deer. h
npck outcrops con . of isolated s approximately 20

ceet by 100 feet of silicified velcanic material.
Material surrounding the outcrops consists of talus and
gravel, 5 to 40 feet in thickness. No known cuitural or
historical resources occur on the project site. An
f the project site and surrounding
jddle of July.
oded, i 1
~ The State land has the same

The Antelope Valley area js on the eastside of the main
Sjerra Nevada range and is characterized by the dry
climate and ecusystem typical of the Great Basin.
Antelope Valley proper js a broad vailey floor with &
spring fed stream. T i ridges are dominatad
by stands of Jeffrey pine, i west slopes onto the
sieria valley tending to a juniper/cedaﬁ‘= sggebrush -
annual grassitand. Antelope Valley contains'bitterb?ush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush a3z well as perennial and
-annual grasses. Elevaticns range from 5000' to 6800°.
The area has @ nistory of fire as well as recent (past 100

years) Yogging.

o 00w om e
2w .
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Tre entire area is key deer winter range for the Loyalton
- Truckee deer herd. The abundance of bitterbrush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other c¢croplands as well as the relative scarcity of snow
make this a critical area to. wintering deer.

Ranches border the west and north edge of the area.
Typically, these ranciies are on the valley fleoor and
contain private land extending within thne exterior forest
Lgdndary. Grazing usually extends onto the forest via
on-off -or regular permits since the forest boundary is
rarely fenced in this area.

Dritling for precious.metals has been successfully
completed on nearby property by Hecla Mining Company.
Additional land use includes wildlife habitat and
recreation.

The driiling will be performed with reverse air
sirculation and the cuttings will be retained. All trash
will be removed from the site. -

— .
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

~~1, 'Describe the project site as jt exists before commencement
» -~ g€ the project. Ing]ude~informatfon such as topography,
soil stability, plants and 23 jmals, and any cultural,
historical or scenic aspects. pescribe any existing
.stryctures on the site, the use of the structures, and
- -whether: they will be retained or removed. -

-+ 2. Describe the surrounding properties. Include jnformation
: such as topography., soil stability, plants and animals.
and any cultural, historical or scenic aspects. Indicate
the type of land use and jntensity of tand use of the
area. -

3. Include 2 statement of the propased liquid, s9lid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for %he
protecticen and preservation of existing land and water
uses. ‘

Applicant Responses:

1. The project site is on a hi1l which slopes gently to the
southwest. The area js altluvial covered, with some yellow
pine trees and bitter brush. The most noted animals are

mule-deer. There are no existing structuyres on the site.

Rock rutcrops consist s approxima&ely 20
feet by 100 feet of silicified volcanic material.

Material sirrounding the outcrops consists of talus and
gravel, 5 to 40 feet in thickness. No known cultural or
historical resources occur on the project site. An
archeological survey of the project site and surroundinrg
area is anticipated to be completed by the middle of July.
Scanic aspects consist of wooded, rolling hills
overlooking Antelope valley. The State iand has the same

features as that surrounding it.

2. The Antelope Yalley area is on the eastside of the main
Sierra Nevada range and is characterized by the dry
climate and ecosystem typical of the Great Basirn.

Antelope Valley proper is a broad valley floor with 2
spring fed stream. The surrounding ridges are dominated
by stands of Jeffrey pine, with the west slopes onto the
Sierra valley tending to 2 juniper/cedar - sagebrush -
annual grassland. Antelope Valley contains pitterbrush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush as well as perennial and
annual grasses. Elevations range from 5000' to 6800°.

The area nas a hdstory of fire as well as recent (past 100
years) logging.
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“The entire area is key deer winter range for the Loyalton
- Truckee deer herd. The abundance of bitterbrush,
Mountain mahogany. sagebrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other croplands as well as.the relative scarcity of snow
make this a critical area to wintering deer. -

Ranches border the west and wyorth edge of the area.
Typically, these ranches are on the valley floor and
centain private land extending within the exterior forest
boundary. Grazing usually extends onto the forest via

on-of f or regular permits since the forest boundary is
rarely fenced in %his ared.

brilling for precisus metals has been successfully
completed on neardy property by Hecla Mining Company.

Additional land use includes wildlife habitat and
recreation.

The dritting will be pervormed with reverse air
circulation and the cutings will be retained, &1l trash
will be removed from the site.
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SECTION C: ASSESSMENT OF ENV!RONME,\!TAL IMPACTS

All phases of a project. such as planmng,acqu‘smon developrent 3t doperet "0 e oh b Lops cer el ashien i B
it; impact on the envuonrncm Please aNSWES the following quustsons Ly placnt 2 cheek e appropats tsoN.
Discuss all items checked ’ ‘yes’* Of “maybe’ o0 additionai 5 tazzist.

Vhill the project involve:
1 MAYSE

1. A cha-\ge in existing 1€ features of any bays. ude‘ands “peaches, jakes of hills, of
substam\al alterations of ground contours? ces ettt T PRSI

Achange in scenic views from existing residential areas of public jands o7 roads?.
Achangen pattern, scale of character of the generat area of the proiecx?.

ol---.-..-.r..

Signiﬁcam:etfect gn plant of animal life?ce oo

oo--.oo-oo

gignificant airour ts of solid waste OF TTTeTy SRR
A change in dust. ash, smoke, {umes Of odors in the vicinity?. c e em et "

A change in ocean, bay. fake, stream or ground water quality Of quantity, of an
aheungof esustmgdrainage p:‘.xems? TP R R

A change in existing noise Of vibration {evels in the vicinity? cae e oottt .o

Construcﬁon on filled tandor on 3 slope of 10ercent of mote? c.eecc T

Use or disposal of potenua“y hazardous materials such 3s toxic or radioactive
substances. {fizmmaoles Of exploswes’ TR RS Ceeseert

A changs in demand Yof municipal services {e.g-. police, tire, water, sewage)? -
ncrease in fossil fuel con‘sumption {e.G.o clecericity, oil, natural gas)? o

—

A larger project of a series of proiects? et

PART V

CERT%HCATION

{ certily -that all information and materials purnished in this application are true and complete 10 the best of my
knowledge and beliel. | recognize that this application and the project it addresses are-subject to all laws of the
State of Cafifornia. and the requlations and discretionary palicies of the State Lands. Commissica-

Applicant: _ S Date: 4/10/87
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