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History of Offshore DrillingHistory of Offshore Drilling
First offshore wellFirst offshore well –– 1897, Summerland 1897, Summerland 

pierspiers
First oil platformFirst oil platform –– 1932, Rincon1932, Rincon

““Steel IslandSteel Island””
First drilling island First drilling island –– 1954, Seal Beach1954, Seal Beach

““MontereyMonterey””

CACA’’s First modern platform s First modern platform –– 1954, S.B.1954, S.B.
““Platform HazelPlatform Hazel””



History of DCOR PlatformsHistory of DCOR Platforms
San Pedro ChannelSan Pedro Channel

8.58.5161161ChevronChevron19831983EdithEdith

2.12.15959UnionUnion19641964EvaEva

1.41.43030ChevronChevron
1965/1965/
19861986

EstherEsther

Distance Distance 
to Land to Land 
(miles)(miles)

Water Water 
DepthDepth

(ft)(ft)

Original Original 
OperatorOperator

Year Year 
InstalledInstalledPlatformPlatform





Platform Esther – break time



History of DCOR PlatformsHistory of DCOR Platforms
Santa Barbara ChannelSanta Barbara Channel

8.88.8205205UnionUnion19811981GildaGilda

3.73.79595UnionUnion19801980GinaGina

7.87.8290290TexacoTexaco19811981HabitatHabitat

4.34.3173173SunSun19791979HenryHenry

5.55.5190190SunSun19691969HillhouseHillhouse

5.75.7192192UnionUnion19771977CC

5.75.7190190UnionUnion19681968BB

5.85.8188188UnionUnion19681968AA

Distance to Distance to 
Land (miles)Land (miles)

Water DepthWater Depth
(ft)(ft)

Original Original 
OperatorOperator

Year Year 
InstalledInstalledPlatformPlatform





Character of DCOR PlatformsCharacter of DCOR Platforms
San Pedro ChannelSan Pedro Channel

336600HeavyHeavyEdithEdith

2.32.38800HeavyHeavyEvaEva

333300MediumMediumEstherEsther

PipelinePipeline
FlowRateFlowRate
(K BPD)(K BPD)

OilOil
Diameter Diameter 
(inches)(inches)

Rate of Best Rate of Best 
Free flowing Free flowing 

WellWell
(bbl/day)(bbl/day)

APIAPI
GravityGravity

PlatformPlatform



Character of DCOR PlatformsCharacter of DCOR Platforms
Santa Barbara ChannelSanta Barbara Channel

441212140140HeavyHeavyGildaGilda

1 1 -- 44101000HeavyHeavyGinaGina

--n/an/a00GasGasHabitatHabitat

2.42.48800MediumMediumHenryHenry

1.51.58800MediumMediumHillhouseHillhouse

55662424MediumMediumCC

5.55.5121200MediumMediumBB

448800MediumMediumAA

PipelinePipeline
FlowRate     FlowRate     
(K BPD)(K BPD)

OilOil
Diameter Diameter 

(inches)(inches)

Rate of Best Rate of Best 
Free flowing Free flowing 

WellWell
(bbl/day)(bbl/day)

APIAPI
GravityGravity

PlatformPlatform



Spill RisksSpill Risks

Nature of Nature of 
OilOil
Pipeline size & flowPipeline size & flow

Age:Risk dichotomyAge:Risk dichotomy

EquipmentEquipment : : 
ReservoirReservoir : : 



PhilosophyPhilosophy

PreventPrevent the spillthe spill
MaintenanceMaintenance
MonitoringMonitoring

PreventPrevent Environmental InjuryEnvironmental Injury
(= be prepared)(= be prepared)

Equipment Deployment DrillsEquipment Deployment Drills
Management Team DrillsManagement Team Drills



Equipment Deployment Equipment Deployment 
DrillsDrills



Platform Eva



Conduct briefing



Spill 
tracking 
buoys



750 ft Expandi Boom.
Ensuring valves are in deploy position



Pick up the boom







“Lower the boom”



Crewboat 
takes boom





Boom expands as 
it is unrolled



Towing boom into U-shape  
around “spill”



MSRC vessels 
arrive to take over



Boom has been handed off to the 
MSRC vessels





Completing the “U” to capture the oil







Recovering the “oil”



Deploying 
MultiSkimmer





Clean Waters 1
arrives on the scene



Recon 2 has handed-off to 
Clean Waters 1 for boom 
retrieval



Incident Management Team Incident Management Team 
DrillsDrills





Command Center



Spill 
Response 
Plan



Charts



Area Contingency Plan 
(ACP)



Regional Contingency Plan (RCP)

Dispersant Plan



http://www1.californiacoastline.org

Coastal 
Photographs



Guidelines for the Scientific Study of Oil Spill Effects
(a collection of methods – esp. for NRDA)



SUMMARY
Prevention
Practice
Practice
Practice


