
CHAPTER 330 

A.n act conveying in trust certain tidelands and submerged 
lands lying tmder the wafers of the Pacific Ocean to the 
City of Imperial Beach in furtherance of navigation and 
commerce and the fisheries and providing for the govern
ment, management and control thereof and reserving rights 
to the State. 

[Approved hy Governor May 11, 1961 Filed with 
Secretary o! State May 11, 1961 ] 

In effect
~eptemlJer 
15. 19Gl 

Tiu peo1Ae of the State of California do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby granted and conveyed in trust Grant 

~~~e'.~~dtty
ot 

□r Imperml
~~ 

to the City of Imperial Beach (hereinafter referred to as the 
"city") in the County of San Diego State of California all ' ' 
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the rig-ht, title and interest of the State of California (herein
after referred to as the "State"), except as hereinafter re
served and upon the conditions specified herein, held by said 
State by virtue of its sovereignty in and to aJl of the certain 
tide and submerged lands under the waters of the Pacific 
Ocean, whether filled or unfilled, which are described as fol
lows and referred to hereinafter as '· granted lands'' : 

Beginning at the point of intersection of the international 
boundary line between the United States and :Mexico and the 
ordinary high water mark of the Pacific Ocean, said point 
being on the Southerly boundary of the City of Imperial Beach 
as described in the Order of Incorporation of said City; thence 
·westerly along the "\Ye&terly prolongation of said international 
boundary and the southerly boundary of said City, a distance 
of 3000 feet to a point; thence Northwesterly on a straight line 
to the intersection with the northerly corporate limits of said 
City at a point 3000 feet West of the intersection of said north
erly corporate limits with the ordinary high water mark of the 
Pacific Ocean; thence East along the said northerly corporate 
limits 3000 feet to the intersection with the ordinary high 
water mark of the Pacific Ocean; thence following the ordi
nary high water mark of the Pacific Ocean Sout:terly and 
Southeasterly, crossing the outlet of the Tja Juana Estuary 
headland to headland, to the point of beginning. 

Powers SEC. 2. The city shall have and there is hereby granted 
to it and its authorized agents and lessees the right to make 
within and upon the granted land:-;, or within and upon the 
granted lands in combination with neighbonng lands of the 
city, all improvements, betterments and structures of every 
kind and character proper, needful, useful, convenient or inci
dental to and for the development of commerl!e, navigation and 
fi&heries, including, without limiting the generality of the fore
going, the following: 

(a) The establishment, improvement and conduct of a 
harbor, and the construction, reconstruction, repair and main
tenance of works and facilities incidental to a harbor; 

(b) The construction, reconstruction, repair and mainte
nance of highways, streets, roadways, bridges, beltline rail
roads and other transportation facilities or betterments inci
dental to a harbor; 

(c) The construction, reconstruction, repair and main
tenance of small boat harbors, marinas, aquatic playground 
and similar recreational facilities, together with structures and 
facilities incidental thereto; 

(d) The construction, reconstruction, repair and mainte
nance of wharves, docks, piers, warehouses, and commercial 
and industrial buildings, plants and facilities. 

(e) The construction of jetties at or near the mouth of 
Tia Juana Estuary and groins at other areas for protection of 
the beach and for the improvement of the beach for recrea
tional facilities not in conflict with the trusts under which this 
grant is made. 
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SEC. 3. No grant, conveyance or transfer of the granted Limitations 

lands or any part thereof shall be made by the city and the 
cit.r <Jhall continue to hold the granted lands in trust and 
the whole thereof unless the same revert or be receded to the 
State of California. 

The city may, however, lease the granted lands, or any part 
thereof, and any utilities, structures, improvements or appli
ances thereon, for periods not to exceed 50 years, or such 
greater periods as may be permitted by general law, for pur
poses consistent with the trusts upon which the granted lands 
are held by the State of CalHornia. Any such lease made by 
the city ~hall contain, in addition to terms and conditions 
deemed desirable or necessary by the city, the following pro
visions: 

(a) The lease may be terminated by the city upon violation 
of any of the provisions of the lease by the lessee; and 

(b) Neither the lease nor the leased premises may be as
signed, transferred or sublet without the prior written consent 
of the city. 

SEc. 4. The granted lands shall be improved and all im- ~~t~,e

provements, betterments and structures thereon shall be made 
or erected by the city or its authorized agents or lessees, with-
out expense to the State of California; provided, however, that 
nothing contained in this act shall preclude the city from 
acceptmg a11d expending any grant of funds from the State 
of California for the development of the granted lands for any 
public purpose not inconsistent with the trusts for commerce, 
navigation and fishery. In the management, conduct, operation 
and control of the granted lands or any improvements, better
ments or structures thereon, the city and its succes<;ors shall 
make no discrimination in rates. tolls or charges for any use 
or <;ervice in connection therewith. 

This grant is made upon the express condition that within 0nd1C t1°n 

10 years from the effective date of this act the granted lands 
shall be substantially improved by the city without expense 
to the State and that if the State Lands Commission deter-
mines that the city has failed to improve said lands as herein 
required, all right, title, and interest of said city in and to all 
lands granted by this act shall cease and all said right, title 
and interest in the granted lands shall revert and rest in the 
State. 

SEC. 5. Except as provided in Section 7 hereof, the city Rents,e ct· 
re,enu s, , . h h . 

sha11 have t }1e ng t ereunder to all rents, revenues, issues 
and profits in any manner hereafter arising from the granted 
lands or any improvements, betterments or structures thereon, 
from and after the effective date as specified in Section 4, 
and the city may use such rents, revenues, issues and profits 
for any purpose or use i;.et forth in Section 2 hereof, including 
the payment, refunding or discharge of any indebtedness in-
curred or sustained by the city in connection with any such 
purpose or use. 

50-L-1555 
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:fS;f;:uons: 
rights 

SEc. 6. There is hereby reserved to the people of the State 
of California the right to fish in the waters upon the granted 
lands with the right of convenient access to said waters over 
the granted lands for said purpose. 

SEc. 7. There is hereby excepted and reserved to the State 
of California the following: 

Mineral 
rights 

(aJ All deposits of minerals, including oil and gas in said
land, together with the right of the State of California or 
persons authorized by the State of California to prospect for, 
mine and remove such deposits from the granted lands; 

Use of 
rac111tles 
,nthout 
compensation 

(b;, The right to use without charge any transportation,
blanding or storage improvements, etterments or structures 

coustructed upon the granted lands for any vessel or other 
wate1·craft or railroad ow1wd or operated by the State of Cali
fornia;1:notlands 

;o~;:!auon
(C) The right at any time in the future to use the granted 

 lands or any portion thereof for highway purposes without 
compensation to the city, its successors, or any person, firm 
or public corporation claiming under it, except as to improve
ment;;i, betterments or structures made or erected within or 
upon the portions of the granted lands so used by the State 
for which compensation shall be made to the person entitled 
thereto £or the value of his interest in the improvements, bet-
terments or structures so used or the damages to such interest. 

Rererslon SEC. 8. In the event of a violation of any of the provisions 
of this act, the granted lands and the whole thereof shall revert 
to the State of California. 

Sune.v, 
plat, etc. 

SEC. 9. The State Lands Commission shall, at the expense 
of the city, survey and monument the ordinary high water 
mark of the Pacific Ocean between the northerly and southerly 
corporate limits of the city, prepare a description and plat of 
the granted lands and record such description and plat in the 
office of the County Recorder of San Diego County. 

Severability SE:c. 10. If any provision of this act or the application 
thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such 
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications 
of this act which can be given effect without the invalid pro
vision or application, and to this end the provisions of this act 
are i;everable. 




