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INFORMATION - STAFF REPORT ON SCARONI RANCH 

The Commission decided to defer hearing of this matter until
the May 22, 196 meeting. 

Attachment : Calendar Item 24. 
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PURCHASE - SCARONI RANCH 

BACKGROUND : 

In mid-1977, under authority of Chapter 973, Statutes of 1973.
the State Lands Commission acquired, by exchange, 950 acres of
land, approximately three-and-one-half miles north of
Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz County. 

The parcel consists of +216 acres of coastal beach land, 
presently leased for brussel sprout farming, +440 acres of
grazing land (presently leased), and +294 acres of 
second-growth redwood timber and brush land. The parcel
presently produces $36,647 annual rental income and contains 
approximately $79,000 of second-growth redwood timber. 

The property has long been desired by the Department of Parks
and Recreation as an addition to the Wilder Ranch State Park, 
and in 1985, a budget item of $3,800,000 was approved for the
inter-departmental purchase. The budget item was based on a
State Lands Commission appraisal. 

The Department of General Services has appraised the property 
for the Department of Parks and Recreation and has made an 
offer to purchase the property for $2, 400,000. 

The General Services appraisal has been reviewed by the staff
and found to be "hacceptable. 

CURRENT SITUATION: 

On February 18, 1986, a joint memorandum prepared by staff of
the Department of General Services (Real Estate Services) and
the State Lands Commission, concerning the highest and best use
of Scaroni Ranch was forwarded to Mr. Edward R. Miller, Chief 
Land Agent, Office of Real Estate Services. 
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On February 19, 1986, a memorandum prepared by Mr. Miller, 
requesting the appraisal prepared by General Services be
re-analyzed in light of the joint memorandum he had received 
was forwarded to Mr. Warren Caldwell, Senior Land Agent, 
Department of General Services (Real Estate Services). 

Commission staff is working with General Services to attempt to
reconcile valuation differences. In addition, we have been
informed that acquisition funds are no longer available. 
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