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AUTHORTZATION TO COVDUCT H SARINGS ON
PROPOSED REGULATION FOR DRILLIVG

AND PRODUCTIONWOPERATIONS ON STATE.
TIDE AND SUBMERGED LANDS

bollowlng the well blowdut in January 1969 on Federal submerged.
lands in the Santa Barbjira Channel, the Stdte Lands Commis$ion
imposed a moratorium .on new drllllng ot State-controlled
offshore lands. The moratérium was -Co vemain in -efféct

untll the State ‘had completed a review of all ¢ffshore

drilling regulations, techniques. and: procédures.

In Dicembér 1974, the ‘Commission authorized (1) the adoption

of prodedur&s for drlillng and' production .operations from

existing nlatformsw piérs and islands on offshore leases.

and (2) the resumption of drilling operations on a lease-by-

lease basi»w $uéh resumption to be predicted upon a review

by the staft for compliance with the pr';edures, compliance

with the requ*remnets of CEQA and upon tinal approval L
by the 3tate Lands Commission. S .

The Commission has aunthorized the xesumption of drilling
operations from -cxicting facilities on 14 offshore leases.

The procedures adopted by the Commission in 1973 were limited
‘t6 drilling cperations from existing facilities and did
not cover wper~tions from a mobile. d:xlllng vessel.

Further 9xploratlon and development of ‘State offshore leaseés
Wwill #%quité thé usé of mobile drilling units. Several ‘
applicativus for the resumption of drilling rpérations

using chds mechod are currently pending. The Commission
staff is currently modifying che procedures to -provide

for these nperations. They include well casiny re juirements,
blowout preventcion and equipment, drilling El 1@ program,
drilling practices and contingency plans, inspection program,
plugging and abandonment procedures, complecxon praccfcewj
waste. dxsposaL” pollucion, control and removal A~uipment
critical operations and curtailment plan$ and geologlﬁal
hazard daua.

The Commission staff will 'draft the modified procedures

so that sthey will be approprlate for Commission adoption

as Ca111011ra Admintstritive Codée regulations. The Comm ssiLon
staff cherercrernroposes thdt the proceduras be published
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as draft ‘fegulations and. that the Commission authorize
the ‘Exééutive Officer to recéive public comment thereon.
The staff would report recommendation for final adaption
of regulatiors at the Commission's meeting in February, 1980.

1T IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION AUTHORIZE THE HOLDING

OF PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOLICITING PUBLIC COMMEMTS
ON THE DRAFT REGULATIONS COWCERMING EXPLORATION AND. DEVFIOPMENT
OF STATE OFFSHORE LEASES.
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