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Pelka

APPROVAL OF A NONEXCLUSIVE .CORE DRILLING PERMLIT
SIERRA COUNTY

Calendar Item 37, attached, was pulled from the agenda prior to
the meeting.

Attachment: Calendar Item 37.

[T e

. . .
e Dy
'

1}

‘c.‘.!‘-'vll"f AL




CALENDAR ITEM
z27 ' 09/23/87

W 40526
Pelka -

APPROVAL OF A NONEXCLUSIVE CORE DRILLING PERMIT
SIERRA COUNTY

RPPLICANT Hecla Mining Company
6500 Mineral Drive, Box C-8000 .
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814-1931

Gene E. Ealy

Hecla Mining Company

6500 Mineral Drive, Box C-800C
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814-1931

PROPOSED AUTHORIZATION:

Approval of a nonexclusive core drilling permit
on 80 acres of land, more or less, located.in
Sierra County.

CONSIDERATION: ‘
Filing fee of $25, processing fee of $250 arnd
— an acreage deposit of $80.

TYPE OF LAND AND LOCATION: ]
State Fish and Game proprietary lands located
within the Antelope Valley Wildlife Area and
further described as follows:

Parcel 1: SW 1/4 of SW 1/4, Sec. 22,
T2IiN, R15E, MDM, Sierra County.

Parcel 2: NW 1/4 of NW 1/4, Sec. 27,
T21N, RISE, MDM, Sierra County.

Parcels are located approximatiely three (3)
miles southwest of Loyalton.

o kgt _2.39
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 37 (CONT'D)

PROPOSED PROJECT: =
Hecla Mining Company proposes to conduct core
drilling to determine if there are deposits of
precious metals in the perm't area by drilling
13 holes with a track mounted reverse air
circulation rig, 4 1/8 inches in diameter to a
maximum depth of 220 feet. fApproximately 1/2
cubic foot of drill cuttings will be retained
at five-foot intervals for off-site assaying.
Drill holes shall be pronptly #bandoned upon
completion of drilling. Driil sites shall be
scarified and reseeded. .

It is understood that the information from such
drilling shall be made available to Department
of Fish and Game and State Lands Commission.

This permit_shall in no waﬁ give Permittee any
right to a lease or any other right to develop

any minerals which may be discovered in the
pPermit area. It is further understood, the
gtaff of Fish and Game has found that the
limited activities allowable under this permit

are not incompatible with wildlife manaqement
okjectives.

SURFACE- DISTURBANGE: , _ -
Access to drill sites will be attained by an
existing old leyging road and by off road
travel. No new road construction will be
permitted. Surface disturbance is estimated to
be approximately 80 square feet per drill site
or a total of 0.02 acre for all 13 holes. The
maximum anticipated excavated volume if all 13
holes are drilled to a depth of 200 feet will
be approximately 9 cubic vards,

On June 25 and 26, 1987, an archeological field
survey of the project area was conducted by
Roger H. Werner. "No significant cultural
resources were located within the project

a&rea. A copy of this archeological field
survey is on file in the Long Beach office of
the State Lands Commission.
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RECLAMATION:

PREREQUISITE ITE?S:

CALENDAR ITEM NO. 3T (CONT'D)

Drill holes shall be abandoned as follows:

Upon abandcnment, approximately five feet of
surface casing required for drilling will be
removed. Drill holes which do not encounter
water shall be backfilled by replacement of
drill cuttings into the héle. Drill holes
which encounter water shall be abandoned in
&ccordance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards. Impervious
sealing material is restricted Lo the use of
bentonite clay only. Mixing of this bentonite
clay is restricted to portable tanks or troughs
only. No mud pits may be excavated. The top
five feet of holes which are abandoned using
bentonite clay shall be filled with drill
cuttings so as to blend with the existing

soil. Drill cuttings «hich are not utilized in
backfilling operations shall be promptly
removed from the State parcel.

To reduce impacts to recreational activities

and deer resources, prospecting activities
shall be restricted to the following timie

periods:

A. May 15 through August 10.

B. October 5 until deer migration occurs as
determined by the Department eof Fish and
Game.

These dates may vary depending on deer
migration and are subject to change by the
Department of Fish and Game.

Required statutory filing fee, expense
deposit and acreage deposit have been
submitted by the Applicant.

Subject parcel is not known to contain a
commercially valuable deposit of minerals.

11/18/87.
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caLENDAR TvEM No. 37  (conT'D)

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: - '{n
1. Pursuant to the Commission's deld¥mtion of

authority and the State CEQA Guidelines
(14 Cal. Adm. Code 15025), the staff has
prepared and circulated for public review a
proposed Negative Declaration identified as
EIR ND 420, State Clearinghouse 87652507,
pursuant te the provisions of the CEQA. A
copy of this environmental document 1s
attached as Exhibit "gw,

Based upon the initial study, the proposed
Negative Declaration, and: the comments
received in response thereto, there is no
substantial ¢vidence that the project will
have a significant effect on the
environment (14 Cal. Adm. Code 15074[b]).

Permit shall provide for a performance bond
or other security device of $10,000 in
favor of the State.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
The subject permit application has been
approved ‘by the Office of the Attorney General
as to compliance with the applicable provisions
of the law with the understanding that; (1) the
final leg&l form of the permit shall be .
approved by the Office of the Attorney General:
and (2) tiie permit shall not be issued until
the Departiment of Fish and Game executes tke

permit consistent with the provisions of Title
14 of CAC Section 550.

EXHIBITS: fi. Land Description.
B. Site Map.
C. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE -COMMISSION:

1. CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND 420, STATE
CLEARINGHOUSE 87052507, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND THAT THE
COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED  THEREIN. THE PROJECT 'SHALL INCLUDE THIS PERMIT’
AND ANY EXTENSION THE COMMISSION MARY GRANT IN ITS
DISCRETION FOR THE SaMZ: PROJECT -DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT.
ANY EXTENSION SHALL NO° EXCEED ONE YEAR.

CAULNDARPAGE 235 .3
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CALENDAR TTEM NO. 33? (CON%‘D)f

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS DESCRISED IN THE PERMIT,
WILL NOT HAVE R SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENUIRONMENT.

AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF A NONEXCLUSIVE CORE DRILLING
PERMIT TO HECLA MINING COMPANY FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS, ON
(1) SW1/4 OF SW1/4 OF SECTION 22, T2IN, R15E, MDM, SIERRA
COUNTY; (II) NW1/4 OF NW1/4 OF SECTION 27, T21N, R15E, MDM,
SIERRA COUNTY, CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 80 ACRES, MORE OR

LESS; IN ACCORDANCZ WITH THE STANDARD .FORM. OF CORE DRILLING
“PERMIT. .

'w-. a—t —_ A
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EXHIBIT “A*
LAND DESCRIBTION W 40526

Two parcels of state-owned jand in Sierra County, California,
described as follows:

The SW 1/4 of SW 1/4 of Section 22, and the NW 1/4 of
NW 1/4 of Section 27, T21N, R1S5E, MDM.

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED AUGUST 17, 1987, BY BIU 1.

0550b
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STATE OF Crk_L'I_FOI!’Nl/} 5_71\1.!: Ls‘.NP..;,‘:_r_:-.a'.'llss_l_Ofi_ e e e ate e

STATE LANDS COMMISSION

1807 13TH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814

. BEUNGT JEYKNENAN, Gororig:

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

_EIR ND 420
File Ref.: W 40526
SCH#: 8705 2507

Projact Title: Mineral Prospecting Permit - Antelope Valley Area

Project Proporent: Hecla Mining Company

Project Locetion: SHWi of SWu, Section 22, NWj; of NW%, Section 27, T.21 N., R.15 E.,
M.D.M., approximately 3 miles southwesterly of Loyalton, Sierra
County. .

—Project Descriptlon: Prospetting for precious metals and other valuable minerals by
drilling 13 holes, 4-1/8 inches in diaméter to a maximum depth
of 200 feet with a track mounted reverse air circulation rig.
Approximately % cubic fuot of drill cuttings will he retained
at five foot intervals for off-site assaying. Drill holes will
be properly abandoned. Drill sites will be scarified and seseded.

—

Contact Person: TED T. FUKUSHIMA Télephone:  (916)322-7813

This document is prepared pursuant to the requirements. of the California Eavironmental Quality
Act (Section 21000 st seq., Public Rssources Code), tlie State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 K
et seq., Title 14, Californiz Administrative Code), and the State Lands Commission regulations .
(Section 2901 et seq., Title 2, California Administrative Code). .

Q.
e

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:

_/:7 the project wwiil not have a significant gffect on ths environment.

_/_x7 mitigation measures included in the project will aveid potcnéiauy significant effects,
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File Ref.: W 40526

SCH# 87052507

MITIGATION MEASURES

Proposed for Incorporation into -the Project Description

Access to the thirteen drillsites shall be confined to
existing dirt roads and trails to the maximum extent
feasible. Off road travel is to be restrained to the
minimum required. No new road construction is permitted.

To minimize the production of fugitive dust, all vehicle
speed shall not exceed 20 mph.

Permittee shall perform all activities so as to minimize
impact on vegetation. No trees may be removed.

Upon completion of prospecting activities, all equipment
and refuse will be promptly removed from the site.

All drill pads or areas disturbed by drilling activities
shall be scarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The
seed mixture type may be either that prov;ded by the U.S.
Forest Service for use in the area :or be in accordance
with the "Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for
Developing Areas of the Sierras®”.

Drillholes which do not encounter water shall be
backfilled by replacement-of driil cuttings :dinto the
hole. Drillholes which encounter water shall be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of
Water Resources Water Well Standards. Impervious sealing
material is restricted to the use of bentonite clay oniy.
Mixing of this bentonite clay is restricted to portable-
tanks or troughs only. No mud pits may be excavated.

Theé top five feet of holes which are abandoned using
bentonite clay shall be £illed with drill cuttings so as
to blend with the existing soil. Drill cuttings which
are not utilized in backfilling operations shall be
promptly removed from the State parcei.

SR
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Prospecting activities shall be restricted: to the
following time period:

A. May 15 through August 10.
B. October 5 until deer migration occurs as determined
by the Department of Fish and -Game.

These dates may vary QQpending‘Oﬁ‘deer migration and are
subject to change by the Department of Fish and Game.
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Hacla Mining Company

R o IR SN

June 26, 1987

State Lands Cominsnion
A% Went Mroadvay, Sufte 425
1« Meach, Coltfornta  9ns0?
Attng B, 3, Fveritea

fubject:  Xerponsey File Ref: W 4052¢

Mear ¥r, Fezritos:

Heela Mining Corpany helfeves o Negative Declaratinn (ND) would Be
sifficient for thic prajece. Drilling af this nature has heen rucresfully
<orpleted and rrclained on reArdyY property with ainfmal diaturbance.

m.:......n_d.

pEA N %.,Mf.v

Rrent Wiiloughhy
Frofjeee fanager

145 M0t Dine « Bon C 2000 » Caewt d*Alene 1630 83414 1921 « (208) 769 4100 « TCLEX 326476

RESPONSE

.- Urren® nate 1,

FNE PAGE
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LETTER
SIERRA COUNTTY

IS athm ot o FLsmmag vl Paraldeng Enoprs tone
[KIRPERY ]
) 3 s bim
< en

RESPONSES

N
ly 7, 1587 Boow 11 10y

State of Catifornia Sae 1 AEE ot g cerraren e T e S
Lands Conurssion
734 sest Broadway, Sufte 425 2 1y Nindus Pocpans dn reatefoted tooonly tawee e | gote deent ot
ong Beach, CA 30802 pevge 4 ilerarlpt b athin thin Propiratl Seoattse Bl et e §

Hoela Hining envdacifan of wwive, GHLeration ol ptrev, tals, e o =es, rlve ) Ve
Attn: Mre, D, J. Everitts (¥-40526) cmljey ity tpenite el rlorse ard eanplne 16 L peregtosd

Assastance Chief
2 er plttatlon warun mibe b,
fiegr 2r. tveritis:
3 LALRTI 1 B XYL T O
Inis will acknowledye receipt of your June 19, 1937 request for comments oOn .
an initfal study regarding In appiication uf Hecla Hlning Coopany for 3 min- 4 tew mitl oyl lin e supe Busle o
er3) prospesting permit on State Fish and Gare proprietary lands located in . . .
antetope Valley, Sierra County. 5 vrior to Inltintins = Atnry ettvittes, liecla Ungee S ot
»1 mntatn b -arfeaced be the Thate, 0 tond or Alheen e *e W

first, you should be advised that th Sierra County Planning Comission, on sowntal le bcthe S5t in the meenl of JI0,0%,
July 1€, 1386, issued 3 Specadl Usd Pemil to lecla Mining Company to allow L .
drill1ag of seven (7) angle reverse circulation holes to a depth of 200 feet g ot s e el geapndn b steent v B end
11 arder to ascertain the ore potential of the eastern slapus, of Antelope ey e
vallay,  This applied oniy to a forty (40) acre parce) [APN 16-060-011 of
prieate praperty.

.1 rou yrderstand that Hecla Mining Company is proposing & similar proyram

2 State Fx<h.and Game Lands which consists of thirteen {13) explorstary holes,
Tour request for cormnts is therefore confined to this exploratory progrim
ard not further & subsequent developrent of private, State Fish and Gaee, or
jtoererentd) lands.

Trg Beard of Supervisors, diriaa its regular meeling of July 7, 1987, consider-
¢4 the content of your June 18, 1987 packet ard takes the position that mitina-

tulu‘\ and/or canditions of any permit granted by your agency coritain the
ol \gwing:

1. TIhe operator shall conform to those exploratory ninln?‘actlvlue:

descrided within the sudaitted Special Use Permit Application. This
insludes no new road constructiop, nofse ard dust to be ntainized, v
trec remaval, no dlteration of strea= teds, no wechanized dozar cquip-
eont, no on-site fuel storage, no camping or on-site occupancy. Any
deviatran frow the proposed drilliag operation plans.shall be subject
to Staff review,

U 2apletion of the evploratory program, all cquipment and refuse
~13% be retoved froe the property.




LETTER (Cont.)

Mr. 0 3 Ever‘tts
Suly 2, tou?
Paje T

3. Upen completion of the 1983 ooeratfon, the tewnorary access-road that
wis 3lloaed to be built as & component Gf the 1985 Special Use Permit
shall da.e<to be bermred at its entry point to avoid continuil vehicular
use and bacoming an entrenched roadway.

AIL dr1ll puds or arcas disturbed by ¢rilling sctivities shall be smooth-
ed. compacled and resceded. The resecding shall occur at an approprite
time of the year {May-August), prior to stari of the winter season, to

insure a high success rate. Al drilling arcas disturbed during the 1986
aperation, as well 45 those not reclaimed from the 1985 pormit, shall be
reclaimed by May 35 1987, The seeding.type shall be in.accorcance with

the  Eroston and Sedirent Control Guidelinas for Oeveloping Areas of the
Slerras”,

Price to initiating exploratery activities, tha applicant shall pravide
¢ pav foreance security in a fore acceptable to the County n the amount
of £MCG. The $500.00 parformance security from 1985 will be retained
by tre Counly g5 well ay the additional $100.00 unti) alf areas disturbed
durirg the MBS and 1936 dr{l¥ing operations are reclaimed to the satise
faction of Sierva County. The County shall retain the posted security
urt>1 September ‘14, 1987 to insure that site stabilization and reseeding
pli-s are coxplete,

=11 zropased uses of this property should be precluded during that perfod

of L1~ that migratory or vorident deer maverent 15 occurring or key winter-
$umrm- 0 & oer hahitdt 1S being used by deer.

YRIPK o34 2%2 we would appreciate your “onsideration and ipproval of this
re gaest

Singerety,

SIERER LowiTr
ELENN S TLPARTMENT

r}h\“i,Ya(Cr'

Tem o4, Rav'g

Flannvr ; Director

Lo L0 Py

€€ Yer.erc, Rnard of Supervisors

L3S < Stave Btdhop (Srerravilie)
Flyrean,
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DIPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

-
f wwb iy 004D M A
sl o capOnA CA1AMsaA 93810

(ot 355-1020
LU &)

Mr. Gregary J. Pelka

state Laads Comatasion

245 wost Rroadway, Suire 125
Lon) fieach, CA 90HU2

dear Me. Pulks:

- The Depactment of Fish and Game has raviewed. the application of

flecly kining Company to drill 13 éxploratory holes on ‘land
included in the Antelope Valley Wildtilte Kanagoment Area nuar
toyslton, Siecta County.

Hecla's exploratocy sctivities have been obsorved: in recent ysara
an thelz patented land and nvazby US Focest Service lands.

The application properly tdentifles the area as. ccitical doer
winter range €or the Loyalton-Truckee deur hec’

Thy Depactaent of Fish and Gama concludes that a mitigated
Segative Declacation is proper for this project. From a fish-and
wildtite viewpofnt, the plan to abapdon the dry drill holes by
macktilling with deill cuttings is acceptable., 1f water is
wnzountered, the drill hole should be paztly filled with batonite
clay with a soll cap. The Impee¢vious matacial should be mixed in
pirtable containers to minimize surface disturbance. Tha
it1jation measures include all thosy measutus duscribed in the
. "petailel Project bDescciption® included in their application,

= Adi$itivnally, the Department will impose a tire constraint on the
drilling activities, The noise and attandant activities will
rosult in unnecesary Jisturbance to wintering deer. Wintecing
leur 4o not less the area totally uantil about mid-May. Early
(all stomms, usually in mig-Octoher, mark the return of duer to
thele winter ranges. ULees archery svason opens fn mld-August and

hunting receaatisnal activities are cpmmon on thu area until early
QM T

The requested activities must take place during the time vhon
thers will be no tmpact to recroatlonal activitives or the duer
resource Jdependant on the Antolops Valley WMA. The Depactmant
therofore requlros that the prxplocatory activity take place from
May 15 through August 10 and from Octuber S until decc mlyecation
weurs as Jatermined by the Departmént. The atact up and shut
duvn dates mey vary depemding on deor migration and will bLe

e utesmined by the Depactwuent,

RESPONSES
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LETTER {(Cont.)

In conclusion, the Department contunds that a aitigated ﬁcgatlvo
elaration (s peoper tollowfng atoption of all mitigation

Addanares santained in the projece deseription and the time
cunstraint cequestet by the Depactaunt.

Thank you tor the vpportunity o reviow this project.
2 turther asabazance, please contact p
Mmajonent Supe-visor at (916) 355-7010

tE 1 can ba
atricia perking, witdlie

Bingerely,

. -~
il C Lt

st

James e Moegsersmith
Rejtonal Managur
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LETTER RESPONSE

- - ¢ Sterraville P.0. Box 9
! \A_‘z\ N Ko Ranguer Slerravitle, cA
DL LJDistelet 961z

e N e e

~-¢ 2810
L wy

rHr. Gregory . Pelka
Stat2 Lands Commission
235 West Breadway, Suite 425
Lon3 Beach, CA 90302

Lear Hr, Pelka,

In response to your dgency's letter dateg June 19, 1937, regarding Hecla
Hining Company's proposal and the need for an EIR or KD, IR s my recomendation
1hat an WD be used to ~ddress this project.

gwar the past few years Hecla has performed simtlar exploratory di'illlng on
Wational Forest Lands and we have seen miniaal impact to cther rescurces, St e}
Rso, they.have performed well in meeting our requiresents for thaie operations., 1

Sincerely,

-

=
Saktdh. g0/

o Swsirict Ranjer

LLE LT T R T




LETTER RESPONSES
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Juagwe 23, vegt

Mr. D. J. Rveritrs

A santant Chinf

Yxtract iy Developnent Progroam
wtate Il Cosmigsine

4% Wewr lromlway, Suite 425
Lang Beach CA 9082

ar Mr. Lvegitts

F1LE REFERENGE W 40526 )
SCH# 67052507

C v Vi n ‘Hular 4 N Vy e
W haye reviewsd the Application for a Prospucting Permit hy leela Tie procpectin “c“"“ 1"';,";‘:": f'; :" ':,"; Y, ";:,_", 'h,“"'
Mohims fesnany and betyeve o Hegat e Declaration would be wathes T 1o ‘".'; o ?'.‘ v e orl wegl .
Thysemriate far this phawe of the progect. HWe olfer the bl I aent e e b : s
$212wing coarents tor your conalderation as the project

0o olne » N e g Ve LB R P S e
PIATY deg W cfperal exteasttoa beaee 1o A Lrela ot}

Pl it N NI ApIL e Yy s ] ea 0w v e

v 3 . . ] S Ve el pee Ve g o fee
At Am‘vities (n the wildlands and equipment used for -.' -Iv"inf LR R Lo 1 R T BT BT 2 PT /SN T L
€ "L ratory purposen will need to conply with the state's nntter
.t prevention standards.

1.

.
-

Sy 3.8 area i3 timberland and the prospecting results {pn a-
decision to canduct a ninlng project, a Timbaerland

Coaversion Perailt may be requircd under the Porest Practice
RTA

Thank ven {or the opportunity tu corment on this project. It

you need further Information pleave contact Doug Wickizar at the
above addreas and phone numnber.

Sinceyuly,

stlol

Kennatls L. Dalfino
Deputy Nirector for
Regourre Managument

Bole by

CONLESVAION 15 WAL Uit~ atiP Cotvevs GHILH AND CDIN




LETTER
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CALEORNIA SREGIONAL WATER QUALITY CGNIROL BOARD-—

CENTRAL VALLEY REGION

T owd
A A A Y

23 July 1982

Mr. Grey Pelky

State Lands Cymission
¢35 W, Brosdaay, Suite 428
Lang e h, CA 90H02

HECLR MINING COMPANY - EXPLORATORY DRILLENG IN AMTELOPE VALLEY, SIERRA COUNTY

YHecly Hining Company propases to drill 13 boreholes on Califcernia Departeent of
Fish an! Gawe Land, ke nelieve a Regattve Leclaration will be sufficient to cover
WP eRvsrernenta) concerns,

the boreholes should be sbandoned, whether ground waler s encountered or nat,
useng 1=pemacgble matervdl such as cement-bentonite grout.

If 00 have ary questions, please call me at {956) 361-5655.

- i
I IO

U
LRt BTN

FERHT O S AU ]

Aty En g cger

(G113

e ¥e, Jue Meckel, Sferra County Planning Dept., wnieville L i
He. Pete Dotms, Condor Enviranmental Managment, Sonora m

RESPONSE

1 Yer o1 atior wentuee wesior ¢

MY eaoloeit ey Baler teflled to Qe 1y oy
Mearloned Y- Lok TIae fattiner In (he Yol
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LETTER RESPONSES

PETII Z0N REOUESTING EIR FOR
ORILLING PROJECT
PROPOSED FOR ANYTELOPL VALLEY
July 1. 1997

H
yd
—

e

The unuerajgned are TeSponding to 2 renuest from the flute Lende
Cemmdunlon regarding an ag plication by MNeclo Henlna Canpany for o
Protpecting perinit on Stade Firuh und Gome lenus tocated In the
Actelope Valley of Tahoe LV1674) threst In northern Sierre Stanty,
sellfernld. A pumder ol Concerns fead v to teguent a tull
tavirormentai Inpsct Report betcre wa.a Pt 1S Fawerd.

- -
- > Ll
YT W ALY

Inltlal converns center aroung tiztutaint fun oo e Ravicanmental

Ixpast Ausensment Cneehliut thal & e unlewe ong migicading,  O1 w@

Quellons concernlng ibe Inpact the UCllitng of 13 uelly dbuied vt

iy I3 Rave Leen cheened “yest.  Wyth vt qull sediogical any

areneolaytcal riuales cany of the waestiang 1n the ¢hegk st st te

1TYLerCa “maybet, unlil nofe feaeocon 3B uohe.  Ihe prontge:sd arlilyeg

13 10 Be Go%e 0Jer 30 1T6TILeO fault and the eelects of digiug ting '

H3le? Slraty sn ADIS ares coald have 3 nuer sreater FPast thn fa o done Meoand Y, I, an arcbeslosfenl rield en=er opf the prrlect y5en -

h— T, sorlncted Ty "o ap il Yernier 1o rl niffeant eqltmal soarir oz weee ) - "‘:
w1 ln b e oproaie ¢ qyen v eoje " Chig prcienln §a) FLald rar e §e g cits

The etfect of InsPereed tetitie, nelse, ong st Ol the (eSICuhcy f L Tone Yoo o ee of e 1e'e Tandn Co=af =,

Si nls valley i3 conzleeranty uascsla ed 1N the 1eport Prusentes vy iy - .

213, We are sensitlve tu fhe areinptivi 0F ur Life Style oha ote Traptln to Ealitarain Divislon of nen and Geala < Tamn), - ALEEE B A

JPRouEd L0 the uCLIVItIEs thal ¢ill 05vu With the wroshesed fes: o Wb hamndy, i o Fprluce bt (5 apprnedatels Laated ty e e

Peespectana.  Alrgeus the =3UIVITY vhat Dob CEntured Attt the N e o o Hie et Plnee Ve Trtilaolars Sf s aeaueg

preacsec Heela project hant covseo SO LESLACHCE  TICON A elsE ahrvioned festlately pfter dridiin: s veougred x 1 Peslzier, v

iney have been forced Lo put up with 1ncressed treftic In creas the M A Ll s devupt water 2trata dn Ue e

Rave Beev, uatll new. w3te, quict hzanta jor nivinn, rictug ang ot . “

L-~::!: Shing. i alnor 3 oust 3 daereaned $rafff - nolen, ant dhrt,ene~atef [ ves nes o
ey AN e e powrary. Neela Pinfns Conpint ertimites drflldec ty e o8 on

[- It s> implica in the Enavironmentel fapest ATUESTIONT Thean!ine fyered one iy pra hole.

that no Jony term effeats uill Teseit 2eom the LSOROTUE PraLoert s b

XL RTINS

pecmit In Aiutelope Valley. Toew 1o onvicuzly untsue, Ghie fs R s “weaie ™ taiolves a nineral Preepecting reoet "'l‘:' "‘_“ A .
Jre 210t otep in @ PrOJCEL WhICh, VI GEOErtaben. MTD taD.eel IS e detllne o 13 exploratars lmleg, “hoald the proeresties oy grgar

vslley arc tne ungersloned to aluruptions of Cut way ot life and cven fuecers e pplteanl nurt pel for v rluer ) edts wifon e . -:: .
0 the putrntial tor sevete huanltre hazacdy, the wrantin: of zucls leace, an envl-smental f=pact prooet il te ~zamacrt,
clrmilated, nl eonatdercd.
Ve und-ritund thet the tnitial BEOLPECLILT Pl 1o COnuat Besd
only with 1% ullly, but 21uo teel) the tnltisl poo geeet fan Cukihiit e
Seharated yren the prosect oz o whale, IO Maaghid SUTe wl oh Olth Pt
mIRILG eperating using a cyanlae vXtraction methng tHLaten L rueh
Shat rothing cnort of the oresteut caution ol Vot ntvp Ot the
#TO0OCD 2Uupticn ~uut Le taveh.

Ve the underaigned stteeiuly hepe the SUL Langy o AN ION Vs g
regalre sn Entlionmental lepatt tEPOLR e (ore 19300 « pr dupent . aa
o deratl tur the dri)ling of ueliy Ite Antelege Valley

Signad by 66 local concerned citizens,
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Loyittoa, CY 96110

LETTER July 6, 19 RESPONSE

Wre Grecory Jo Folkn

32 %0 fanly Cweiogion

Q4% Woat Nrwdwiy, Sufte 425
Loy Jewch, 2% 1002

Jear Hre Felvas

i3 1a 8 responce to yrur rey:est for cocrents on the aingral t ‘e et , . St o .\ .
preapecting rorsit application of Hecle ining Cunpany Cor drilling axplor- ‘— w..n:.“.._»pqsu:.._.? rirnce bt prapcety abuiet detiiholer do ns
atory heles m land omed by Califomis State Fiah esd Cang.

Laat Jindnenday, July 1at, a nceting wnn conductel boiween lnckln
3 mpiciantatives and those resideats of Slerra Cmunty which will de
¥ nffected by thear proposal of an apen-pit, cywmnfde lmiching pruceas,
=ull ~ime.

he pernit application by Hecs1x enne up durinz the course of coveratia
i) miny of as enlercd why your letter of June 19th %3d not beon gsend to moat
of e 1acil maideate 1avolvad, Tais avernizht o since doen covrnctel; a3
€ §¥ »rrived Fridsy and 1 thank yeu.

e eavittnzeatal impact aascownent checklist mbaitted by leckla to
smir office a3 gart of the inftisl stuldy of tho protect 1icked credibility in
=y of e uesiien respeizess “tat ©f those present fol2 thit for thia revam
Mo, szl 3truld be oequizel to satest to w Buvironmental inpret Rerort.

4ot that effaet will g b sont S0 yu.

Tve acotine 333 held at the Bilderaton lonch, thich lies due north of
the propoacd rine ind the dtilling site In queation. Fred Dildemston io
Feesently =3t of the cauntry oo husiness, nd cunant rospend to ywur letter.
'y #1fe and I hinve buen, ani ure prezently minigers of his mnch o a yoor-
rond Lasls and the coicems that he has far this prajeat aco wall knom to
us.  The propoacd drilling sitn i3 approzicately 1000 yards up-gradicnt (ren
T lean “evervior, vhich 1s at the south end of the ranch. #n hava boen lloenced
by tre State to prow troat m a comnericinl bania, which wa have dono for the
rant foir yearns S drilling oneriticn cruld havo a definate inpact were it
tn diot.rd these springs feeding the 1nke.  Tha ansvers givan on LMk Anaesasmnt

macklf:t di4 not addrenw thia pogsaibility.

r M boMAlf of %r. Balloraten, 1 requoat that an EIN be reilced for
this project, Thank you for your emsideratim in tirvia astter.

Sincoraly,




LETTERN RESPONSE
UNTIED SIATES 1350 N, Hain St., Surte !

DLPARIMLNT OF dhnn\ Lntion Red Bluff, CA 9b0UO
AGIRICUY TURE Sorvic NG-H2L-2667

IS
[P PP TR X -

L N

July 14, 1907

State Lands Commission
245 Wast droadway, Suile 425
wsng Beach, CA 90902

Subject: Consultation Pursvant ty Sec. 21060.3
of the Pulilic Resource Code: (Anteluie
Vatlay Areu)

Attention: Me, Gregory J. Pelka

Dear Hr, Pelka:

, c . .

Ihe U.5.0.A. Soi! Conservation Servese tel.vves 0 ccapliate 1 el on P b, 0F fhe pratest, Lhe curenta patel o f ree o
£IR 13 necessary for proposod mineral exploration in ~overnnental o neles {coe enseemiz oo laedY, el patt s et s
Antelape Valley, Sierra County. altn thle Core 0" pradest, e do ul arree Ut an T 4 r of ot

We requast tius EIR due to concerns aver sol, water, forage
and wildjife cosources in the Valley.
7

Lt
<~ N
)r‘f <l /) ll‘/“'
Linden A. Brooks
Arez Coanervationist

LABicye
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LETTER RESPONSE

METRED VALILY RESVURCT GCONSERVATION »I~TRIGT

PO, Rox 125
Tovaltan, Califernia 96118

luly &, 1987

oA

Ntate Lands Com sision
248 west Hrondaan, Sufte 423
Lane Neach, €A U802

Attn M, Gregory F. Pelka

Subject: Sonsultation Pursuant to Section 11080.1 of thr
Pubitc Resourse Code: (Antelope Valley Area)

’

d n .::..m_a_.;f..:Qz‘uccqnono./.‘:én:o:eranlnnanacnunus..
IR for proposed exploration {n Antelope Valley.

.— e gt e

Louis Cenasce, President
Sterra Valley Recource
Concervation District

F. 0, Box 17%

Loyalton, CA 96118




File Ref.: W 40526
SCH# 87052507

June 19, 1987

INITIAL STUDY
INTRODUCTION

Hecla Mining Company has applied to the State Lands Commission
for a mineral prospecting permit on.State Fish and Game
proprietary land located in the Antelope Valley of the Tahoe

“National Forest in northern Sierra County, California. The
prcposed project involves drilling 13 exploratory holes, 4 1/8
inch in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet to explore for
precious metals. Access will be obtained by an existing dirt
logging road and by off-road travel. Upon completion of
drilling, all holes shall be properly abandoned, 2nd dril)
sftes reclaimed.

The permit when issued, is for a two-year period and may be
extended for a maximum of one year.

This initial study consists of an environmental impact
assessment checklist, detailed project description,
information form response and maps.

—

STATE LANDS COMMISSION
June 1987
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STATE LANDS COMM:SSION

W 40526

APPLICATION FOR PROSPECTING PERMIT O

HECLA MINING COMPANY

SIERRA COUNTY

JUNE 1987
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EXHIBIT *B*

SIERRAVILLE, CALIFORNIA

156’ USGS QUADRANGLE
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W 405256

DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Hecla Mining Company proposes to conduct precious metal
exploration in the permit area by drilling 13 holes, 4 1/3
inches in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet and
retaining samples for off-site assaying. Please refer to
Exhibit A and B for location maps of the project. Refer to
Exhibit C for a detaiied parcel map showing jndividua drill
hole locations and existing access.

Drilling will de accomplished us¥ang a track mounted reverse
air circulation rig. A down-the-hole hammer will break the
rock to 1/2 inch diameter particles which are blown out of
the hole to a cyclone. Cuttings are retained at five foot
jntervals with approximately 1/2 cubic foot saved trom each
interval. The remaining cuttings will be stockpiled for
backfilling the hole. No cores will be taken and no drilling
mud will be used. Holes will be drilled at an approximate
inclination of 45 degrees. The drilling crew will consist of
three men who will be transported in one pickup truck.
Lodging will be in a motel in the nearby town of Loyalton.

Access to the drill sites will be obtained by an existing old
logging road and by off road travel. No new road
construction will be permitted. Surface disturbance is
estimated to be approximately 80 square feet per drill site
or a total of 0.02 acre for all 13 holes~ The meximum
anticipated excavated volume if all the hcles are drilled to

a depth of 200 feet will be 9 cubic yards.

Upon abandonment, aporoximately five feet of surface casing
required for driliing will be remeved. DOrill cuttings not
retained as samples will De used to backfill each hole. In
the event water is encountered during drilling, holes will be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards. Drill sites will be
scarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The seed mixture
will be provided by the U.S. Forest service for use in the
area. A commercial fertilizer will be utilized to assist in

germination and growth.




LDRILL iCLE LOCATIONS

Driil Hole

Exlating Dirt Road




ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CUECKLIST ~ PART I

. - ~L
Form 13.20 (2/22) File Ref,; "1 } ng-s

BACKGROUND INFORMATIOR

. A. Apphcint: _Hpola Mining Company

£500 ¥iqernl Drive

) . Couer A'Alene, Tishg 83GTL-TOIT
8. CheckiistDate: _ 08 [/ I0 [/ 87
.~ .. C. ContactPerson: . GQregory J. Pelkn

. Telephone: { 5T2") 5905207

D.. Purpose: _Pwospecting for prasioms and gther yalpshle minerals,

E. Location: _cyl e oyl af Sep 29, P 2¥ W, R T8 T, MM, Sferrn Count::
2 it nf See 27, T 21 N, B IS5 5, MDM, Sierrs Countv

.F. Description: e s < + - + of

i

0f 200 feet, Retain } cubic fook of sample from evesy five foot interval for off-
.  sita assaying. Properly sbapndon drili holes. . . oo oo oo o

G. Persons Contacted: -
—James Meggeremith-Regional Mapazer »
. ~Depaztwent of Fick and Game : '

-~ ~
i -

—Rancka Cordava, CGA 95470

1. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. [Explain all “yes” arid “maybe’’ answers)

A. Farili. Wili the proposal result in: Yes Mzybe No
1. Unstable earth conditions or changes in geologic substructures? . .. .. .ot icr et netv e nnas [ _i { ‘ R4
'; 2 Disruptions, displacements, compiaction, O oveascovensngof thesoid?. . . . .. .o cvv v e enn s e e Pf [ : i
3 Change in topography or ground surfice relief features? . .. .. .. ... 0.0 e o [ 1] , _l
N /

4 Thedestruction, covenng, or modifici tion of any unique géologic or physical features? . .. ...... . l I
t

-

Any increase in wind or water erasion of soils, eitheronoroff thesite?. . ............. e

Chanqus mn deposition or erasion of beach sanits, o1 changes in ailtatian, deposition of »rosion winch may

modily the chonne! of 4 civer or stream or thie ez ol the ocean o1 any bay, nlet, or lake? | . TN
1 Erpasure of all people or property to geologic hazards such as cartheuakes, landshises, mudsl)dm 4j'uulll A . !,
fulure or inulas hasards? . . y - . «-—-—.-ﬁ
é »

Lot S




S1r AV the proposdl tesalt in

1 Substantial air erame oy G deletaat’ sy of sotient ot qualidy '

2 The creation of abjectionabie ouors?

3 Alteraticn of air movement, mossture or tempersture of any chamge wn chmate, esther locally or regiorgity?
Weatee Wil the proposol cesult «n
1, Changes in the currents, o the course or direction of water movements, in either marine or fresh waters?

2 Changss in absorption rates, drainage patterns, of the rate and amount of surface water sunoif?. . . ..

3. Alterations to.the course or flow of fluod waters? e eenene arese - sas
4 Change in the amount of surface water in any water body? .

5. Discharge into surface w~aters, of in any alterzuon of surface water quahty, including but not limited 1o
temperature, dissoived ¢ xygen or turbidity? :

6. Alteration of the direct on or rate of flow of ground waters?

7. Change in the quantity of ground waters, ether through direct additions or withdrawals, or through inter
ception of an aguifer by cuts or excavations? . ..

L

8. Substantial reduction in $He amount of water otherwise available for public water supplies? .. ..

9. Exposure of peaple o1 propesty ta water-related hazards such 3s flooding or tidal waves? . ... ... ..

b ]

10. Sigmticant changes n the temperature, flow or chemical content of surface thermal springs?

D. Plont Lite Wil the proposdi tesult m;

1 Change in the dwversity of species, or number of any species of pilants (including trees, shrubs, grass, crops,
and 2QUALIC PIANTS)?. . .. i. it se i iee s sersssrer e aaeaan s e et

2. Rediuctiun of the numbees of any.urkque, rare or endangered species of plants?. .....

3. Introduction of.new species of plants into an area,.or in a barrier to the normal replenishment of existing
species?

4. Reduction in acreage of any agnicultural crop? . . . ..

Adwmal Life V-V_u-{l the proposal resultin

1. Change 1n the diversity of species, or numbers of any species of animals (birds, land amimals includinyg
reptiles, fish and shellfith, benthic crgznisms, or nsects)?

2. Reduction of the numburs of any unique, rate os endangered species of animals?. . .. ... ..

3 introduction of new spacies of animals snto an area, or result 1n 3 barrier 10 the migration of movem#nt of

PR I T I U R

animals? .
4. Deterioration to existing tish or wildhife habitat?. . .
Noane, Will the proposal result m:
T Increase in exising noise levels? .. ...
2. Exposure of people 10 suvere nosse levele? _ |
Light and (lure Will the proposal result -
1 The production of new hght or yiare?
lLund Use M1 the proposal result in
1 A substantial alteration of the present or planned lend use of an area?.
Notural Resourees, Wil the proposal result in )
1 1incroase 1 the rate of use of any natural resoueces?
2 Substantiat deptetion of any nonsenewahile 1es0urees?

235728
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Rk o Lpnet Gancs e pragiosal sesult in

1 A nsk of an expiosion or thecaelease ofFecid/dous substances [ nc.uding. but nat iimited 10, oif, pesticices,
chenurcals, or radiation) in*the event of an acoid<nt or upset comnditions? . -

2 Possible interfurence with emergency response plan or 3n emergency evacuatica plan? . .
Popnfetion Wil the propesal result in-

1 The alteration, disteibution, density, or growth rate of the human population of the area? .
Howusng., Will the proposal result in®

1 AlHecting existing housing, or create 3 demand for sdditional housing?

TrampuoriationfCireulunion, Vhll the proposal result in:

4

1 Generation of substaritial additional vehicularmovement?. & . .. .o o s ie ot cevevoense

Atfec ing existing parking faciities, or create a demand for nevs parking?, . .., .,

-
|
-
3
-

oon
o0O:

3 Substantial impact upon existing transJortation sysiems?

4 Alterations to present patterns of circulation or movement of people and/orgoods? ... ..

5. Alterations towaterborne, rail Or i traffic? , . .. ... .. it et rcrcrr e v
6. Increase in traffic hazards to motor vehicles, bicyfchsx;, orpedeslnans? . . ... eiiseteerienan s

N. Public Services, Wil the proposal have an ‘effect upon, or result 1n 3 need for niew or altered governmental
services in any of the fcllowing areas:

1
J

1. Fireprotection? . ... .. ..
2 Police protection? . ... ...

3 Schools? . .. ... .. e

Joar

4, Parks and other recreational facilities?, . ... .

{nlululn

L
i

5. Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?.

——
|
i1
— ——

6. Qiher governmental services?
Lnesrgy Wil the proposal result in

1. Use of substantial amounts of fuelorenergy?. . ... .......... e reecerserecrennranenns

=
Lyl

2. Substantial increase in demand upon existing sources of energy, or require the development of new sources?
Unlines. Will the propesal result in a need for new systems, or substantial slterations to the following utilities:
1. Powsrornaturaligas?. .. ......

2 Communscation systems?

1010

3o Water? .. ...,

LT

4 Sewer or seplic tanks? |

5. Storm wates drainage? . .

OCooO0Cc Cco O

4]

6. Solwd waste and disposal? .. ......
Human Heulth. Will the proposal result in:

1 Cuweavion ol any health hazard or potential health hazazy {excluding mental health)?
7. Exposure of people to potential healthhazards? ... .. ... veveevnvveovens

Aestheties. Will the propaosal cesult in:

1 The ohstruction nf any seemic vistd or view oped to the public, or vall the pronosal result in the creation of
an esilietically clfensive site anen to prahin: view? . . - . .

Re neution VYOI shse proaanst seqants

* (11T LT MR I I B 1151 Y Of wxatttiry 2 oo WWoooal O 0ea ¢ oy tae= *




. teo; a.toration of or the destruction of 3 prehusionc or histonc 31ehH0iGG.Car it 4

. .
. [ VTS R e L

viil ine proposd sl s suverse physical or aesthenc effacts 10 3 pretisstgue o histonc buluing,
structule, of ohjec:?® . e e te e mmme wawiaweaan C
Does the proposas have the potential 10 cause 3 physical charge which would affect umique ethaic cultural
values? . .o .

4 Wil the proposal restnict existing religious os szcred uses wathun the potential smpact area? .. . ..

Mandatary Findings of Significance.

1 Doss the project have (@ potentigs to degrade the quahiy of the environment, reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildife species, cause 3 tish or Vﬂ(ﬁﬂe“j population to Jrop below self-sustamning lavels, threaten to ehiminiate

a plant or amimal community, seduce the numiber o1 restesct the range of a rare or endangered plant or
arimal or enminate :/mportani éxamples of the major pzricds of California history or prehistory?. . .

Does ne progcs re.@ e polenlal 10 achicve short teem_ 1o the disadvantage of iocng-term, envieonmental
goals? . . . . . e e e . .

. Does the project have impacts which are individually hmited, Sut cumulatively considerable? Cieeaes U i

Does the project have enviconmental effects which will cause substantsal adverse effects on human beings, ' an
aither directly or indwrecily? . e x ameeen A e - [_‘J '

I11. DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION (See Comments Attached)
See attached discussion of environmental evaluatiocn, environmental setting
and detailed project description. -

V. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION
On the baus of t4as matial evaluation”
R :' Jcfing the proposed project COULD NOT have a sigmficant effect on the envitonment, and 2 NEGATIVE DECLARATIOR wiil
he preparsd

% 1 find that although the proposud project could have 3 ugmficans effect on the environment, here wilinot be a sigmifrzant eifect
i this g3te because the metigation measuies descnbed on an attacher sheet haye been ac ded to the project A NEGATIVE

DECLARATION wil. »m prep2ecd
Lt e prnpoascd nroject MAY have a gmificant elect en the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPCRT

Lo el
o
J@@%@Jéﬂﬂt) el
.0 thie 550, tee T oL N l.ll . , 5 . 30 3




W 40526
Discussion of Envircamental gvaluation

A 2. Disruption, displacement, compaction and
overzovering of the soil will occur in the immediate
vicinity of the drill sites. However, the disruption
will be short term and all disturbed sites will be
properly reclaimed.

£ 3. T e drilling activity will temporarily displace
animale from the immediate vicinity. No long term
effects are anticipated.

f 1. The operating drill rig wili temporarily increase
existing noise levels:

s 1. The drilling activity will temporarily reduce
recreatiocnal opportunities on the project site.

The 80 acre parcel under application is within the 4,480% acre
Antelope valley i jred oy the Wildlife
Conservation Board for the California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFG) in 1980. The CDF5 acquired the parcel primarily
for the prime deer winter range habitat as well as
recreational opportunities including hunting, niking, camping
and general outaoor enjoyment. The federal government,
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, participated in
this acquisition on 2 50% pasis. Due to the federal
government's involvement, the CDFG has requested and received
permission for conversion of land use for mineral prospecting
sctivities.

In addition to CDFG Jands in the Antelope valley area of
Sierra County, there exist an additional 16,300 acres
belonging to

1) U.S. Department of Agricultu<e - Forest Service, Tahoe
National Farest.

2) U.S. Department of the Interiocr - BLM, Susanville
District. -

3) Private Land both within and outside the NFS boundary.

Due tc common land and resource management issues the private
landowners and public agencies have united under the Ante ope
valley Coordinated Resource Plan in order to best manage the
land as an ecosystcfl, Common management CQACEFAS and goals of
the private lansuwnérs any public agencies include:

srota.tion and fmprovement of the deer winter range
coo~1 130 of livestock grazing with wildlife use
Cyene,  wf tider traTass

cansree f vehicle asw in ynauthorized areads

LN —
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5) abate stream erosion and raise the water table in Antelope

Valley ]
6) the possibility of minéral resource development impacting

other resources
7) the possibility of uncontrolied wildfire due to excess

fuels

The entire area is zoned general forest. The generai plan is
designated intermediate forest for the entire Antelope Valley.

In the SH 1/4 of Section 27, immediately adjacent tc the area
under application lies the now abandoned Antelope Mine. This
underground mine produced copper arouad the turn of the
century from the same geologic formation in which present
exploration is desired. Access to the underground workings of
the Antelope Mine are no longer accessible.




ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

ect site as it exists before commencement
the project. include information such as topography,

,i] stzbility, plants and animals, and any cultural,

: storical or scenic aspects. Jescribe any existing

-ructures on the site, the use of the structures, and

-

iether they will be retained or removed.

g ascribe the surrounding properties. Include information
s uch as topography, soil stability, plants and animals,

4 nd any cultural, historical ¢r scenic aspects. indicate
. he type of land use and jntensity of land use of the

g -~ea.
] nclude a statement of the proposed 1iquid, sclid or
f jaseous waste disposatl methods necessary for the

yrotection and preservatioh of existing land and water
iSeS.

B scribe the proj

-ant Responses:

site is on 3 hili which slopes gently to the
¥ southwest. The area i3 alluvial covered, with some yellow

pine trees and bitter brush. The most roted animals are
-ule-deer. Th isting structures on the site.

20¢k putcrops consi lated zones approximately 20
ceet by 100 feet of silicified volcanic material.

Material surrounding the outcrops consists of talus ang
gravel, 5 to 40 feet in thickness. No known cultural orf
historical resocurces occur oa the project site. An

. archeological survey of the project site and surrounding
area is anticipated to be completed by the middle of July.
Scenic aspects consist of wooded, roclling hills
overlooking Antelop> Yailey. The State 1and has the same
features as that surrounding it.

he project

e Yalley area is on the eastside of the main

The Antelop
racterized by the dry

Sjerra Nevada range and is cha
climate and ecosystem typical of the Great Basin.

Antelope Valley praoper js 2 broad yali. s floor with 2
spring fed stream. The surrounding ridges are dominated.
by stands of Jeffrey pine, with the west slopes onto the
Sjierra Valley tending t. 2 juniper/fcedar - sagebrush -
apnual grassland. Antelope Valley contains bitterdrush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush as well as perenaial and
annual grasses. flevations range from 5000° to 6800°'.

The area has a history of fire as well as recent {past 100

years) 1'ogging.




The entire area is key deer winter range for the Loyalton
- Truckee deer terd. The abundance of bitterbrush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other croplands as well as the relative scarcity of snow
make this a critical area to wintering deer.

Ranches border the west and north edge of the area.
Typically, these ranches are on the valley floor and
contain private land extending within the exterior forest
houndary. Grazing usually extends onto the forest via
on-off or regular permits since the forest boundary is
rarely fenced in this area. ,

Orilling for precious metals has been suctessfully
completed on nearby property by Hecla Mining Company.
Additional land usé includes wildlife habitat and
recreation.

The drilling will be performed with reverse air
circulazdion and the cuttings will be retained. All trash
will be remcved from the site.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Describe the project site as jt exists before commencement
of the project. fnclude information such as topography,
soil stability, plants and animals, and any cultural,
historical or scenic aspects. Describe any existing
structures on the site, the use of the structures, and

-whether they will be ratained or removed.

pescribe the surrounding groperties. Include information
such a3 topegraphy, goil stability, plants and animals,
and any cultural, historical or scenic aspects. Indicate
the type of land use and intensity of land use of the
area.

Include a statement of the proposed liquid, solid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for the

protection and preservation of existing land and water
uses.

Applicant Resgonses:

1.

The project site is on a hill which slopes gently to the
socuthwest. The area js alluvial covered, with some yellow
pine trees and bitter brush. The most noted animals are
mule-deer. There are no existing structures on the site.
Rock outcrops consist of isolated zones approximately 20
feet by 100 fcet of silicified volcanic material.

Material surrounding the outcrop: consists of talus. and
gravel, 5 to 40 feet in thickness. No known cultural or
historical resources occur on the project site. An
archeological survey of the project site and surrounding
area is gnticipated to be completed by the middle of July.
Scenic aspects consist of woodgd,‘rc]]fng hilils
overlooking Antelope Valley. The State laud has the same
fsatures as that surrounding it. -

The Antelope Valley area is on the eastside of the main
Sjerra Nevada range and is characterized by the dry
climate and ecosystem typical of the Great Basin.
Antelope Valley proper is a broad valley flcor with a
spring fed stream. The surrounding ridges are dominated
by stands of Jeffrey pine, with the west slopes onto the
Sierra Valley tending to @ juniper/cedar - sagebrush -
annual grassiand. Anteélope Valley contains bitterbrush,
mountain mahcgany, sagebrush as well as perennial and
annual grasses. Elevations range from 5000' to 68G0°'.
The area nas a history of fire as well as recent (past 100
years) logging.




The entire arza is key deer winter range for the Loyalten
- Truckee deer herc. The abundance of bitterbrush,
mouyntain mahogany, sagebrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other croplands as weli as the relative scarcity of snow
make this 2 critical area to wintering deer.

e of the area.
Typically, 1ley floor and
contain privat 3 i jthin the exterior forest
boundary. Grazing vsually extends onto the forest via
on-off or regular permits since the forest boundary is
rarely fenced in this area. ;

Drilling for precious metals has been successfully
completed on nearby property by Hecla Mining Company.
Addgitional land use ineludes wildlife habitat and
recreation. ] )

The drilling will be performed with reverse air
¢irculation and the cuttings will be retained. Al1l trash
widll be removed from the site.




SECTION G ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL HAPALTS

[

All phases of a{pto;ecl.s-.-ch a3 plannmg.acuuis:lmn,dcvc!op-- S e A L et e amt
W, wmpact on the environment  Pleasc arcwer the following quattiens by §1lanns 4 Pl v tmer Aoty Bt
:scuss ail semscheched yes” of “maybe’ on auditional sheeilsh.

Viit the project nvolve

1. Achangein existing features of any bays, tidelands, teaches, lakes or hills, or
substantial alteration of ground contours? «cooeoeces e

A change.id scenic views from existing residential areas or.pubhic lands or roads?. .
A change 1n patiern, scale ar character of the general area of Lié project?. - - «
Sigmficant effect on plant of animal hie?

Significant amounts of solid waste of T PP R TR R R S

A change in dust, ash, smoke, fumes or odors inthevicinity?, o oo ve oo

A change io ocean, bay, lake, stream or ground wates quality.of quantity, of an
ahcringotexistingdrainagepmems? R R

A change 1n existing noise or wibration levels inthevicinity? coaeoer oot
Construction on filled land or cn 3 slope of 10 percent of MoTe? v eseaoserse"

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous matesials such as taxic or radioactive
substances.llammablnorexplosives?;................,.,..

11. A-changein demand for mumicipal services {e.g., poiice, hire, vater, sewage)? . . - -

12. increasein fossil fual consumption {e.g.. elegesicity, oil natural gac)?

13 Ala:gerprojecxota:eneso(proiects?

PART V

CERTIFICATION

| certify that ali information and materials turristed in this applicatiory are true“and complete to the best of my
knowledge and peliel. I recognize that this application and the project it addresses 3:¢ subject to all laws of the
State of California. and the regulations and discretionary palicies of the State Lands Cammissicn.

-/ P

Applicant: Gene K. Ealy 4/16/87

Vice Precident © tuplnration
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