
West Coast Ballast Outreach Project: West Coast Ballast Outreach Project: 
The Role of Education and Outreach in The Role of Education and Outreach in 

the Prevention and Management of the Prevention and Management of 
Species IntroductionsSpecies Introductions

Holly Crosson, Nicole Dobroski Holly Crosson, Nicole Dobroski 
and  Jodi Casselland  Jodi Cassell

West Coast Ballast Outreach ProjectWest Coast Ballast Outreach Project
California Sea Grant Extension ProgramCalifornia Sea Grant Extension Program



West Coast Ballast Outreach Project: West Coast Ballast Outreach Project: 
Program GoalsProgram Goals

Improve knowledge and understanding of current ballast Improve knowledge and understanding of current ballast 
water management strategies and aquatic invasive water management strategies and aquatic invasive 
species issues.species issues.
Promote and facilitate cooperation and communication Promote and facilitate cooperation and communication 
between regulators, private industry and researchers.between regulators, private industry and researchers.
Bolster industry interest and participation in the Bolster industry interest and participation in the 
development and testing of ballast water treatment development and testing of ballast water treatment 
technologies.technologies.



Project History and FundingProject History and Funding

First phase of project 1999 First phase of project 1999 –– 2003, 2003, 
funding from National Sea Grant College funding from National Sea Grant College 
Program.Program.

Second phase of project 2005 Second phase of project 2005 –– 2008, 2008, 
funding from CALFED Bayfunding from CALFED Bay--Delta Program.Delta Program.



Overview of Outreach EffortsOverview of Outreach Efforts

““Stop Ballast Water InvasionsStop Ballast Water Invasions”” Poster and Poster and 
BrochureBrochure
Newsletter, Newsletter, Ballast ExchangeBallast Exchange
Project WebsiteProject Website
Seminar Series Seminar Series 
Workshops and MeetingsWorkshops and Meetings



Advisory CommitteeAdvisory Committee
50+ members50+ members
Representing maritime industry, state and Representing maritime industry, state and 
federal government agencies, academia federal government agencies, academia 
and research groups, NGOs and nonand research groups, NGOs and non--
profits profits 
Provide guidance on outreachProvide guidance on outreach



Poster and BrochurePoster and Brochure
Recently revised and updatedRecently revised and updated
Includes current federal and state Includes current federal and state 
regulationsregulations
15k posters, 35k brochures15k posters, 35k brochures
Expanded distributionExpanded distribution



Newsletter, Newsletter, Ballast ExchangeBallast Exchange

Distribution: 1809 U.S., Distribution: 1809 U.S., 
359 international359 international
Twice yearlyTwice yearly
Topics: AIS and ballast Topics: AIS and ballast 
water policy/regulation, water policy/regulation, 
industry updates, industry updates, 
treatment technologies, treatment technologies, 
research, outreach, research, outreach, 
calendar and contactscalendar and contacts
Online newsletter Online newsletter 
evaluation surveyevaluation survey



Project WebsiteProject Website

New design, updated materialNew design, updated material
Topics include: general AIS information, Topics include: general AIS information, 
laws and regulations, treatment laws and regulations, treatment 
technologies, nontechnologies, non--ballast vessel vectors, ballast vessel vectors, 
outreach materials, AIS literature, photo outreach materials, AIS literature, photo 
gallery, upcoming events, linksgallery, upcoming events, links



Educational SeminarsEducational Seminars

Provide speakers for cadet classes at Provide speakers for cadet classes at 
California Maritime AcademyCalifornia Maritime Academy

Additional speakers at other venues will Additional speakers at other venues will 
address interests of:address interests of:

Maritime shipping industryMaritime shipping industry
Ports and harborsPorts and harbors
CA legislators and their staffCA legislators and their staff



Workshops and MeetingsWorkshops and Meetings

Attend ICAIS, Pacific Ballast Water Group, Attend ICAIS, Pacific Ballast Water Group, 
International Conference on Marine International Conference on Marine BioinvasionsBioinvasions
and other relevant meetingsand other relevant meetings
Display exhibits, distribute outreach materials, Display exhibits, distribute outreach materials, 
give presentationsgive presentations
Workshops to target CA legislature, ports and Workshops to target CA legislature, ports and 
harbors staff, ship management companies, harbors staff, ship management companies, 
scientific communityscientific community



The Role of Outreach in the The Role of Outreach in the 
Prevention and Management of AISPrevention and Management of AIS
Education is key to prevention  Education is key to prevention  
Successful outreach campaign Successful outreach campaign –– reach target reach target 
audiences using a variety of methodsaudiences using a variety of methods
Strengthen partnerships for both informal and Strengthen partnerships for both informal and 
formal AIS educationformal AIS education
Consider producing outreach materials in other Consider producing outreach materials in other 
languageslanguages
Evaluations to assess effectivenessEvaluations to assess effectiveness



For More InformationFor More Information

Jodi Cassell, Marine Advisor, California Jodi Cassell, Marine Advisor, California 
Sea Grant, Sea Grant, jlcassell@ucdavis.edujlcassell@ucdavis.edu
Holly Crosson, Program Coordinator, Holly Crosson, Program Coordinator, 
hacrosson@ucdavis.eduhacrosson@ucdavis.edu
WCBOP website WCBOP website --
(http://ballast(http://ballast--outreachoutreach--ucsgep.ucdavis.eduucsgep.ucdavis.edu))


