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3.3  U.S. Department of Commerce, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service,  1 
 March 31, 2005  2 

 3 
3.3.1  We concur that avoidance of an impact is the first priority. As indicated at page 4 

4.1-43 of the DEIR, “Small surfgrass beds were observed in the vicinity of 5 
manhole risers D-3 and I-3 . . . ” and at line 12-13, page 4.1-44, “ . . . hard bottom 6 
substrate that supports surfgrass…is located on the perimeter of the project 7 
footprint, both upcoast and downcoast of SONGS.” The DEIR identifies turbidity 8 
and sedimentation as the factors that could impact surfgrass, and also concludes 9 
that the mitigation measures within Section 4.3, Marine Water Quality, see pages 10 
4.3-14 to 4.3-18, would “reduce potential turbidity and sedimentation impacts to 11 
less than significant levels.”  12 

3.3.2   Comment acknowledged.   13 

3.3.3  Comment acknowledged, and please also see Response 3.1.6 to like comment 14 
from the USFWS. 15 

3.3.4  Section 15132, Subsections (a)-(e) of the State CEQA Guidelines lists what must 16 
be contained in a Final EIR. Subsection (b) is, “Comments and recommendations 17 
received on the Draft EIR…..” and Subsection (d) is, “The responses of the Lead 18 
Agency to significant environmental points raised in the review and consultation 19 
process.” The regulations of the CSLC require that a Final EIR be available 15 20 
days prior to the meeting at which certification of the document will be 21 
considered. 22 
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