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January 15, 2009

Scott McFarlin, Project Manager
California State Lands Commission
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100-South
Sacramento, CA 95825

Email: mcfarls@slc.ca.gov

RE: Comments on CSLC EIR #745 AT&T Asia America Gateway Fiber Optic Cable
Project

On behalf of San Luis Obispo Parks Open Space and Trail Foundation (SLOPOST) and
our membership | would like to comment on the potential impacts to Land Use and
Recreation.

SLOPOST is a local non-profit that support non-motorized recreational trail use in San
Luis Obispo County. Our members are mountain bikers, equestrians, trail runners and
hikers who use Montana de Oro Park daily.

Access to Sand Spit Parking Area: Request that Contractor provide alternative visitor
services such as rest rooms at other parking areas impacted during closure of parking
area.
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Manhole 107 through 96: impacts to Cable Trail the main access point from Horse Camp
to southern trails in park. What alternative is offered to recreational day use? How much
damage to existing trail corridor? We see no listed mitigation.
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Manhole 96: At popular view point know as “High Point.” This is at the entrance to horse
camp road. It is already an impacted parking area with local surfers parking there to
check the waves. Any more impact from construction could block access to Horse Camp
Road.

the Rim Trail. We are not satisfied that repairs to outlined on page 2-31 will sufficiently
repair Rim Trail to a sustainable multi-use trail. Many of the baffle board walls installed
previously have been too steep for equestrian use and have resulted in horses creating
trails around the baffle board walls and leading to major erosion. SLOPOST would like to
see a detailed trail repair plan submitted to the Coastal Sector Superintendent for public
view. This plan should be reviewed by the Coastal Sector Trail maintenance staff to
assure that the repairing of the trail corridor is to CA State Trail Standards.
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Manhole 96 to 90: Our concerns are that the construction equipment will further degrade
4-

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.

Kathy Longacre, President
SLOPOST
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All construction related activities within Montaña de Oro State Park would require pre-project notification and approval of the California Department of Parks and Recreation (CDPR) as stipulated in MM REC-1a (see DEIR page 4.8-16).  As deemed necessary by CDPR staff, this would include designation of additional public services including temporary restroom facilities during the temporary closure of the Sandspit Beach Parking Area.
4-2
Due to the existing access points and status of the trail system between Manhole 107 through 96 (i.e., approximately 15 feet in width), trail impacts from temporary equipment access and conduit installation are expected to be negligible.  Further, the trail system at this location would only be closed for a short duration (less than 2 weeks) to facilitate cable installation activities which would be considered less than significant and would not require mitigation.  However, per MM REC-1a discussed above (also see DEIR page 4.8-16), AT&T would be required to provide additional amenities for park visitors as determined necessary by CDPR staff during project construction and/or operations.

4-3
Comment noted.  Construction contractors are not expected to use the Horse Camp Road entrance as a staging area during project operations.  However, temporary traffic impacts to Pecho Valley Road and the Horse Camp Road entrance during project operations are considered significant, but mitigable.  As required in MM REC-1b (see DEIR page 4.8-16) AT&T shall coordinate with the CDPR and County Department of Public Works to provide signage along Pecho Valley Road redirecting visitors to park at one of several designated parking areas.  Implementation of this measure coupled with the expected common courtesy of park patrons should minimize the effects of temporary increased traffic congestion on the Horse Camp Road entrance.

4-4
Comments noted.  To ensure that the subject trail segment from Manhole 96 to 90 is repaired to a sustainable manner, MM TERBIO-3c has been modified accordingly to include development of a Trail Enhancement Plan which would contain a long-term erosion control monitoring component.  See revisions to text below.  Also see response to Comment 6-3 below.
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