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SALUAGE PERMIT

APPLICANT:
; p. 0. Box 90

Grenada, california

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:

"LAND USE: salvage of silver

vessel, or vessels,

. TERMS OF PROPOSED PERMIT:
Initial period:

A 37.6¢—acre parcel of sgue?eign
bed of Owens Lake,

Malcolm D. Stewart

96032

land, from the
Inyo County. : . .
and artifacts from a sunken
at Owens Lake.

one year‘bgginning :
pDecember 1. 1986; extendable
for one additional year &t

the discrgfion of the

N Commission.

public liabiliky

'PBEREQUISITE:CONDITIONS; FEES AND

insurance:

Combined single
1imit coverage of $500,000.

EXPENSES®

Filing fee and environmental ceists have baﬂﬁ,

received.

SIRTGTO?Y AND OTHER REFERENCE':
’ a. P.R.C.: 3V .

B.
piv. 6.

AB 884 02/18/8% .

a

(PRGES 134-134.12 ADDED 12/19/86)
: : 2 NOOE )

tal. adm. Cod=l

v

-
5, Parts 1 and 23 piv. 13. °

Title 2, Div. 3+ Title I8,



https://134-134.12

CALENDAR. ITEM No. &5 (coNT'D)

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: ) -
1. This projest invozves the poteatial salvage
of a ve- "1 known to be carrying precious
pullion tich is believed to have sunk
petween £863 and 1865.

The saluvage operations wiIlainglude the
conduct of various seismic *asting
prccedures using various sophisticated
measurement deuvices and equipment. Such
tests will not involve -any use of
explosives. -

Based ¢n the results of the tests, six core
holes, eacn one—inch in diameter, will be”

excavated. The holes will be dug te a
depth of 40 tu 590 feet.

Should the test holes prove positive, the
saluage area will be excgbated=by\initiaIly
dozing the =Surrounding site to a depth of
apprqxim&tely ten feet and: further to the
proposed depth by use of mechanical shovel.

The project site will be backfilled and
restored upon completicn of this

operation. The site is exposed, dry
sovereign land, originally the .
water—covered lake bed of Owens Lake. 1%
was made dry when the jake's feeder streasis
were diverted for water supplies te
scuthern California.

A1l items removed from the -site will be
inspected and appraised by <ompetent
appraisers. From all that is sold on the
cpen market, or kept by the Permittee, the
State will be compensated according to the
terms of the Salvage Permit. For any jiteins
retained by the State. the Permittee will
be credited against percentage rentals
otherwise due the State. -

a. Pursuant to the Commission's qgleggtion:d?
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines
< (14 cal. Adm. Code 15025), the staff has

(ADDED 12/19/86) 2=
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‘prepared a Proposed'Neg&tiue‘Declaration
jdentified as EIR ND, 409, State
Clearinghouse No. 86111003. Such proposed
Negative Declaration was prepared and
circulated for ﬁab&izrregieg,pursuant to
the provisions of the CEQA.

Based upon the Initial Study, the Proposed

Negative pDeclaration, -and the comments
received in response therato, thers is no
substantial evidence that the proiect will
‘have a significant effect on the
ervironment. (14 Cal. Adm. Code 15074(b)) .

This activity *avolues lands which have NOT
béen_identified<asrpgssessing significant
environmental valuas pursuant to

P.R.C. 6370, et seq. the
commission has declared that all tide and
submerged lands are ngignificant" by nature
of their public ownership (as opposed to
Yenvironmental significant™). Since such
declaration of significance is not based
upon ‘the requirements and criteria of
P.R.C. 6370, et seq., use classifications
vor such lands have not been designated.
Therefore, the finding of the project's
consistency with the use classification as
roquired by 2 Cal. Adm. Code 2954 is not
applicable. . ST

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
C Morie.

FURTHER AP?ROUQLS REQUIRED:
‘None.

EXHIBITS: a. Land Description.
B. .Location Map.
C. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COBMISSION:

i. CERTIFY THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION, EIR ND 309, STRTE
CLEATIMGHOUSE NO. 86111003, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND THAT THE - :
COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND COMSIDERED THE INFORMATION
CONTAENED THEREIN. .

“(ADDED F2/19786)
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DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT., #S APPROVED, WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENUIRONMENT . -~

AUTHORIZE TSSUANCE TO MALCOLM D. STEWART OF & ONE-YEAR

SALUAGE PERMIT BESINNING DECEMBER 1, 1956, WITH AN OPTION
‘ ONAL YEAR EXTENSION AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
UPCN SUCH REASONABLE TERMS AND
E [SSION, IN
CONSIDERAT 3 2% PERCENT OF THE
NET SALVAGE VAL 25, LESS, AND 50 PERCENT -OF THE
NET SALUAGE VALUE , . SAID SUM-TO B< DUE

WITHIN 15 DAY ]

LIABILITY INSU c

$500,000; FOR THE Si , . AND ARTIFACTS
OF HISTORIGAL AND ARCHREOLOG / 3

DESCRIBED ON EXHIBIT “A* ATTACHED AND BY REFERENCE MADE R
PART HERECF. = : o

(ADDEG 12715/85)




EXHIBIT A

LAND DESCRIPTICN

.

& land wichin the hed of Owen’

- A parcel of State on

T. 16 S., R. 37k., MDM;:; the ex

s Lake,

act location baing on fili-viih the

Stube Lands~Commission.
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EIR WD 409
W 6762

% Pursuait to the Ccnnission s delegation ef authority and the State .
CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Admin. Code Section 15025)°, the -staff -
his prepared this Proposed Negative: Declaration identified as
ELR ND 409, State Clear ouse No. . This ncchtatiort is
being circulated for: public review pursuant to the ptov&oim of -
the California Envirommental Quality Act (CEQA). : o

717

"It is recoﬁended that the Commission:

1. Certify that a Negative Declaration, EIR ND 409, Stste
Clearirighouse No. , ‘#as prepared for this project -
pursuant to the provisions o5f the California Eanvirommental
Quality Act {CEQA) and that the Commission has reviewed md
considered the information contained. thetein. :

2. Detemine that the project, as rev:l‘sed and apProved will mot
have a significant effect on the enviromment." 5

The attacked Initial S concludes that the on}.y potential sffect .
on the enviromment would the change in Topogriphy andéd view
posed by the excavation and spoi‘: genersted by the ptojcct. m:

" effect will be mitigated by the i'eturn of all spoils to the wmicava-
. tion upon ‘completion of the proj nid the return of ‘the:surface
to Ats ori.ginal conditicn. ) . ) ~

~— -~ N ﬂ
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(8 6765

Mr. David Stewart. proposes to saluage cargo From. the
steamship MOLLY STEVENS from bheneath the dry lake -bed - of (QMQ!I“‘\
Lake in Inyo County, California -

After borirg  with. & hand-held one inch con drin to- :
-detemine subsurfacé structure and cargo lotation, the surfact N
will be staked out. Depending on the depth at whick possible
-targets are located, the top cover wﬂl be recoved by citlher a
backhc-a or-a claashell bucket. ,
Following” the completion of the proposed ‘salnge; lll )
surface materials will be removed. The excavation will be

refilled with the spoil removed, and the 1lake bed _surface - ¢

returned to its preuious contours _and condition,,; ud.ng a
"~ skiploader. < s

i The proppsed pro ect bsl‘n take - ’place uithin °Tou :h‘i’g '
T. 16 S, R.37.E, mDM, his location is on the dry lake ted .
Owen's -Lak’ aml is part of sthe State’s ungr:ntad sowmim .

- f =gt 5 %
lands . Py ‘ (& ~

= N o y o

. Owen's Lake was initially & closed basin at the southern g
end of  the Owen's: Valley, with & water I=sve} fluctuat:xm; with
the amount of sparse rain received in the mountains; t,’o the
‘east and west. Generally, the lake was 23 miles long by 14 -
wmiles wide and -reached an sltimate depth (in: i372) of nbtput SD
feet. The wter wis highly nin.ralized. L
ya tith the transfer of water Fron the Owen’s Valley to the
"Los Angeles basin, the lake began %o dry out, & process that
has wiriually complete by 1935. The lake bed Ethat remains is a.
yirtually flat (less than 30 feet of slevation chanss over the
_entire surfacey .sand and alkali désert. Beneath this istable
surface is a soda-&rine sud that extends to the “original tbctton

of the lake.  This caustic mud “Is from 12 to 30 fest thick, .
depending o th& distanca of the location from the ol*igimll

 shora Xinpe.

: Currently. the lake bed has very littla uu cﬁth tﬂo
exception of seu s&it wells and soda euaporatcrswt 9.% tlum

T~ is. m agri:ultm'al use, - etc-,}.

o 3 “wf
<
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’ -ologz -—The pro;ect area is within a se;snicany

uctive region, with major earthquakes recorégd “firom
1”72 up to the present. Die to the nsEture of .the
lcke bed surface the major cpotential risk uo\rldf be
¥ roa\liquefls:tion . . ]

The projeck: d.2s not pose any risk to the g:olc icnl

snvironment itself because of its temporary mturo. .

the réelative)y shaTiow depth of excavation; and the
fact that al) spoil will be returned to its poi“nt. of
origin. No structures (except tents) will ' be

" srected cn the site so any uis-‘tcly ieddtccd

liquefaction would have only the to-porary cffoct. of
Fﬁ.ung in tiie excavation. ] _

l;_ﬂgﬁ]_ ~ Because of the -sxtreme alkalinity of the
surface- and subsirface soils t.ﬁrero is no plant or

\\lnin’ life at the project site.. Some birds trafisit

the area, but the temporary salvage opcr:t:lons lnill-
no’ have any effect on them. . : }

Air  Quality - l!ear censtant winds, often -of ‘high : °

velocity, and bYowing sand and dust are a natiral
feature _of the site. (See the Stata .mnds
Commission's report of 1984, “Final Rsport
Research Plots at-Owens Dry i.ake") When excavition
begins, it is possible that there will be a slight. .
but insignificant increase in fugit.iue dust. . The
wet $poil from the excavation will, however, be less
likely \;\ blow around than the -soil upon which it

rests. The operation will be supported by twp or

three vehizles which will cause an insignificant
increase in emissions to the area compared to Lhosc
gemrated by mearby Highway 395. -

>

Water B -~ There ars -no surfnce waters im~ t!n
proioct area, and the subsurface water is cml:bt&l;
unusable, being oxtro-ely alkaline and veryl
‘mineralized. ‘ :

¢

'l

Land Use -~ The pro;ect site is on sovereign: State
lands and is not being used for a&ny purpose -at the
present time. It is completely - unsuitable. for
construction, agricultural, or “_industrial ' use.
There is some salt and soda ash recovery froi‘ the.
Southern end of the lake, but this project will not’

. ifiterfere with any possible future expansion of such

efforts becausé the site ~will - be rvstor&d ttb e
previous aipcarance
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visuasl Impacts ~ The project site:

and there is no relief, ro structures’,

}ife. The projrci: wixi intrude on this : ‘
tent, twe or - three yehicles - and a spoils " pid
these objetts will be onsite for up to six moliths,
and then the site will be returned to its ‘presisus
condition. This project will take place 3 _1/2 iniles

from Keelér, the nearest town and about_7-miles from

Highway 395. The size and temporary naturl of the
change in view makes this an insignificant e7 ‘sck.

cultural spacts - There are no anticipated impacts
tc Native Amsrican- or historical sites. trom this~ - -
project as the affécted area was _covered by water ug ;

‘until 1935. The sole poténtial impact is daseage to
the remains of the MOLLY STEVENS herself.

Various applications have bean made to salvage  the
"MOLLY STEVENS' cargo. These applications have .cited
dates and causes for the sinking of the

‘storm, by carge shifting, ~or by sabatage) frod
through the present asplication's June 10,

The large bulk of these stories can be discounied aB .

the MOLLY STEVENS was not launched: until 1877,
The 'eééro . Gordo Freighting. -Company was orfﬁgnt:;ked 4n
1873, primsrily. to ship silver and -silver ori fros
the Cerro Gordo mines. to the railhead-at -the -south

end of the valley. They soon acquired the steamsr -

BESSIE BSRADY to shorten - delivery times of the
precicus me%al. The MOLLY STEVENS was built by the
Inyc Lumber and Coal Company to ferry l1umber and
charcoal across the lake from Cottonwood Criek. to
the smelter at -Swansea. According to the récords,
she was never used te haul silver. . e

all available records indicate that the BESSIE BRALY
was taken out of service and beached. at Férguion’s
Landing 1in 1875. Some accounts indicate that the

MOLLY STEVENS was beached with: her; others iidicdte

Rie time. Wikh

t

£ a “ten-stamp mill -ag Keeler there:

adgain wis & need for transport ships and ouwllers af
the will bought both thé BESSIE-SRADY and thie MOLLY
STEVERS {(or -hér remains). Under this. accoynt &

3ESSIE was rafitted ‘with the ~engines from the MOLLY
STEVENS; whichk were mo=e powerful. Howsver, shortly
before her intended launching, the BESSIE SEADY wias
destroyed Dy . fire on May 1. 1882. . She . ams not
> 1y both ‘the BESSIE BRADY and the HMOLLY $I§ﬁ£?! mer
S S &~ 7 &

P - "

-]

<

" pebuilt. - From these records 1t 1s clear - that:




. accounted for from the beginning to the gnd of tiheir '
-careers; and 2) neither of them sank, uifh.
without a cargo of silver. . =

fumors and lcgends persist, however, tﬁht the s:lrlvor
was lost. The two most persistent stories, ifter
the actual ‘sinking, are that a cargo wagon- full of
silvér broke loose and went overboard, or that a -
"bargc" being towed capsized and sank. 1f, in ﬁct,
esither case was trus, the salvage projoet tould .
still sroceed with no significant damage to culturel
resources. The lake bottom muds into which either
.the wagon or a barge would have settled became more
and more concentratéd with soda lime as the lake
drisd up. The alkalinity of the mud beneatl the
stable soil at the present time i¢ such that all
wood and 41ron .pieces of such “"vessels" will have
been totally eaten away. It 1is even possible, 'that,
if the cargo was lost in an ares-of high chloride
content in the soil, the sﬂocr itself . has ‘' been.
- converted to. mrthlns -silver chloride. It is
*'possiblc that major pieces of wetal, such as doilers _
of engines, could Have survived, but these are all
accounted for and never sank.
Based or staffs nvin. it 413 not .apparent that ther's lf'ﬂ
any significant environmental effects from this project. Some
short-term visual imimnt will be cnuud and the 1s the
. possibility of a wmimor 1increase in blowing sand 4Gring the
“first part ‘of the projcct. !urthcmm, information au}hhl« :
to staff indicates that no part of the MOLLY STEVENS would bé -
affectéd Py the proposed salvage operation.  Therefore, | thtm
uﬁi be no sigrnificant cffccts on cnltunL resources. - )

e

. nitieatices -

~

mitigaticn necessary to avoid any pottntial cignifixmt

impacts -have alrndy beern incorporated dinto the proposesd’
project. These are: 1) compivte restoraticn of the ofiginal
sitc .appearance; . 2) return of ail spoils ‘to tRe excavition;
nsnd covering the excavation  during ‘periods of excessive

.. 3If any unexpgsted artifacts are discovered ‘during
.o oxewntion. di99ing wiXl be halted and .the : State OFf'icc -0
nistoric 'ru@rvation will be, notifiod. o ) ¢ ¢

_— 14 =

4=

STy . _ _ o
: FZ RN “ - -?: ‘ 'r;
. A\W W‘ :

‘k

The bed of Owsns Lake has been zoned for “oper }ptCQ..""" -
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and this tmr; use does not conflict nith tuc& xeain;.
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