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The master responses provided in Section 11.2, Master Responses, MR-1 through MR-8,
address similar comments received from multiple commenters on the Draft
Supplemental EIR and, therefore, many individual responses to comments refer back to
the master responses. These Master Responses are:

MR-1, Scope of the Commi ssionds Discretionar
MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope

MR-3, Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR

MR-4, Piecemealing

MR-5, Diffuser Entrainment Mortality and Species Affected

MR-6, Marine Protected Areas

MR-7, Cumulative Impacts

1 MR-8, Alternatives
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Response to Comments

I1.5.11 Comment Set O11: Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks

July 26, 2017

The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Chairman

California State Lands Commission VIA Email: CEQA.comments@slc.ca.gov
100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South

Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

RE: Poseidon Desalination Plant Supplemental EIR Comments
Dear Chairman Newsom:

We are writing in opposition to the State Lands Commission certifying the Draft SEIR and issuing the
proposed modified lease for the proposed Huntington-Poseidon Desalination Plant. Much has changed since
2010 when the City of Huntington Beach certified an SEIR for the proposed project and the State Lands
Commission issued Poseidon a lease of public lands. Those changed circumstances include new State
regulations to ensure against marine life mortality, ocean water quality degradation and much more.

01x1

But the Draft SEIR is so narrowly focused on the addition of screens to the open ocean intake and diffusers to
the discharge that it fails to study subsurface intakes and mixing the brine with the nearby wastewater
discharge before disposal to the ocean. These are the preferred methods for seawater intake and discharge
in the regulations for seawater desalination recently adopted by the State of California, but the Draft SEIR
does not analyze these methods or explain why Poseidon should be granted an exemption from them.

Further, since 2010, the residents of Orange County have reduced the cumulative demand for freshwater —
despite significant population and economic growth. The Orange County Water District has expanded its
world-renowned Groundwater Replenishment System by 30 million gallons a day, and is set to expand it 0112
again soon. Now Los Angeles County is planning a similar system that will contribute 60 million gallons a day
to replenish the groundwater basin. Therefore, the conditions from the baseline analysis in 2010 has
dramatically changed, and the SEIR must document these significant changes for the proposed project.

Additionally, the proposed alternatives for delivering the Poseidon desalinated water, and several large
development proposals adjacent to the proposed Poseidon treatment plant, have all changed since 2010. But
the Draft SEIR does not document those changes, the impacts the changes will have on the environment, nor 0113
the cumulative impacts that interlink with the numerous issues identified in our comments on the Notice of
Preparation dated December 14, 2016 (attached).

We urge the Commission to require that the Draft SEIR be re-written and re-circulated for public comment
before the Commission considers the proposed lease amendment.

Sincerely, \

Michael Wellborn, President

0114
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Response to Comments

COMMENT SET O11: FRIENDS OF HARBORS, BEACHES AND PARKS (cont.)
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December 14, 2016

Jennifer Lucchesi, Executive Officer
State Lands Commission

10 Howe Avenue, Suite 100 - South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

RE: Opposition to the proposed Poseidon Desalination Project -
Huntington Beach Desalination Outfall / Intake Lease Amendment NOP Comments

Dear Ms. Lucchesi:

Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks (FHBP) is a county-wide non-profit organization in
Orange County, California. Our mission is to protect the natural lands, waterways and
beaches of our communities. In addition to our coalition of more than 80 conservation
and community groups, more than 5,000 individuals support FHBP's regional work.

We are writing you today to outline our opposition to the proposed Poseidon desalination
project and its lease amendment in Huntington Beach, and specifically our concerns for
why an amendment from the State Lands Commission is detrimental to the well-being of
the California coast.

1. Poseidon will harm the fragile coastal environment. With its ocean intake pipes,
Poseidon proposes infeasible protections to billions of fish eggs, mature fish, and
other marine life and, as a by-product of its reverse osmosis desalination
processes, will discharge highly saline wastewater into the coastal zone. Unlike
the subsurface coastal geography of the Carlsbad Poseidon project, the
Huntington Beach coastal geography is unlikely to adequately disperse the
discharged waste product, with unknown impacts to the unique biology and
highly valued recreation opportunities of this region. The Draft EIR should provide
analysis and data that is beyond the existing corporate conjecture, and based on
actual science from similar coastal features.

2; Poseidon will increase GHG impacts. Desalination not only harms marine
resources, but it also affects our climate through increased greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions. Desalination is the most energy intensive water supply option
available. The proposed Poseidon plant would use enough energy to power
30,000 homes. In a 2008 report, the California Air Resources Board noted that a
way for the state to reach its reduced GHG goals is to replace existing water
supply and treatment processes with more energy efficient alternatives.
Desalination, and approval of the lease amendment is a step in the wrong
direction if we are to reach this goal.

3. Poseidon’s costs are exorbitant. Poseidon's construction costs were claimed
some 12 years ago as $237 million, and the time frame to deliver the new water
was a couple of years. Now, Poseidon is projecting a cost of over $2,600/acre
foot for the new water (four times the current Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California cost), a billion dollars for construction (including new
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Response to Comments

COMMENT SET O11: FRIENDS OF HARBORS, BEACHES AND PARKS (cont.)
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pipelines) and the costs of moving the water from the point of delivery to areas of
new development with requests for subsidies through public tax breaks and
incentives. This is a bad fiscal deal for our residents.

4. Conservation and other solutions make Poseidon unnecessary. Asyou are
aware, in times of drought, water use declines and remains low for some time
afterwards. For example, the City of Los Angeles has used the same amount of
water as in 1978 with 1.4 million more people and was then able to reduce
demand another 16% in response to the recent drought — all without costly
desalination. State law requires another 20% reduction for most agencies by
2020. Also, during droughts electricity prices go up due to diminished availability
of hydroelectric power.

Poseidon’s enormous demand for energy as a major portion of the cost of
operating the desalination plant is a great concern. The opportunities from
substantial water conservation and the pending completion of the Orange County
Water District's (OCWD) Ground Water Replenishment System (GWRS) expansion
project have yet to be accomplished in Orange County, and will offer a much
more immediate cost-benefit for local water consumers without the impacts of
the proposed lease amendment.

5; Privatizing water, our most precious resource, is bad policy. We find the
intrusion of the private, for-profit, out-of-state corporation proposing to sell
extremely high-priced and un-needed water very troubling. Equally troubling is
their proposal to locate this facility in the coastal zone, utilizing valued State lands
and adjacent property that is already identified to be submerged due to sea-level
rise. Poseidon’s technology is the same as the OCWD GWRS project, only far
more costly due to the treatment of higher ocean water salinity. In our opinion, if
OCWD really needed desalinated ocean water, the District would have already
built it as a component of the GWRS expansion.

We believe the proposed project is, in effect, a maneuver to sell expensive water to
communities outside of the OCWD district area at the risk and expense to State lands and
the immediate community. We are opposed to this private company proposal for selling
over-priced water and the obvious conflict with the best interests of local communities.

We urge the State Lands Commission to reject the Poseidon lease amendment proposal.
Respectfully,

e O

Michael Wellborn, Vice-President
Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks

October 2017
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Response to Comments

RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O11: FRIENDS OF HARBORS, BEACHES AND

PARKS
0111 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.
0O11-2 See master response MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and MR-3,

Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.
011-3 See master response MR-7, Cumulative Impacts.

0114 Part I, Section 1.7, Requirements for Recirculation, identifies the primary
examples of when an EIR must be recirculated (see State CEQA
Guidelines, 8§ 15088.5, subd. (a)(1)-(3).) As discussed in Section 1.6,
Summary of Major Changes to Draft Supplemental EIR, the major
changes t o t he Dr aft Suppl ement EIR d
threshold for recirculation. Section Il contains the revisions to the
document. See also master responses MR-1, Scope of the Comnm
Discretionary Action, MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope, and MR-3,
Responsible Vs. Lead Agency & Supplemental Vs. Subsequent EIR.

011-5 The commenteros resubmi ssion of t he [
comments will be provided to the Commission for consideration in its
decision-making process.
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Response to Comments

I1.5.12 Comment Set O12: Huntington Beach Chamber of Commerce

HUNTINGTONBEACH
~  Ghamberof Commerce S %

June 9, 2017

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Chairman :

California State Lands Commission
100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

Dear Chairman Newsom:

RE: SUPPORT for Huntington Beach Desalination Project

# - 0121
The Huntington Beach Chamber of Commerce represents nearly 700 local businesses and
160,000 employees in our community and we steadfastly support the Huntington Beach
Desalination Project. Not only will the Huntington Beach business community benefit from the
development of a new drought-proof water supply, but the millions in tax revenue provided to
our city will benefit'all of the residents and businesses in our community. On behalf of our local
businesses, I urge the State Lands Commission to certify the Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Report (DSEIR) and approve the amended lease agreement at its upcoming August 17,
2017 meeting.

There is a clear public benefit of providing a new locally-controlled, high-quality, drought-proof
water supply for our community. The project has been supported for more than a decade by
many public agencies including the City of Huntington Beach and the Orange County Board of
Supervisors. The Orange County Water District has signed a term-sheet that sets the parameters
to reach a future water reliability agreement once Poseidon Water has its regulatory approvals in
hand.

Orange County in general and Huntington Beach specifically has been lookiﬁg forward to this
project for nearly two decades. It will bring thousands of jobs, millions in tax revenue and
billions of gallons of water to our community.

Additionally, this privately-financed development will provide thousands of jobs to Orange
County and will also provide millions of dollars in reliable tax revenue to the city of Huntington
Beach for decades to come.

Since the State Lands Commission approved the project in 2010, technological improvements
have been added to the proposal that reduces the project’s environmental impacts. Since the time
you last approved the project, Orange County and all of California has suffered from drought in
six of those seven years, including the stretch from 2011 — 2014, which was the worst drought
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Response to Comments

COMMENT SET 012: HUNTINGTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (cont.)

HUNTIN N BEACH
Chamber of Commerce N

California has seen since record-keeping began. The public benefit of this project has never been | o124
greater. cont.

Please certify the DSEIR and approve the amended lease at your meeting in August.

Respectfully,

WD@@&@%«

ames O’Call aghan
FO
Huntington Beach Chamber of Commerce

6
Commissioner/State Controller Betty Yee

Commissioner / Finance Director Michael Cohen

Ms. Jennifer Lucchesi, Executive Officer, State Lands Commission
Governor Jerry Brown

Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon

Senate President Pro Tem Kevin De Leon

U.S. Congressional Representative Dana Rohrabacher

State Senator John Moorlach

State Senator Janet Nguyen

State Senator Pat Bates

State Senator Josh Newman

State Senator Tony Mendoza

State Assemblyman Travis Allen

State Assemblyman Matt Harper

State Assemblyman Phillip Chen

State Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva

State Assemblyman Steven Choi

State Assemblyman Tom Daly

State Assemblyman Bill Brough
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Response to Comments

RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O12:
HUNTINGTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

012-1 Thecomment er 6s expr e steiPmjpct vallfbe mavigedtmr t f or
the Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The
Project that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease
Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.
(See also master responses MR-1, Scope of t he Comnm
Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)
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Response to Comments

I1.5.13 Comment Set O13: Los Angeles-Orange Counties Building and
Construction Trades Council

H 1626 Beverly Boulevard

Los Angeles / Orange Cou?ztzes R
Building and Construction Phone (213) 483-4222
(714) 827-6791

Trades Council Fax (213) 483-4419
Affiliated with the Building & Construction Trades Dept., AFL-CIO 3 ST

Executive Secretary

June 16, 2017

The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Chairman
California State Lands Commission

100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

Dear Lt. Governor Newsom:

I am writing you in support of the proposed Huntington Beach Desalination Project and to urge the State
Lands Commission to certify the Project’s Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and approve
the amended lease agreement when the Commission meets in August.

The lessons learned from the state’s most recent historic drought are clear; we cannot confront climate
change without acknowledging the ramifications of drought and the impact the state’s perpetual drought
cycle has on public health and safety, our environment and economy and our way of life.

As the Executive Secretary for the Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building and Construction Trades
Council, I believe that a balanced and diversified water supply portfolio is essential to enhancing regional
water supply self-reliance. The California State Water Plan identifies conservation, wastewater
recycling, storm water capture and ocean and brackish water desalination as tools necessary to meet
current and future water demands. These resources, and more, need to be developed on a community-by-
community basis to ensure we have safe and reliable drinking water supplies close to population centers.

The Huntington Beach Desalination Project’s 50 million gallons per day of locally controiled, drought
proof drinking water is identified in Orange County Water District’s Groundwater Management Plan as a
planned water supply capable of serving 400,000 Southern California residents. The new supply will
reduce the need to imported water from Northern California through the environmentally constrained Bay
Delta and help the water district manage Orange County’s groundwater basin.

The Project will be 100% carbon neutral and will comply-with all state envirommental regulations by
pioneering new ocean water screening technology that minimizes potential impact to fish eggs. The
facility will be built by local union labor ensuring that hundreds of millions of dollars in private
investment benefit local working families.

The proposed Huntington Beach Project serves a clear public benefit in an environmentally responsible

manner. I appreciate your support.

SincerW
F RECEIVED

Ron Miller JUN 19 2017

Executive Secretary
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Response to Comments

COMMENT SET 013: LOS ANGELES-ORANGE COUNTIES BUILDING AND
CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL (BCTC)

Los Angeles / Orange Counties

Building and Construction Phone (213) 483-4222
! (714) 827-6791
Trades Council Fax (213) 483-4419
Affiliated with the Building & Construction Trades Dept., AFL-CIO PEEEPO
Executive Secretary
June 27, 2017

The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Chairman
California State Lands Commission

100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

RE: SUPPORT for Huntington Beach Desalination Project SEIR Certification and
Land Lease Approval

Dear Chairman Newsom,

The Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building and Construction Trades Council (BCTC) is writing in
support of the proposed Huntington Beach (HB) desalination facility and to urge the extension of State
Lands' leasehold for the project. BCTC is in the business of creating good jobs and lifelong careers.
We are an umbrella group representing 48 local unions and district councils in 14 Trades. Our
membership totals more than 100,000 skilled men and women.

Approximately 3,000 direct, indirect and induced jobs would be created during construction of the
project. This includes: roughly 350 jobs on site, 394 jobs through procurement of operation and
maintenance goods and services, and 774 jobs in the region's construction sector. Labor income , in the
region, would increase by $240 million during the construction period producing high value jobs.

Being cognizant of State Lands responsibility under the Public Trust Doctrine, BCTC stresses that
under the Doctrine trust lands belong to the public and should be used to support beneficial uses which
connect the public to water. Drinking water derived from the sea is a beneficial public use. Orange
County, a growing jurisdiction, is dependent on imported water. The Orange County Water District
(OCWD) has identified the 56,000 acre feet a year (afy) the HB plant would produce as the single
biggest source of water available to it, while predicting a substantial shortfall in the foreseeable future.
For the more than 3 million residents in drought prone OC, this potential local drought-proof water is
not only beneficial, it is indispensible.

As our members would be employed to build the plant we are pleased to see that Section 4.7 verifies
that "project-related construction does not generate or require disposal of hazardous materials, and
would not create new hazards to the public or the environment".
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Response to Comments

COMMENT SET 013: LOS ANGELES-ORANGE COUNTIES BCTC (cont.)

BCTC urges State Lands to expeditiously certify the project and approve Poseidon's land lease.

Sincerely,

0132
cont.

' ‘%»/Q

Ron Miller

Executive Secretary

cc: Honorable Betty T. Yee
Honorable Michael Cohen
Jennifer Lucchesi
Alexandra Borack, Project Manager

RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O13: LOS ANGELES-ORANGE COUNTIES BCTC

013-1

013-2

October 2017
Page 11-282

Thecomment er 0s expr e steiPmjact vllfbe mavigedmr t f or
the Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The

Project that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease

Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.

(See also master responses MR-1, Scope o f t he Comnm
Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)

See Response to Comment O13-1 regarding consideration by the CSLC
ofthec omment er 6s expr egheProect. of support f ot
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Response to Comments

I1.5.14 Comment Set O14: Los Angeles County Business Federation

Fec

Federation

Strengthening the Voice of Business

BizFed's Memher Alliance

Wacnur G

July 13,2017

The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Chairman
California State Lands Commission

100 Howe Ave,, Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

RE: SUPPORT for Huntington Beach Desalination Project SEIR
Certification and Land Lease Approval

Dear Chairman Newsom,

On behalf of the Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed), a
grassroots alliance of 165 business organizations that represent 325,000
employers with more than 3 million employees throughout our region, we
are writing to express our support for the proposed Huntington Beach
desalination facility.

Our members depend on state government to protect the environment while
also providing for job creation and economic opportunity. In this regard we
consider the development of the 50 million gallons a day (MGD) of potable
water which the proposed Poseidon project would provide for Orange
County essential. The facility would not only provide approximately 3000
jobs over the life of the project, it would, as pointed out in the 2010 FSEIR,
provide: a long-term, local and reliable source of water; reduce local
dependence on imported water; strength regional self-reliance; and
contribute desalinated water to satisfy regional water supply planning goals.

As an organization dedicated to promoting both the environment and
economic opportunity we were pleased to see the DSEIR's conclusions that
project development would produce Less Than Significant Impacts (LTS)
regarding activities relevant to the Huntington Beach business community,
surrounding neighborhoods, and beachgoers: visual impacts from off shore
construction (Section 4.2), odors ( Section 4.3), aesthetics (Section 4.8}, noise
( Section 4.8), vibrations (Section 4.8); and recreation (Section 4.9).

Being aware of State Lands' obligation to implement the Public Trust
Doctrine on state lands, BizFed stresses the importance of ensuring the
development of the HB desalination facility to both Orange County and
California. The hallmark of the Public Trust Doctrine is that trust lands
belong to the public and are to be used to promote publicly beneficial uses
that connect the public to the water. Desalination in California is considered
a "beneficial use”. In point of fact the proposed HB facility would provide
roughly 3 million people with local reliable and drought-proof water; a
public use connecting drought prone California's to ocean drinking water.
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Response to Comments

COMMENT SET 014: LOS ANGELES COUNTY BUSINESS FEDERATION (cont.)

Equally important, there are other jurisdictions throughout California waiting to see if the HB project

will be approved before going forward with their own desalination plans. In so far as the project is 0141
. 2 ot . X cont.
now in its 18th year of permitting we think it imperative that State Lands approve Poseidon's lease
extension at the earliest possible time.
Sincerely,
Mike Lewis David Fleming Tracy Hernandez
BizFed Chair BizFed Founding Chair BizFed Founding CEO
Senior VP IMPOWER. INC
Construction Industry
Air Quality Coalition
cc:
Honorable Betty T. Yee
Honorable Michael Cohen
Jennifer Lucchesi
Alexandra Borack, Project Manager
RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET 0O14:
LOS ANGELES COUNTY BUSINESS FEDERATION
014-1 Thecomment er 6s ex pr e stleiPmjact vallfbe maviged mr t for

the Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The

Project that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease

Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.

(See also master responses MR-1, Scope of t he Comnm
Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)
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Response to Comments

I11.5.15 Comment Set O15: Millennials for New Water

Millennials for
New Water

The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Chairman
California State Lands Commission

100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

RE: SUPPORT for Huntington Beach Desalination Project SEIR Certification and Land Lease | O151
Approval

June 9, 2017
Dear Chairman Newsom,

Millenials for New Water (Millenials) is writing in support of the proposed Huntington Beach
(HB) desalination project.

Millineals is a UC Irvine non-partisan group formed to support the development of a// forms of
new, local water for Orange County. Our organization was formed in response to: climate
change, the recent devastating drought Orange County experienced over the past 5 years, the

County's dependence on imported water, along with the County's expected population growth of
300,000 by 2020.

Being aware of the Orange County Water District's (OCWD) prediction of a substantial water
shortfall in the foreseeable future we urge the State Lands Commission to expeditiously approve
the extension of Poseidon's leasehold so the Huntington Beach project can move forward.

As our membership includes young people concerned about the environment, recreational
opportunities and beach access we were pleased to see that the proposed project is: not located in
a Marine Life Protected Area of Special Biological Significance, would not impact threatened or
endangered species or kelp beds, or impair beach access and use.

As set out in Section 4.9 we note that approval of the Desalination Amendment would not
directly or indirectly cause increased use of regional parks or recreational facilities (including

use of barge and vessels for offshore construction), that the short time required for maintenance
activities would ensure any impact to recreation access would be temporary. Surfing, beach
volleyball and that other beach front activities would not be directly impacted from plant
construction ("overall, the impact of construction to onshore and near shore recreationists would
be less than significant.").
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Response to Comments

COMMENT SET 0O15: MILLENNIALS FOR NEW WATER (cont.)

& Millennials for
—/) New Water

Of more importance to our organization is the DSEIR's reference to Climate Change. However,
we think staff's analysis in not including the impacts of climate change on drinking water
sustanabitly for Orange County is a serious omission in the DSEIR's analysis. Granted, sea level
rise, land subsidence and more frequent precipitation due to climate change are all relevant
issues. However, the proposed desalination plant does not exist in a seal level rise vacuum, but

0152

rather in an ecological context which includes how climate change is impacting Orange County
water sustanabitly.

Orange County, and Southern California, are semi-arid environments. Drought is a consequence
of climate change. Indeed, climate scientists are predicting periodic sustained droughts as the o153
"new normal" for Orange County. In this context the need for the drought-proof water the
proposed HB plant would provide is essential. In our experience conservation, wastewater
recycling and recharge, and stormwater capture by themselves cannot either keep up with
growing water demand or the impacts of drought. Both the OCWD and the Municipal Water
District of Orange County (MWDOC) have included the 50 MGD the HB plant would produce
in their long range planning. State Lands approval is essential to that water actually being

available. Poseidon's application should be approved.

Sincerely,

Kevin Wen
President

cc:
Honorable Betty T. Yee

Honorable Michael Cohen

Jennifer Lucchesi

Alexandra Borack, Project Manager
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Response to Comments

RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O15: MILLENNIALS FOR NEW WATER

015-1 Thecomment er 6s ex pr e steiPmjpct vallfbe mavigedtmr t f or
the Commission for consideration in its decision-making process. The
Project that will be considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease
Modification Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR.
(See also master responses MR-1, Scope of t he Comnm
Discretionary Action, and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)

015-2 See master response MR-1, Scope of the Commissi onds Di scr et i

Action. As also explained in Section 1.1, Project Location and
Background, the modifications proposed by Poseidon to amend PRC
1980.1 would occur on State land offshore at the terminus of the seawater
intake pipeline, which extends offshore approximately 1,650 feet seaward
of the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM), and at the terminus of the
discharge pipeline (outfall), which terminates 1,500 feet offshore. As such,
drinking water sustainability within the context of climate change is beyond
the scope of this Supplemental EIR.

015-3 See Response to Comment O15-1.
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I1.5.16 Comment Set O16: National Latina Business Women's Association -
Orange County

I —
NATIONAL

BW/

(MR ANCE L THINTY

The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Chairman
California State Lands Commission

100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202

RE: SUPPORT for Huntington Beach Desalination Project SEIR Certification and Land Lease
Approval

July 6, 2017
Dear Chairman Newsom,

The National Latina Business Women's Association - Orange County (NLBWA -OC)isa
non-profit organization in Orange County, California established in 2004. The NLBWA - OC’s 0161
purpose is to empower women by providing opportunities to develop and increase their
businesses by partnering with corporations, academic institutions, business organizations, and
business owners. Speakers, conferences, mentoring programs, and educational seminars are
offered to provide additional support, sharing of information, business referrals and networking.
We are writing to voice our support for certification of the Huntington Beach Desalination
Project SEIR and land lease approval.

The interests of Orange County's Latino community have been routinely overlooked on this
issue. Indeed, your DSEIR goes so far as to say that the water which would be provided to our
community is not an Environmental Justice issue. We respectfully disagree. There are nearly one
million Latinos living in Orange County who need dependable, affordable and sustainable water
supplies. While we support conservation, the expansion of the Orange County Water Districts
(OCWD) Ground Water Replenishment System (GWRS) and the eventual development of direct
potable water from stormwater capture we remain very much aware of both the OCWD and the
Metropolitan Water District of Orange County's (MWDOC) identification of the need for the
entire 56,000 acre feet a year (afy) the project would approve as necessary to their long-range
water sustanabitly planning.

At a projected rate increase of between only $2.00 and $4.00, for drought-proof desalinated
water, we see this as imminently affordable water insurance for our community. As you know,
Orange County is 50% dependent on imported water from two increasingly unreliable sources:
the Colorado River and the State Water Project; both contested in their own rights. With climate
scientists predicting more severe drought for our region, this dependence on imported water is
obviously unsustainable.
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COMMENT SET O16: NATIONAL LATINA BUSINESS WOMEN'S
ASSOCIATION - ORANGE COUNTY (cont.)

Having testified in person at the recent June 21, 2017 State Lands Commission hearing any 0161
assertion that the DSEIR does not correctly apply the Ocean Plan Amendment criteria makes no cont.
sense. The Huntington Beach facility, similar in design to the functioning desalination plant in
Carlsbad, is now in its 17th year of permitting. The proposal has complied with every
conceivable requirement of all applicable laws and regulations; approvals are clearly over do.
For the good of Orange County's water sustainability NLBWA - OC believes it is now time to
develop this new, local, affordable and drought-proof water.

Sincerely,

Michelle V. Duman
President

e

Honorable Betty T. Yee

Honorable Michael Cohen

Jennifer Lucchesi

Alexandra Borack, Project Manager

RESPONSE TO COMMENT SET O16: NATIONAL LATINA BUSINESS WOMEN'S
ASSOCIATION - ORANGE COUNTY

016-1 The commenter states its support of the Project and asserts that the Sup-
plemental EIR incorrectly states that the water provided to the local
community from the desalination facility is not an environmental justice
issue. This information will be provided to the Commission for
consideration in its decision-making process. The Project that will be
considered by the Commission is the proposed Lease Modification
Project, as defined in Section 2 of this Supplemental EIR. (See also
master responses MR-1, Scope of the Commi ssjonbs |
and MR-2, Lease Modification Project Scope.)
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11.5.17 Comment Set O17: Oakview Comunidad et al. Joint Letter

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Felicia Marcus, Chair

Governor, State of California State Water Resources Control Board
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173 1001 I Street, 24" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814

Dayna Bochco, Chair Gavin Newsom, Chair

California Coastal Commission California State Lands Commission
45 Fremont Street #2000 100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100-South
San Francisco, CA 94105 Sacramento, CA 95825

William Ruh, Chair

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Santa Ana Region

3737 Main Street, Suite 500

Riverside, California 92501-334

July 24th, 2017

RE: OPPOSITION - Poseidon / Huntington Beach Desalination Project
Dear Governor Brown and Honorable Chairpersons:

We are writing in strong opposition to the billion-dollar desalination plant proposed for
Huntington Beach. Poseidon, the company behind this proposal, wants to profit by
privatizing a public resource. They have tried to prey on drought fears to build support
among the communities least well served by current infrastructure, but we know that
Orange County has better options for meeting its long-term water needs. Desalination is a
bad deal for ratepayers, and its high cost and outsized energy use will hit low income
communities and communities of color hardest.

0171

Access to clean, safe, reliable and affordable water is a basic human right, and one affirmed
by California state law. We appreciate that state and local officials take this mandate
seriously. We applaud the progress that has been made to date in water conservation,
efficiency, and recycling. All the facts indicate that we simply don’t need desalination.
Orange County’s most recent water plan, published April 2016, projects a healthy surplus
through 2030. From May 2015 to May 2016, Orange County saved three times more water
than the Poseidon desalination plant would produce. And, according to the experts at
Pacific Institute, additional water conservation and efficiency improvements could reduce
water use by more than a third. Knowing all this, Poseidon wants to lock Orange County
residents into a 50-year take or pay contract with no escape hatch.

0172
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COMMENT SET 017: OAKVIEW COMUNIDAD ET AL.
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